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World Watch List 2019

Total Total Total Total Total
Rank Country Private Family Community National Church Violence Score Score Score Score Score
life life life life life WWL WWL WWL WWL WWL
2019 2018 2017 2016 2015
1 North Korea 16.7 16.7 16.7 16.7 16.7 10.9 94 94 92 92 92
2 Afghanistan 16.7 16.7 16.7 16.7 16.7 10.6 94 93 89 88 81
3 Somalia 16.3 16.7 16.6 16.5 16.4 8.9 91 91 91 87 90
4 Libya 15.3 15.0 15.1 16.0 16.3 9.6 87 86 78 79 76
5 Pakistan 14.3 14.1 13.9 15.0 13.2 16.7 87 86 88 87 79
6 Sudan 14.7 15.0 14.6 15.6 16.1 10.6 87 87 87 84 80
7 Eritrea 14.7 14.9 15.8 16.0 15.2 9.4 86 86 82 89 79
8 Yemen 16.6 16.3 16.4 16.7 16.7 3.1 86 85 85 78 73
9 Iran 14.0 14.3 14.3 15.8 16.5 10.4 85 85 85 83 80
10 India 12.9 13.0 13.5 14.8 13.2 15.2 83 81 73 68 62
11 Syria 13.6 14.0 13.1 13.8 14.2 13.0 82 76 86 87 83
12 Nigeria 12.3 11.8 13.4 12.9 12.9 16.7 80 77 78 78 78
13 Iraq 13.9 14.4 14.1 14.6 13.6 8.1 79 86 86 90 86
14 Maldives 15.2 15.5 13.5 15.9 16.7 1.1 78 78 76 76 78
15 Saudi Arabia 15.1 13.6 14.0 15.3 16.5 2.4 77 79 76 76 77
16 Egypt 11.7 13.2 10.7 13.2 11.0 15.9 76 70 65 64 61
17 Uzbekistan 15.4 12.9 13.9 12.3 15.9 3.1 74 73 71 70 69
18 Myanmar 11.4 11.8 133 12.1 11.8 11.1 71 65 62 62 60
19 Laos 13.0 9.1 14.2 14.7 14.9 4.6 71 67 64 58 58
20 Vietnam 12.7 8.2 12.7 13.5 14.2 9.1 70 69 71 66 68
21 E:::;'i:fr'ca 10.2 9.7 11.9 10.6 11.1 16.1 70 61 58 59 67
22 Algeria 13.1 14.2 10.1 11.8 12.7 7.6 70 58 58 56 55
23 Turkmenistan 14.6 10.8 13.8 13.3 15.1 1.3 69 68 67 66 63
24 Mali 11.4 10.1 11.5 9.2 9.9 15.4 68 59 59 55 52
25 Mauritania 13.9 14.0 12.2 13.0 13.3 0.6 67 57 55 - 50
26 Turkey 12.4 11.1 10.7 13.2 10.9 7.2 66 62 57 55 52
27 China 10.4 8.0 10.3 11.8 14.5 10.0 65 57 57 57 57
28 Ethiopia 10.0 10.0 10.3 10.8 10.4 13.5 65 62 64 67 61
29 Tajikistan 13.8 11.9 11.6 12.1 12.9 2.4 65 65 58 58 50
30 Indonesia 10.6 11.1 11.3 10.2 9.3 12.0 65 59 55 55 50
31 Jordan 13.0 13.1 11.8 11.5 12.2 3.0 65 66 63 59 56
32 Nepal 12.4 11.4 10.6 10.9 11.9 7.0 64 64 - - -
33 Bhutan 12.9 11.1 12.3 12.4 14.0 0.9 64 62 61 56 56
34 Kazakhstan 13.2 10.8 10.3 12.2 13.5 3.1 63 63 56 55 51
35 Morocco 12.2 13.3 9.6 12.0 14.4 1.5 63 51 49 47 47
36 Brunei 13.4 14.3 10.5 10.3 13.4 0.7 63 64 64 61 58
37 Tunisia 12.1 13.2 10.7 11.2 12.0 33 63 62 61 58 55
38 Qatar 13.0 12.6 10.3 11.0 14.1 1.1 62 63 66 65 64
39 Mexico 8.3 7.5 12.2 10.2 9.7 13.5 61 59 57 56 55
40 Kenya 11.7 10.6 10.1 8.3 11.5 8.3 61 62 68 68 63
a1 Russian 1255 8.4 10.7 10.4 12.0 57 60 51 46 48 45
Federation
42 Malaysia 11.8 14.2 12.1 11.7 8.6 1.5 60 65 60 58 55
43 Kuwait 13.2 12.2 10.1 10.5 12.2 15 60 61 57 56 49
44 Oman 12.9 12.5 9.8 9.6 12.8 1.7 59 57 53 53 55
45 United Arab 128 120 9.1 105 122 19 58 58 55 55 49
Emirates
46 Sri Lanka 11.0 8.3 10.5 11.5 10.0 7.0 58 57 55 - 51
47 Colombia 7.9 7.6 11.8 9.4 8.5 12.6 58 56 53 55 55
48 Bangladesh 11.0 9.1 11.6 10.5 7.8 7.8 58 58 63 57 51
49 Palestinian 114 123 9.0 106 118 24 57 60 64 62 58
Territories
50 Azerbaijan 13.2 9.9 9.3 11.1 12.4 1.5 57 57 - 57 50
51 Comoros 11.7 11.5 9.1 9.9 13.9 0.4 56 - 56 56 56
52 Kyrgyzstan 12.7 9.9 10.9 9.2 11.9 1.9 56 - - - -
53 Djibouti 12.3 12.3 10.3 10.0 11.2 0.0 56 56 57 58 60
Democratic
54 Republic of the 5.6 6.7 9.3 7.4 10.3 16.1 55 - - - -
Congo
55 Bahrain 11.9 12.2 8.6 10.2 10.2 1.5 55 57 54 54 -
56 Cameroon 9.9 7.3 10.0 7.8 7.5 11.3 54 - - - -
57 Tanzania 9.3 10.8 10.3 8.6 8.8 4.8 52 - 59 57 56
58 Niger 11.5 9.7 8.1 8.1 10.0 4.8 52 - - 53 -
59 Cuba 8.8 4.4 9.1 10.5 11.8 3.9 49 - - - -
60 Chad 11.5 8.2 9.0 8.0 8.7 3.0 48 - - - -
61 Burkina Faso 9.0 8.0 8.8 6.6 7.9 7.2 48 - - - -
62 Uganda 11.4 8.0 7.7 6.9 9.6 3.7 47 - - N N
63 Guinea 10.3 7.5 8.3 7.0 8.1 5.0 46 - - - -
64 South Sudan 5.7 1.5 7.5 5.8 8.0 15.0 44 - - - -
65 Mozambique 6.7 4.3 6.0 6.9 6.0 13.3 43 - - - -
66 Gambia 7.7 8.2 8.2 8.3 8.8 1.9 43 - - - -
67 Ivory Coast 9.8 8.7 8.2 5.5 6.4 4.3 43 - - - -
68 Burundi 5.1 5.8 9.7 9.2 9.6 3.3 43 - - - -
69 Angola 6.4 3.6 7.1 8.7 10.4 6.1 42 - - - -
70 Togo 8.8 6.7 8.5 7.1 8.4 2.0 42 - - - -
71 Venezuela 33 3.8 10.5 9.0 8.8 5.9 41 - - - -
72 Rwanda 53 4.4 6.7 7.8 10.1 6.7 41 - - - -
73 Nicaragua 2.3 3.6 6.4 8.9 7.9 11.9 41 - - - -
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No copyright - This report is the property of World Watch Research (WWR), the research department
of Open Doors International. It may be used and distributed free of charge, but please always
acknowledge WWR as the source.
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Introduction

This country report is a collation of documents based around Open Doors World Watch List
(WWL) including statistical information on world religions, Christian denominations, and people
groups prepared by the World Christian Database (WCD). Further news and analysis is supplied by
World Watch Monitor and WWR staff.

World Watch List Venezuela | Points | WWL Rank
WWL 2019 41 71

WWL 2018 - -

WWL 2017 - -

WWL 2016 - -

WWL 2015 - -

Scores and ranks are shown above whenever the country was among the fifty highest scoring countries (Top 50) in the WWL
20152019 reporting periods.

Please note: The highlighted links in the text can be found written out in full at the conclusion of each
main section under the heading “External links”.
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WWL 2019: Keys to understanding Venezuela

Link for general background information
BBC country profile: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-19649648

Recent country history

In 1998, Hugo Chavez was elected president of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. His “Bolivarian
Revolution” brought a new Constitution, along with socialist and populist economic and social policies
funded by high oil prices, and increasingly anti-US foreign policy. Shortly after taking power, he revised
the Constitution to extend his power for “fulfilling” his promise of a radical transformation of the
country. He appointed a new Congress, a new National Electoral Council and a new Supreme Court.
He ruled for 14 years, from 1999 until his death in 2013.

Nicolas Maduro, Chavez's right-hand man and former vice-president, took over the presidency in
2013. He was re-elected in May 2018 for a second six-year term. However the electoral process
showed irregularities leading to the lowest voter turnout in Venezuela's democratic history. As a result
of the ongoing economic deterioration (due in part to falling oil prices) there have been cuts in imports
and shortages of food, medicines and other supplies. This has led to widespread demonstrations.

The religious landscape

The only denomination with full legal status is the Roman Catholic Church. Other denominations often
experience delays of 4 or 5 years when registering churches with the authorities. Although the
Venezuelan Constitution recognizes and guarantees freedom of religion and worship, in practice any
religious leader found directly or indirectly criticizing the government is liable to be attacked in some
way. Laws limiting the freedom of speech of religious leaders exist and church staff are not allowed
contact with political dissidents.

Given the clear position of Christians against the totalitarian regime, President Maduro has accused
the church of being allied with opposition forces and of spreading violence instead peace. Even
humanitarian aid distributed by religious organizations has been prohibited in order to prevent anti-
government sentiment from spreading. Also, due to the rising insecurity, churches and other religious
buildings are exposed to theft and vandalism, directly affecting the right to free association and
worship.

The political landscape

The most recent presidential election was held on May 2018 and swiftly denounced at national and
international levels.,Irregularities during the electoral process included: i) calls for early elections;
ii) the disqualification of candidates; iii) hindering the participation of opposition parties; iv) the lack
of constitutional powers of the Constituent Assembly to call elections; v) the purchase of votes. Nicolas
Maduro won, but with very low voter participation. Repression, censorship and political imprisonment
are widespread and opposition parties and coalitions (such as the Democratic Unity Table) have so far
failed to unite and publish effective strategies. At the international level, both US and EU
administrations have placed sanctions on trade with Venezuela.



http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-19649648
http://efectococuyo.com/politica/maduro-gana-con-la-abstencion-historica-mas-alta-en-comicios-presidenciales/
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2017/04/venezuela-happening-170412114045595.html
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/281352.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/07/world/americas/venezuela-maduro-election.html
https://www.infobae.com/america/venezuela/2018/01/23/estos-son-los-presidenciales-opositores-inhabilitados-por-el-regimen-de-nicolas-maduro/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-42304594
https://www.as-coa.org/articles/update-what-happening-venezuelas-presidential-election
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-venezuela-election-irregularities/poor-venezuelans-crowd-pro-maduro-stations-in-hope-of-vote-prize-idUSKCN1IL0TA
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-44192914
http://efectococuyo.com/politica/mud-se-reestructura-por-tercera-vez-y-crea-su-junta-de-conduccion/
https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/Programs/pages/venezuela.aspx
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2018/06/25/venezuela-eu-adds-11-officials-to-sanctions-list/
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The socio-economic landscape

The Venezuelan Government and Central Bank have not published data on inflation or other economic
indicators since 2015, however the International Monetary Fund estimated in October 2018 that by
the end of the year 2018, Venezuela would have an accumulated level of inflation of over 1.37
million%. To counteract such hyperinflation, the government removed five zeros from its old currency
in August 2018, renaming it the Sovereign Bolivar and tying it to a state-backed crypto-currency.

Due tofalls in production and a reduction in the number of goods on the market, prices have
soared. With household incomes not covering basic needs, hunger is widespread and millions of
Venezuelans are currently depending on subsidized food distributed by state authorities. As a result
millions have fled the country: The UNHCR published details on 8 November 2018 showing that the
number of refugees leaving Venezuela has reached the three million mark. Most are settling in nearby
Peru, Ecuador, Colombia and Brazil, leading to tension in the region.

In addition, according to the US State Department's 2018 Crime & Safety reporton
Venezuela, Venezuela remains one of the world’s most dangerous countries, with on average over
73 citizens dying a violent death every day in 2017. The level of crime also rose due to corruption and
collusion between government officials and criminal groups.

Concluding remarks

As a result of the May 2018 election, Nicolas Maduro remains in power, refusing to deviate from the
totalitarian and anti-democratic path followed so far. There are no signs of improvement in the
political, social and economic crisis. The most viable opposition has been dismantled and dissidents in
general continue to be harassed, making any change of government that would allow the return of the
rule of law and the respect of human rights virtually impossible.

External Links - WWL 2019: Keys to understanding Venezuela
1. Recent country history: lowest - http://efectococuyo.com/politica/maduro-gana-con-la-
abstencion-historica-mas-alta-en-comicios-presidenciales/

2. Recent country history: demonstrations -
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2017/04/venezuela-happening-
170412114045595.html

3. The religious landscape: delays - https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/281352.pdf

4. The political landscape: early -
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/07/world/americas/venezuela-maduro-election.html

5. The political landscape: disqualification -
https://www.infobae.com/america/venezuela/2018/01/23/estos-son-los-presidenciales-
opositores-inhabilitados-por-el-regimen-de-nicolas-maduro/

6. The political landscape: hindering - https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-42304594

7. The political landscape: lack - https://www.as-coa.org/articles/update-what-happening-
venezuelas-presidential-election



http://www.elimpulso.com/featured/2-735-cerro-la-inflacion-venezuela-este-2017-segun-ecoanalitica
https://www.imf.org/external/datamapper/PCPIPCH@WEO/WEOWORLD/VEN
https://www.imf.org/external/datamapper/PCPIPCH@WEO/WEOWORLD/VEN
https://edition.cnn.com/2018/08/20/americas/venezuela-currency/index.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2018/11/5be4192b4/number-refugees-migrants-venezuela-reaches-3-million.html
https://www.osac.gov/Pages/ContentReportDetails.aspx?cid=23791
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

The political landscape: purchase - https://www.reuters.com/article/us-venezuela-election-
irregularities/poor-venezuelans-crowd-pro-maduro-stations-in-hope-of-vote-prize-
idUSKCN1ILOTA

The political landscape: low - https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-44192914

The political landscape: failed - http://efectococuyo.com/politica/mud-se-reestructura-por-
tercera-vez-y-crea-su-junta-de-conduccion/

The political landscape: US - https://www.treasury.gov/resource-
center/sanctions/Programs/pages/venezuela.aspx

The political landscape: EU - https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-
releases/2018/06/25/venezuela-eu-adds-11-officials-to-sanctions-list/

The socio-economic landscape: since 2015 - http://www.elimpulso.com/featured/2-735-cerro-
la-inflacion-venezuela-este-2017-segun-ecoanalitica

The socio-economic landscape: 1.37 million% -
https://www.imf.org/external/datamapper/PCPIPCH@WEO/WEOWORLD/VEN

The socio-economic landscape: removed -
https://edition.cnn.com/2018/08/20/americas/venezuela-currency/index.html

The socio-economic landscape: three million -
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2018/11/5be4192b4/number-refugees-migrants-
venezuela-reaches-3-million.html

The socio-economic landscape: report -
https://www.osac.gov/Pages/ContentReportDetails.aspx?cid=23791
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WWL 2019: Church History and Facts

How many Christians?

Pop 2018 | Christians | Chr%

32,381,000 | 29,889,000 | 92.3
Source: Johnson T M addrlo G A (eds.), World Christian Database (Leiden/Bostona&rékssed January 2018)

How did Christians get there?

Attracted by the abundance of pearls, the Spanish conquest of Venezuela began in eastern
Venezuela. A group of Franciscan friars introduced Roman Catholicism with the founding of Cuman3
in 1515. Despite attempts at peaceful evangelization, the indigenous people in the region opposed
Christianity violently. However, in 1531, after the founding of the city of Coro in 1527 (the first capital
of the Province of Venezuela), it was possible to set up the first Episcopal Headquarters of South
America and the first Catholic diocese of Venezuela. The responsibility of evangelization was shared
between diocesan priests and a number of religious orders such as the Capuchins (Aragonese,
Catalans, Andalusians and Valencians), Franciscans, Observants, Dominicans, Augustinians and Jesuits.
Although most indigenous people in the area embraced the Christianity, those who lived in remote
areas continued to practice their tribal beliefs.

What church networks exist today?

Church networks: Venezuela Christians | %
Orthodox 31,300 0.1
Catholic 26,799,000 | 89.7
Protestant 1,864,000 6.2
Independent 1,716,000 | 5.7
Unaffiliated 243,000 0.8
Doubly-affiliated Christians -764,000 -2.6
Total 29,889,300 | 100.0
(Any deviation from the total number of Christians stated above is due to the rounding of

decimals)

Evangelical movement 1,485,000 | 5.0
Renewalist movement 6,411,000 |21.4

Orthodox: Eastern (Chalcedonian), Oriental {Bhalcedonian, Ne@halcedonian, Monophysite), Nestorian (Assyrian), and
northistorical Orthodox. Roman Catholics: All Christians in communion with the Church of Rome. Protestants: Christians inj
churchesorigiat i ng i n or i n communi cecenturyiPtastant Reformators. tindudes Anglcand, d * S
Lutherans and Baptists (any of whom may be Charismatic) and denominational Pentecostals, but not Independent traditions
such as Independent Baptister independent Charismatics. Independents: Believers who do not identify with the major
Christian traditions (Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Protestant). Unaffiliated Christians: Persons professing publicly to be
Christians but who are not affiliated to chbhes. Doubhaffiliated Christians: Persons affiliated to or claimed by 2
denominations at once. Evangelical movement: Churches, denominations, and individuals who identify themselves as
evangelicals by membership in denominations linked to evangeliGaiad (e.g., World Evangelical Alliance) or by self
identification in polls. Renewalist movement: Church members involved in Pentecostal/Charismatic renewal.

Source: Johnson T M and Zurlo G A (eds.), World Christian Database (Leiden/BosameeBs#idanuary 2018)

According to WCD 2018 estimates, 92.3% of the population is Christian, of which 89.7% is Roman
Catholic. The Department of Justice, Religious Institutions and Cults in the Ministry of Popular Power
for Interior Relations, Justice and Peace (MPPRIJP) is responsible for maintaining a register of religious

16
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groups, distributing public funds to religious organizations and promoting awareness and
understanding among religious communities. An agreement with the Vatican makes the spiritual care
of Catholic personnel in the armed forces possible and there is a 1964 Concordat regulating Roman
Catholic parish life and the establishment of Catholic seminars.

Religious context

Religious Context: Venezuela | Numbers %
Christians 29,889,000 | 92.3
Muslim 107,000 0.3
Hindu 680 0.0
Buddhist 40,200 0.1
Ethnoreligionist 232,000 0.7
Jewish 9,900 0.0
Bahai 193,000 0.6
Atheist 72,900 0.2
Agnostic 1,484,000 | 4.6
Other 352,300 1.1

OTHER includes Chinese folk, New religionist, Sikh, Spiritist, Taoist, Confucianist, Jain, Shintoist, Zoroastrian.

Source: Johnson T M and Zurlo G A (eds.), World Christian Database (Leiden/BostmceBsiid January 2018)

Although the Venezuelan Constitution recognizes and guarantees freedom of religion and worship, in
practice the government - at all levels - only favors religious organizations open to their policies. The
State has reached the point of attacking "opposition" churches and religious associations, including
the interruption of worship services. Church representatives are expected by the government not to
express opinions on politics or on the situation in the country. Some have been accused of being
traitors and counter-revolutionaries for supporting the opposition; in order to receive basic community
services, some have been forced to accept their freedom of conscience being compromised. In a
country where the population has increasing difficulties in accessing health and education services,
such coercive measures are becoming more frequent to maintain the government's totalitarian
control, putting the civil liberties of Christians at risk.

Notes on the current situation

'  The only denomination with full legal status is the Roman Catholic Church.

9 The Venezuelan government is not anti-Christian per se. However, it seeks to instrumentalize
religion to gain social and political support. Those speaking out publicly against the
government are likely to experience threats and attacks. There have been reports of religious
leaders being attacked, Christians being harassed for not bowing to
the State's socialist ideology, and church's or other Christian properties being attacked and
looted. The main perpetrators are government officials, the Bolivarian Militia, sympathizers
of the regime and criminal groups (taking advantage of the prevailing insecurity in the
country).

9 The regime seeks to implant socialist ideology in the hearts and minds and of all citizens
through the indoctrination of children. Christian teachers or parents cannot protect their
children from this because of the many restrictions on private education.



http://www.latribuna.hn/2018/02/06/sacerdote-pedia-democracia-venezuela-atacado-chavista-video/
http://protestantedigital.com/magacin/43403/Ser_cristiano_en_la_Venezuela_de_hoy_en_dia
https://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/venezuela-con-pintas-insultan-al-arzobispo-de-cumana-fotos-y-video-88478
https://elcooperante.com/insolito-el-adoctrinamiento-chavista-al-que-son-sometidos-los-jovenes-en-venezuela/
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External Links - WWL 2019: Church History and Facts

1.

Notes on the current situation: attacked - http://www.latribuna.hn/2018/02/06/sacerdote-
pedia-democracia-venezuela-atacado-chavista-video/

Notes on the current situation: bowing -
http://protestantedigital.com/magacin/43403/Ser_cristiano_en_la_Venezuela_de_hoy_en_dia

Notes on the current situation: attacked - https://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/venezuela-con-
pintas-insultan-al-arzobispo-de-cumana-fotos-y-video-88478

Notes on the current situation: indoctrination - https://elcooperante.com/insolito-el-
adoctrinamiento-chavista-al-que-son-sometidos-los-jovenes-en-venezuela/

10




Venezuela — WWR Country Dossier — January 2019

WWL 2019: Short & Simple Persecution Profile

Introduction

Reporting period: 1 November 2017 - 31 October 2018With 41 points in WWL 2019, Venezuela did not
score enough to be ranked among the Top 50 countries.

What type of persecution dominates?

 Communist and post-Communist oppression: The country is still ruled according to
Communist ideology, although the dictatorial aspect of the regime has now come more into
focus. The result is censorship of all opposition voices demanding justice, including Christian
voices. Religious views are not tolerated in public debate.

9 Dictatorial paranoia: Nicolas Maduro took over the presidency with the ultimate aim of
holding power at all costs. The excessive repression particularly affects church leaders
speaking publicly.

9 Organized corruption and crime: Criminal and paramilitary groups (enjoying impunity) carry
out government orders to silence dissenting voices through verbal and physical violence.

Who is driving persecution?

The main drivers are all levels of government and the various paramilitary and criminal groups
and regime sympathizers. These drivers act against anyone — including Christians - who opposes the
government or speaks out against government injustices.

What it results in

The authorities allow no opposition or criticism of the government. Anything the government defines
as promoting hatred and intolerance has been criminalized. Thus, citizens who denounce the
irregularities and illegalities of the regime are targeted for psychological, economical and physical
attack. For Christians, this has meant insults, arbitrary arrests, the interruption of church services and
attacks against church buildings. The government has demanded that church leaders should not
express any opinions on politics or about the situation in the country. If they do so, they are accused
of being traitors and 'collaborators with imperialism' for their support of the opposition.

Additionally, due to the socio-economic crisis in the country, the government takes advantage of the
basic needs of all citizens to manipulate them. Easy access to food, medicine and education is reserved
for supporters of the ruling party. This can cause Christian citizens to act against their principles to
obtain supplies for daily survival. This constitutes a serious violation of their freedom of conscience.
Added to this, the majority of Venezuelans are educated in state schools, since private schools are
unaffordable for most. In state education, socialist ideology is a compulsory element, thus violating
the right of parents to educate their children according to their Christian convictions.
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Violence
The following table is based on reported cases. Since many incidents go unreported, the numbers
below must be understood as being minimum figures.

Christian-
Reporting Christians | Christians | Christians | Churches | owned houses
Venezuela | period killed attacked arrested attacked and shops
attacked
01 Nov 2017
\ZA(/J\%L -310Oct 1 1 3 8 0
2018
01 Nov 2016
\zAé\i\;L -310Oct 1 6 0 6 0
2017

Christians killed refers to the number of Christians killed for-faitited reasons (including statanctioned executions).
Christians attacked refers to the number of Christians abducted, raped or otherwise sexually harassed, forced into marriage
to non-Christians or otherwise physically or mentally abused (including beatings andttessts) for faithrelated reasons.
Christians arrested refers to the number of Christians detained without trial or sentenced to jail, labor camp, senietinipsych
hospital as punishment or similar things for faittlated reasons. Churches attacked refers to the number of churches or
Christian buildings (schools, hospitals, cemeteries, etc.) attacked, damaged, bombed, looted, destroyed, burned down, closed
or confiscted for faith-related reasons. Christiamwned houses and shops attacked refers to the number of houses of
Christians or other property (including shops and businesses of Christians) attacked, damaged, bombed, looted, destroyed
burned down, closed or cas€ated for faithrelated reasons.

Examples of specific persecution in the reporting period

9 In October 2018, a Christian member of a local council died when he fell from the tenth floor
of the Bolivarian National Intelligence Service (SEBIN) headquarters. As a known critic of the
government, he was accused of being behind a drone attack against Nicolas Maduro.
Although the authorities claimed it was suicide, opposition circles are sure the death was
caused by torture.

T In May 2018, three people claiming to have the local mayor’s authority barged their way into
a Catholic church in Merida, ripped padlocks from doors and then sealed the outside metal
doors by welding them together.

1 In February 2018, a woman entered the Catholic church in Caracas and attacked the priest
who was leading the church service. The woman claimed it was an act of retaliation for
supporting the statement of the Venezuelan Episcopal Conference, which called for a return
to democracy and freedom in Venezuela.

External Links - WWL 2019: Short & Simple Persecution Profile

1. Examples of specific persecution in the reporting period: died -
https://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/iglesia-en-venezuela-pide-investigar-extrana-muerte-de-
concejal-en-carcel-del-gobierno-26252

2. Examples of specific persecution in the reporting period: barged -
https://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/sujetos-se-apropian-de-instalaciones-de-parroquia-en-
venezuela-36640

3. Examples of specific persecution in the reporting period: attacked -
http://www.latribuna.hn/2018/02/06/sacerdote-pedia-democracia-venezuela-atacado-chavista-
video/
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https://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/iglesia-en-venezuela-pide-investigar-extrana-muerte-de-concejal-en-carcel-del-gobierno-26252
https://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/sujetos-se-apropian-de-instalaciones-de-parroquia-en-venezuela-36640
http://www.latribuna.hn/2018/02/06/sacerdote-pedia-democracia-venezuela-atacado-chavista-video/
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2018-01/venezuela-bishops-appeal.html
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4. Examples of specific persecution in the reporting period: statement -
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2018-01/venezuela-bishops-appeal.html
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WWIL 2019: Persecution Dynamics

Introduction
Reporting period: 1 November 2017 - 31 October 2018

Position on World Watch List (WWL)

With a score of 41 points in WWL 2019, Venezuela did not make it to the Top 50 countries. However,
the country has risen in points since WWL 2018. At the beginning of the WWL 2019 reporting period a
law was approved to censor anyone speaking against the regime, which affected religious leaders in
particular who criticize the continuing government dictatorship.

Persecution engines

Persecution engines: Venezuela Abbreviation | Level of influence
Islamic oppression 10 Not at all
Religious nationalism RN Not at all

Ethnic antagonism EA Very weak
Denominational protectionism DPR Not at all
Communist and post - Communist oppression | CPCO Medium

Secular intolerance S| Weak

Dictatorial paranoia DPA Strong

Organized corruption and crime 0OcCC Medium

The scale for the level of influence of Persecution engines in society is: Not at all / Very weak / Weak / MediumY&tyong /
strong. For more information see WWL Methodology (long version).

Dictatorial Paranoia (Strong):

After Hugo Chavez died in 2013, Nicolas Maduro took over the presidency and has ruled as a dictator
with no respect for democracy or the rule of law. The entire State machinery aims to support the
regime, with departments such as the Bolivarian National Intelligence Service (SEBIN) monitoring and

arresting opposition forces. The government has also introduced the use of an identity card to identify
those who belong to the ruling party in order to grant them basic services, including food. This
excessive repression of citizens' rights also affects Christians, particularly church leaders speaking
publicly against the regime. They have become victims of verbal and physical attacks and various
religious activities have been interrupted (including burials). President Maduro regularly accuses
Catholic leaders of misleading ordinary Christians and of spreading violence instead of peace.
The Church is often publicly defamed as being incompetent to address issues of public and political
concern.

Communist and post-Communist oppression (Medium):

The country is still ruled according to Socialist-Communist principles, but over the past few years the
dictatorial aspect of the regime has come more into focus. Any dissident voice demanding the
abandonment of Marxist ideology is censored, including Christians who are then labelled as enemies
and traitors of the homeland. To make sure society continues to be based on Communist principles,
the state education system is used to indoctrinate children.
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Organized corruption and crime (Medium):

The Corruption Perception Index 2017 ranks Venezuela in the 169th position of corruption out of 180

countries, with a 18/100 score (0 = corrupt and 100 = very clean). Criminal networks operate with ease
due to corruption at all levels of government. Due to collusion between public officials and organized
crime, criminal groups can act with impunity and often carry out government orders to silence
dissenting voices. The State uses paramilitary gangs exercising "territorial control" in various cities to
monitor and intimidate all government opposition, including churches and church leaders.

Drivers of persecution

Drivers of Persecution:
Venezuela

I0 | RN | EA DPR | CPCO Sl DPA occ

VERY
- - WEAK - MEDIUM | WEAK | STRONG | MEDIUM
Government officials - - - - - - - -
Ethnic group leaders - |- - - - - - i
Non-Christian religious
leaders

Religious leaders of other
churches

Violent religious groups - |- - - - - - i
Ideological pressure groups - - - - - - - R
Citizens (people from the
broader society), including - |- - - - - - -
mobs
One's own (extended) family | - | - - - - - - -
Political parties - |- - - - - _ i
Revolutionaries or
paramilitary groups
Organized crime cartels or
networks

Multilateral organizations
(e.g. UN, OIC etc.) and - |- - - - - - R
embassies

The scale for the level of influence of Drivers of persecution in society is: Not at all / Very weak / Weak / Mediuni / Strong
Very strong. Please note that ‘Henotes "not at all". For more information see WWL Methodology (long version).

Drivers of Dictatorial paranoia:

The government and the ruling party (The United Socialist Party of Venezuela) stay in power with
the support of paramilitary and revolutionary groups. So-called Integral Defense and Security
Committees have worked systematically to ban opposition political parties, persecute any
Christians denouncing illegal practices through imprisonment, defamation, threats and physical,
psychological and economic targeting.

Drivers of Communist and post-Communist oppression:

Government officials, the ruling political party, revolutionary groups and regime sympathizers use
pressure and violence to force citizens to follow Communist ideology. In order to prevent non-
Communist ideas from spreading, any Christian activity relating to aspects of democracy, human rights
and political liberties are blocked. Church leaders have been prohibited from visiting and providing
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https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/corruption_perceptions_index_2017
https://prodavinci.com/sobre-la-ilegalizacion-de-partidos-en-venezuela/
https://www.elobservador.com.uy/la-iglesia-catolica-y-el-chavismo-un-enfrentamiento-que-se-renueva-n1174770
https://diocesisdetrujillo.com.ve/comunicado-de-la-presidencia-de-la%20-cev-before-the-words-issued-by-the-sr-president-in-the-speech-of-January-15/
https://alnavio.com/noticia/13970/actualidad/el-regimen-de-nicolas-maduro-atenta-contra-la-libertad-religiosa-de-catolicos-y-evangelicos.html
https://es.aleteia.org/2017/11/03/venezuela-a-sacerdotes-y-obispos-les-impiden-visitar-a-los-presos/
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pastoral care to prisoners (especially political prisoners) and churches have been attacked. State school
curricula contain obligatory education in Marxist philosophy.

Drivers of Organized corruption and crime:

Christians (and dissidents in general) who do not collaborate with the regime suffer violence from
criminal groups, most of whom can act with impunity due to collusion with the State authorities. Also,
drug-trafficking networks are taking advantage of the current political, social and economic crisis.

Context
See Keys to Understanding above for more detail.

Like Cuba, Venezuela is also a Communist regime. In 2013, after the death of Hugo Chdvez, the
country’s leader was replaced by his right-hand man and former vice-president, Nicolas Maduro. The
new president has disregarded both the Constitution and rule of law to root Socialist-Communist
ideology in the country through dictatorial and totalitarian policies. In addition to ignoring national and
international obligations, the ruling party has isolated the country more and more from the
international plane. It is also worth mentioning that, in the drive to retain power at all costs, the regime
has co-opted the National Electoral Council. At both national and international levels, the result of the
presidential elections was questioned and considered a fraud.

Due to the fall in the price of oil, import reductions and the consequent shortage of food, medicines
and supplies, Venezuela is currently suffering from a devastating economic downward spiral. This has
led to hyperinflation, currency modifications and a human exodus. The situation has also enabled
organized crime and the number of violent incidents to rise, seen also in the number of hired killers.
Due to the levels of corruption, the police force and justice system are not functioning properly.

According to the 2018 World Press Freedom index, 2018 was the worst year for freedom of expression
in the country. There were attacks against the media and the arrests of several journalists with the aim
of silencing their government criticism. It is still a criminal offence to express an opinion that "promotes
hatred and discrimination", a measure that affects all opposition voices, including Christians.

Christian communities and how they are affected
Communities of expatriate Christians: Since expatriate Christians are not forced into isolation, they
are not treated as a separate category for scoring in WWL analysis.

Historical Christian communities: The dominant denomination in this category is the Roman Catholic
Church. However, there is also a small Orthodox and a growing Protestant community. It is mainly
Christians from this category who suffer intimidation and attacks for expressing views and values
contrary to the regime.

Converts: This category consists of Christians moving from one Christian denomination to another
and of those abandoning the ideology of the ruling party. The latter are monitored and persecuted if,
as a consequence of their conversion, they act against the regime.

Non-traditional Christian communities:This category is made up of small Protestant and Evangelical
groups. They represent a minority, but suffer the same repression as the historical Christian
communities. In addition, they suffer persecution from the State for carrying out religious activities
outside the law, as it is very difficult for them to register officially.
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Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence

WWL 2019 Persecution Pattern for Venezuela
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The Persecution pattern shows:

9 The average pressure on Christians in Venezuela is at a high level, rising from 6.0 in WWL 2018
to 7.1 in WWL 2019.

1 Pressure is highest in continue strong in the Community Nationaland Church spheres of ljfe
caused especially by the influence of the engines Communist and posEommunist oppression
Dictatorial paranoiaand Organized corruption and crimkressure in the Community lifenas
risen in particular compared to the WWL 2018 reporting period.

9 The score for violence is 5.9 points - an increase compared to 4.3 in WWL 2018.

Private sphere:

Christians can live out their faith in private but it is risky for them to share their beliefs with others,
especially if they are known to oppose the government since they run the risk of being accused by their
family members (including extended family). Even private meetings between Christians who disagree
with the government could raise suspicions and be interrupted or monitored for future targeting. In
addition, the access to Christian radio, TV, or internet is monitored and restricted if the content has to
do with Christian statements of faith which contradict regime ideology.

Family sphere:

Christian ceremonies, such as burials of Christian dissidents, have been hindered or interrupted by
government officials and regime sympathizers. There were cases where the regime refused to hand
over the bodies of deceased opponents to their families, preventing Christian burial rites. Further,
followers of the Santeria religion often use cemeteries for their Yoruba practices and also
sometimes prevent Christian burials.
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For most parents there is no other way to provide education other than enrolling their children in state
schools, which provide a Communist and atheistic education, with churches commonly being referred
to as "enemies of the revolution". Also, paramilitary brigades working with the Government take boys
between 8 and 14 years of age to give them military training. This indoctrination is one of the main
threats against the parent’s right to educate their children according to their own faith and beliefs.

Community sphere:

The government controls society through national and local authorities, militants of the party and
paramilitary forces. If Christians express faith-based points of views discrediting the regime, they
become targets and are monitored. Even demonstrations focusing on the current humanitarian crisis
are prohibited. Christians are vulnerable to kidnapping, arbitrarily detention and fines. Some have
been attacked at work for not supporting the regime and Christian students have been rejected from
scholarship programs because they were not party militants. Since the public services are controlled
by the government and in order to receive basic supplies to survive, Christians are expected to set
aside their Christians values and become official members of the ruling party.

National sphere:

Christians cannot interact freely with the government. Christian values concerning issues such as social
justice, compliance with the law, the defense of democracy and the protection of human rights -values
that contradict the regime’s ideology — place them in a vulnerable position. Anyone expressing an
opinion that "promotes hatred and discrimination" is punishable by law, a measure that limits the
freedom of speech of the Christian opposition.

The State provides jobs, food, health care and other basic necessities only for those who possess a
“card of the fatherland”. Christians have to affiliate the party to access such provision. Christian
dissidents are harassed, they cannot hold a public office or join the armed forces. have been separated
for having express their disagreement with the regime. The president himself has criticized the Church
harshly, calling Christian opponents rebels and Pharisees for supporting demonstrators and for
denouncing abroad what is happening in the country.

Church sphere:

Non-traditional churches have to wait 4 or 5 years in order to register; these groups have to offer social
services to benefit local communities and present a letter of acceptance from the community council
of the locality in which the group will carry out its work. This is particularly difficult to obtain where
the community council is made up of regime sympathizers.

Christians are regarded by many as being "enemies" of the regime; religious leaders have experienced
pressure and violence from the government and regime sympathizer in the form of so-called gag laws,
defamation, threats, insults, arbitrary arrests, the rejection of visa applications of foreign members of

the Evangelical Council of Venezuela (ECV), the prohibition of priests and bishops to visit prisoners,
attacks targeting church services and church buildings. Christians have no authority at the national
level to turn to.

Violence:

Given the current dictatorship, corruption and levels of impunity, verbal and physical violence has
become the standard way for keeping Christian dissidents under control. Church leaders have been
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http://protestantedigital.com/magacin/43403/Ser_cristiano_en_la_Venezuela_de_hoy_en_dia
https://www.infobae.com/opinion/2018/04/10/la-iglesia-venezolana-en-tiempos-de-dictadura/
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https://www.elindependiente.com/politica/2018/01/21/la-iglesia-venezuela-planta-cara-maduro/
http://www.ntn24.com/america-latina/venezuela/detienen-al-padre-lenin-bastidas-durante-caminata-en-altagracia-de-orituco
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/281352.pdf
https://es.aleteia.org/2017/11/03/venezuela-a-sacerdotes-y-obispos-les-impiden-visitar-a-los-presos/
http://www.latribuna.hn/2018/02/06/sacerdote-pedia-democracia-venezuela-atacado-chavista-video/
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called “Satan” and their churches have been sprayed with socialist militant graffiti. Church services
have been disrupted and Catholic priests were arrested for organizing a walk of peace and for
distributing medicine and food. For a summary of the statistics on violence and examples, please see
the Short and Simple Persecution Profile section above.

Gender specific persecution

Female: Although there is no law that directly affects Venezuelan women, the crisis has placed them
in a situation of particular vulnerability. Young girls have become prostitutes with the sole purpose of
obtaining daily food for their families. The desperation in the country causes moral boundaries to be
ignored in order to survive. Also, faced with the fear of raising children in such a problematic
country, an increasing number of women are accessing clandestine abortions at the expense of their
Christian beliefs.

Male: Although there is no law that directly affects Venezuelan men, young teenagers are targeted by
gangs, guerrilla groups, especially along the border to Colombia border. They also are more likely to
join the ranks of the Bolivarian Guard or the Venezuelan army. These take advantage of the difficult
economic and social situation and promise access to food and medicines, separating them from their
families and forcing them to commit crimes. Christians who refuse to participate are targeted for
harassment and attack, together with their families.

Persecution of other religious minorities

According to WCD, other religious minorities in the country include Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists
and Jews. All religious groups publicly disagreeing with the government run the risk of being regarded
as enemies of the regime and can suffer persecution. According to the US State Department's Religious
Freedom Report for 2017, apart from the Roman Catholic chaplains that take care of the spiritual
needs of Catholics serving in the armed forces, there are no similar provisions for any other religious
groups.

Examples of persecution:

e Jewish leaders claimed that criticism of Israel in government media amounted to anti-Semitism.
Jewish leaders also said some media outlets trivialized or denied the Holocaust.

e Jewish leaders stated that to avoid accusations of anti-Semitism, government and some pro-
government media began replacing the word “Jewish” with “Zionist.”

e The former Mayor of El Hatillo, David Smolansky, a vocal government opponent and well-known
member of the Jewish community, fled the country to avoid government reprisals.

Future outlook

The political outlook: Nicolds Maduro's election has meant the continuation of a repressive regime, in
which censorship and the violation of human rights occur dailyto keep the ruling party in
power. Dissenting Christians are likely to continue being considered enemies of the homeland and
traitors.
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The Christian outlook - viewed through the lens of:

9 Dictatorial paranoia:in order for there to be change, a strong and organized opposition is
required. However, even if an opposition party existed to participate in future elections, the
arbitrary decisions taken by the Constituent Assembly concerning the conditions that political
parties must fulfil in order to participate in the elections, would most probably prevent the
strongest opponents from competing.

T Communist and pos€Communist oppressionFreedom of speech, religious liberty and
freedom of conscience is likely to continue to be limited. The party will continue to emphasize
Communist ideology and suppress other views and values, including those embodied
in Christian faith. Schools are likely to continue promoting loyalty Nicolas Maduro and the
non-acceptance of ideas opposing the regime.

9 Organized corruption and crimewith the humanitarian crisis likely to worsen and with a
falling GDP, the country will continue to be a paradise for criminal networks involved in, for
instance, money laundering, drug and people trafficking. As a consequence, even more
Venezuelans are likely to emigrate to other countries.

Conclusion: The economic, social and political crisis in the country can hardly be overcome in the

short term. The international sanctions will continue to affect the population as long as the president
refuses to restore the rule of law and protection of its citizens’ civil and political rights. In this
context, church leaders and ordinary Christians will continue to experience persecution as long they
openly speak up against the regime.

External Links - WWL 2019: Persecution Dynamics

1.

Persecution engines: Bolivarian National Intelligence Service (SEBIN) -
http://www.milicia.mil.ve/milicia/index.php/la-milicia/mision

Persecution engines: Corruption Perception Index 2017 -
https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/corruption_perceptions_index_2017

Drivers of persecution: ban - https://prodavinci.com/sobre-la-ilegalizacion-de-partidos-en-
venezuela/

Drivers of persecution: persecute - https://www.elobservador.com.uy/la-iglesia-catolica-y-el-
chavismo-un-enfrentamiento-que-se-renueva-n1174770

Drivers of persecution: defamation - https://diocesisdetrujillo.com.ve/comunicado-de-la-
presidencia-de-la%20-cev-before-the-words-issued-by-the-sr-president-in-the-speech-of-
January-15/

Drivers of persecution: prevent - https://alnavio.com/noticia/13970/actualidad/el-regimen-de-
nicolas-maduro-atenta-contra-la-libertad-religiosa-de-catolicos-y-evangelicos.html

Drivers of persecution: prohibited - https://es.aleteia.org/2017/11/03/venezuela-a-sacerdotes-
y-obispos-les-impiden-visitar-a-los-presos/

Drivers of persecution: crisis - https://es.panampost.com/orlando-
avendano/2018/01/12/alertan-paramilitarizacion-en-venezuela-saqueos/
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9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Context: index - https://rsf.org/en/venezuela

Context: worst year - https://prodavinci.com/el-peor-ano-para-la-libertad-de-expresion-e-
informacion-en-venezuela/

Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence: preventing -
https://www.elmundo.es/internacional/2018/01/20/5a639896468aeb682a8b4630.html

Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence: monitored -
http://protestantedigital.com/magacin/43403/Ser_cristiano_en_la_Venezuela_de_hoy_en_dia

Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence: harassed -
https://www.infobae.com/opinion/2018/04/10/la-iglesia-venezolana-en-tiempos-de-dictadura/

Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence: Pharisees -
https://es.aleteia.org/2017/11/02/maduro-desatado-contra-la-iglesia/

Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence: gag laws -
http://www.noticiacristiana.com/sociedad/iglesiaestado/2018/01/maduro-castigo-religiosos-
gobierno.html

Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence: insults -
https://www.elindependiente.com/politica/2018/01/21/la-iglesia-venezuela-planta-cara-
maduro/

Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence: arrests - http://www.ntn24.com/america-
latina/venezuela/detienen-al-padre-lenin-bastidas-durante-caminata-en-altagracia-de-orituco

Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence: rejection -
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/281352.pdf

Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence: prohibition -
https://es.aleteia.org/2017/11/03/venezuela-a-sacerdotes-y-obispos-les-impiden-visitar-a-los-
presos/

Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence: attacks -
http://www.latribuna.hn/2018/02/06/sacerdote-pedia-democracia-venezuela-atacado-chavista-
video/

Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence: sprayed -
https://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/venezuela-con-pintas-insultan-al-arzobispo-de-cumana-
fotos-y-video-88478

Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence: disrupted -
http://www.latribuna.hn/2018/02/06/sacerdote-pedia-democracia-venezuela-atacado-chavista-
video/

Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence: organizing - http://www.ntn24.com/america-
latina/venezuela/detienen-al-padre-lenin-bastidas-durante-caminata-en-altagracia-de-orituco
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24. Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence: distributing -
https://www.noticiacristiana.com/sociedad/persecuciones/2018/10/venezuela-gobierno-
difamar-iglesia.html
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Additional Reports and Articles

WWR in-depth reports

A selection of in-depth reports is available at: http://opendoorsanalytical.org/reports/ (password:
freedom).

Open Doors article(s) from the region

A selection of articles is available at: http://opendoorsanalytical.org/articles/ (password freedom).

World Watch Monitor news articles

Use the country search function at: https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/

Recent country developments

Use the country search function at: http://opendoorsanalytical.org/ (password: freedom).

23



http://opendoorsanalytical.org/reports/
http://opendoorsanalytical.org/articles/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/
http://opendoorsanalytical.org/

