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World Watch List 2018 

 

 

 

 

1. Private Life 2. Family Life 3. Community Life 4. National Life 5. Church Life 6. Violence
TOTAL SCORE WWL 

2018

TOTAL 

SCORE 

WWL 

2017

TOTAL 

SCORE 

WWL 

2016

TOTAL 

SCORE 

WWL 

2015

TOTAL 

SCORE 

WWL 

2014

Rank Country Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score

1 North Korea 16.7 16.7 16.7 16.7 16.7 10.6 94 92 92 92 90

2 Afghanistan 16.7 16.7 16.7 16.7 16.7 10.0 93 89 88 81 78

3 Somalia 16.0 16.2 16.1 16.3 16.4 10.4 91 91 87 90 80

4 Sudan 14.2 14.5 14.3 15.6 16.0 12.0 87 87 84 80 73

5 Pakistan 14.4 13.5 13.8 15.0 13.1 16.7 86 88 87 79 77

6 Eritrea 15.2 14.5 15.8 16.1 15.2 9.4 86 82 89 79 72

7 Libya 15.2 15.3 14.2 15.7 15.5 10.4 86 78 79 76 71

8 Iraq 14.7 14.7 14.9 14.9 15.1 11.3 86 86 90 86 78

9 Yemen 16.7 16.6 16.4 16.5 16.7 2.6 85 85 78 73 74

10 Iran 14.0 14.1 14.5 15.8 16.4 10.0 85 85 83 80 77

11 India 12.6 12.7 13.2 14.7 12.9 14.4 81 73 68 62 55

12 Saudi Arabia 14.9 13.7 14.2 15.5 16.4 4.1 79 76 76 77 78

13 Maldives 15.2 15.5 13.5 15.8 16.7 1.1 78 76 76 78 77

14 Nigeria 11.8 11.5 13.1 12.1 12.1 16.5 77 78 78 78 70

15 Syria 14.4 14.3 14.1 14.5 14.7 3.7 76 86 87 83 79

16 Uzbekistan 15.5 12.1 13.0 13.1 16.0 3.5 73 71 70 69 68

17 Egypt 11.3 12.8 12.2 11.7 9.5 12.4 70 65 64 61 61

18 Vietnam 12.4 8.4 12.7 14.2 13.8 7.4 69 71 66 68 65

19 Turkmenistan 15.2 10.3 12.9 12.8 15.2 1.9 68 67 66 63 62

20 Laos 12.9 8.6 13.6 13.9 14.9 3.5 67 64 58 58 62

21 Jordan 13.2 13.3 11.5 10.9 13.0 4.3 66 63 59 56 56

22 Tajikistan 13.3 11.3 11.8 11.8 12.9 4.3 65 58 58 50 47

23 Malaysia 12.0 14.9 12.8 12.4 9.3 3.9 65 60 58 55 49

24 Myanmar 11.6 11.1 13.2 10.4 11.0 7.8 65 62 62 60 59

25 Nepal 12.6 11.9 10.7 11.5 12.4 4.6 64

26 Brunei 14.3 14.2 10.7 10.2 13.5 0.9 64 64 61 58 57

27 Qatar 13.4 12.9 11.7 11.3 14.1 0.0 63 66 65 64 63

28 Kazakhstan 12.8 10.0 10.2 12.2 13.7 3.7 63 56 55 51 49

29 Ethiopia 9.8 10.0 10.8 10.9 10.5 10.4 62 64 67 61 65

30 Tunisia 11.9 13.2 10.6 10.7 12.0 3.9 62 61 58 55 55

31 Turkey 12.5 9.7 9.8 11.7 9.6 8.7 62 57 55 52 (not in WWL)

32 Kenya 12.0 10.9 10.0 7.9 11.7 9.4 62 68 68 63 48

33 Bhutan 11.9 11.6 12.4 11.4 13.1 1.1 62 61 56 56 54

34 Kuwait 13.4 12.6 11.6 10.9 12.3 0.4 61 57 56 49 50

35 Central African Republic 9.0 8.1 10.1 8.9 8.8 16.1 61 58 59 67 67

36 Palestinian Territories 12.1 12.8 10.7 10.5 12.6 1.1 60 64 62 58 53

37 Mali 11.4 9.6 11.2 8.1 9.2 9.6 59 59 55 52 54

38 Indonesia 10.3 11.0 11.5 10.0 9.3 6.9 59 55 55 50 46

39 Mexico 8.3 7.6 12.1 10.7 9.7 10.4 59 57 56 55 (not in WWL)

40 United Arab Emirates 13.6 12.2 10.0 10.4 11.8 0.2 58 55 55 49 51

41 Bangladesh 10.4 8.8 11.4 9.6 7.5 10.0 58 63 57 51 46

42 Algeria 12.3 13.1 7.5 10.4 12.4 2.0 58 58 56 55 54

43 China 9.2 7.2 8.0 10.7 13.3 9.1 57 57 57 57 51

44 Sri Lanka 11.1 7.6 10.5 11.3 10.1 6.9 57 55 (not in WWL) 51 55

45 Azerbaijan 13.1 9.1 9.3 11.1 12.4 2.4 57 (not in WWL) 57 50 (not in WWL)

46 Oman 12.1 12.2 9.9 9.4 12.6 1.1 57 53 53 55 56

47 Mauritania 11.5 11.3 11.1 12.2 11.0 0.0 57 55 (not in WWL) 50 51

48 Bahrain 12.9 13.1 10.2 9.9 10.3 0.2 57 54 54 (not in WWL) 48

49 Colombia 7.9 7.6 11.9 8.6 8.5 11.9 56 53 55 55 56

50 Djibouti 12.2 12.2 10.3 9.9 11.7 0.0 56 57 58 60 46

WWL 2018 Persecution Watch Countries1

1. Private Life 2. Family Life 3. Community Life 4. National Life 5. Church Life 6. Violence

TOTAL SCORE WWL 

2018

Rank Country Score Score Score Score Score Score Score

51 Comoros 11.7 11.5 9.1 9.4 13.9 0.4 56

52 Kyrgyzstan 11.7 9.5 10.0 8.1 11.6 2.8 54

53 Tanzania 10.1 10.3 10.1 9.5 9.0 3.9 53

54 Russian Federation 11.1 8.4 10.1 8.9 10.7 2.0 51

55 Morocco 10.4 11.5 7.6 8.8 12.0 0.6 51

56 Cuba 8.5 4.9 10.7 10.4 12.2 2.4 49

57 Uganda 10.9 8.7 9.5 8.7 4.8 3.9 46

58 Niger 9.9 9.7 9.0 7.0 7.1 2.6 45

1
 These countries reached a score of 41 points or more but did not receive enough points to be included in the WWL Top 50.

(not in WWL)
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Nigeria – Country dossier (April 2018) 
 

No copyright - This report is the property of World Watch Research (WWR), the research 

department of Open Doors International. It may be used and distributed free of charge, but 

please always acknowledge WWR as the source.  

Contents 
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Open Doors article(s) from the region ................................................................................ 18 

World Watch Monitor news articles ................................................................................... 22 

Recent country developments ........................................................................................... 29 

 

Introduction 
This country report is a collation of documents based around Open Doors World Watch List 

(WWL)1 including statistical information on world religions, Christian denominations, and 

people groups prepared by the World Christian Database (WCD)2. Further news and analysis is 

supplied by World Watch Monitor3 and WWR staff. 

NIGERIA  

World Watch List Score Rank 
WWL 2018 77 14 

WWL 2017 78 12 

WWL 2016 78 12 
WWL 2015 78 10 

WWL 2014 70 14 
 

 

                                                           
1
 See: https://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/countries/ 

2
 WCD website: http://www.brill.com/publications/online-resources/world-christian-database  

3
 See: https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/ 

https://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/countries/
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/countries/
http://www.brill.com/publications/online-resources/world-christian-database
http://abcnews.go.com/search?searchtext=Ethiopia
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/countries/
http://www.brill.com/publications/online-resources/world-christian-database
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WWL 2018: Keys to understanding Nigeria 

Link for general background information: 
See BBC country profile: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13949550 

Recent country history 
Nigeria, a country with the largest population in Africa and a major political and economic 

force in West Africa and the continent at large, is a legacy of British colonial rule. The conquest 

of what is now Nigeria started with the annexation of Lagos as a colony by the British Crown in 

the 1850s which led to the establishment of further protectorates and colonies in the region. 

After the amalgamation of these various colonies and protectorates in 1914 the Colony and 

Protectorate of Nigeria came into existence.  

Since gaining independence in 1960, Nigeria went through a series of civilian administrations 

which were overthrown by the army. After sixteen years of military rule by four different 

generals, in which transition to democracy and civilian rule were continually postponed, the 

Fourth Republic was inaugurated with a new constitution in 1999. The transition that had 

eluded Nigeria for more than a decade and half was made possible partly due to the sudden 

death of the military dictator General Sani Abacha. Upon his death, his successor, General 

Abdulsalami Alhaji Abubakar, oversaw a quick transition to civilian rule and promulgated a new 

constitution. Since the resumption of constitutional rule in Nigeria in 1999, the People's 

Democratic Party emerged as the dominant party winning all presidential elections except the 

2015 presidential election. The country moved into a new chapter of history in May 2015 when 

Goodluck Jonathan conceded defeat in the presidential elections and passed power to the 

opposition. Over the past years the country has been fighting insurgency in parts of the Niger 

Delta region and radical Islamic militants in the northern parts of the country. The 

administration of President Buhari claims that Boko Haram has been defeated in military terms. 

Nevertheless Boko Haram still continues to be a menace to Nigerians particularly in the 

northern part of the country.   

The religious landscape  
In addition to ethnicity, religion is one of the significant fault lines in Nigeria. The southern part 

of Nigeria is predominantly inhabited by Christians while northern Nigeria is mainly inhabited 

by Muslims. This is mainly due to the restrictions placed on missionary activity in northern 

Nigeria during colonial times. This regional religious divide also coincides with the ethnic divide 

in Nigeria. Among the three major ethnic groups in Nigeria, the Hausa-Fulani of northern 

Nigeria are predominantly Muslim, the Igbo of south eastern Nigeria are mainly Christian while 

the Yoruba of southwestern Nigeria have both a significant Muslim and Christian population.  

The political landscape  
Ethnicity and religion play a significant role in Nigerian politics. Politicians try to mobilize 

support directly and indirectly by appealing to ethnic and religious solidarity. Historically the 

Muslim Hausa-Fulani politicians are perceived as being dominant in Nigerian politics, especially 

due to their dominance in the army which had always been a significant player in Nigerian 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13949550
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politics. The major bone of contention in Nigerian politics is the distribution of the revenue 

derived from the country’s considerable oil resources. Corruption is rampant and a serious 

problem in Nigeria both at a state and federal level.  

 

Nigeria has been a federal state since its independence in 1960, and since the turn of the 21st 

century some of the northern Nigerian states have adopted sharia law making Islam more and 

more influential. Political violence is also a characteristic feature of Nigerian politics. In 

addition to the Biafra civil war of the 1960’s the ongoing insurgency in the Niger Delta shows 

the persistence of political violence even in contemporary Nigeria.  

The socio-economic landscape  
Nigeria is ranked 152 out of 188 countries on the UNDP Human Development Index4. 

According to the UN Human Development Report, the average life expectancy of Nigerians is 

53.1 years old and the adult literacy rate is 59.6%. According to the same report, the Gross 

National Income (GNI) per capita of Nigeria is estimated to be 5,443. Nigeria has a very young 

population and a high rate of unemployment. In economic terms as well as in the provision of 

social services, northern Nigeria is less advanced in comparison with southern Nigeria. The 

export of crude oil is the major source of revenue for the Nigerian state and the mainstay of 

the economy. In 2016, the country experienced another serious economic crisis and was 

forced to devalue its currency again.  

Concluding remarks  
Nigeria is a giant in Africa fraught with many complicated problems. Due to its size and human 

and natural resources, it has the potential to be a strong force in the continent. However, the 

political instability, insecurity and rampant corruption that have characterized the country for 

decades still persist have weakened it considerably. Regional, ethnic and religious tensions and 

competition among politicians exacerbate the problem. The extent to which these issues are 

addressed will determine whether or not Nigeria will be able to realize its potential and 

become a prosperous and stable country. However, the current trends in the country seem to 

indicate that Nigeria will continue to be a country struggling to stay afloat. 

 

WWL 2018: Church History and Facts  

How many Christians? 
 

Pop 2017 

 

Christians 

 

Chr% 

191,836,000 88,906,000 46.3 

Source: WCD, May 2017  

                                                           
4
  The Human Development Index (HDI) is a composite statistic of life expectancy, education, and income per capita 

indicators. A country scores higher HDI when the life expectancy at birth is longer, the education period is longer, 
and the income per capita is higher.  

http://www.hdr.undp.org/en/composite/HDI
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How did Christians get there?  
The first Christian mission that reached Nigeria was during the Portuguese dominance of the 

Atlantic Coast in the 15th and 16th centuries. However, during that period, the Portuguese 

Catholics gave priority to economic and political activities, as a result of which Christian 

mission made no headway.5 Following the British Empire’s abolition of the transatlantic slave 

trade in 1807, another serious attempt was made to reintroduce Christianity to Nigeria. The 

liberated slaves who had already converted became instrumental in evangelizing the 

indigenous population. The case of Samuel Adjai Crowther, who was the first Nigerian Anglican 

priest, can be taken as an example. He played a key role in evangelizing in Yorubaland.6  After 

witnessing the success of Crowther, Anglicans of the Church Missionary Society, Methodists, 

Baptists, and the Roman Catholics increased efforts to have a strong Christian presence in 

Nigeria.  

As Christianity started flourishing in Nigeria, issues of discrimination, marginalization of African 

elites and disputes over resources etc. started pitting Christians against Christians and many 

church divisions resulted. The United Native African Church and the African Church (Bethel) 

broke away from the Anglican Church in 1891 and 1901 respectively. In 1917 the United 

African Methodist Church seceded from the Methodist Church.  Since 1950, Pentecostal 

churches have become very visible and include the Redeemed Christian Church of God, the 

Deeper Life Bible Church, and the Mountain of Fire and Miracles Church. There are also 

Pentecostal groups like the International Church of the Foursquare Gospel, the Full Gospel 

Businessmen Fellowship International, Youth with a Mission, and Christ for all Nations.  

What church networks7 exist today? 
Orthodox Catholic Protestant Independent Unaffiliated Double-aff Evangelical Renewalist 

52,600 24,965,000 56,575,000 33,781,000 150,000 -26,617,000 38,999,000 57,451,000 
Source: WCD, May 2017  

 
According to WCD statistics, the largest Christian denominations in Nigeria are:  

Catholic Church in Nigeria: 

Anglican Church of Nigeria 

Evangelical Churches of West Africa 

Nigerian Baptist Convention 

Apostolic Church of Nigeria 

                                                           
5
 See http://www.waado.org/UrhoboCulture/Religion/Erivwo/HistoryOfChristianity/ChapterOne.html.  

6
 See http://www.dacb.org/stories/nigeria/crowther5_samuel.html. 

7
 Orthodox: Eastern (Chalcedonian), Oriental (Pre-Chalcedonian, Non-Chalcedonian, Monophysite), Nestorian 

(Assyrian), and non-historical Orthodox. Roman Catholics: All Christians in communion with the Church of Rome. 
Protestants: Christians in churches originating in or in communion with the Western world’s 16th-century 
Protestant Reformation. Includes Anglicans, Lutherans and Baptists (any of whom may be Charismatic) and 
denominational Pentecostals, but not Independent traditions such as Independent Baptists nor independent 
Charismatics. Independents: Believers who do not identify with the major Christian traditions (Orthodox, Roman 
Catholic, Protestant). Unaffiliated Christians: Persons professing publicly to be Christians but who are not 
affiliated to churches. Doubly-affiliated Christians: Persons affiliated to or claimed by 2 denominations at once. 
Evangelicals: Churches, denominations, and individuals who identify themselves as evangelicals by membership in 
denominations linked to evangelical alliances (e.g., World Evangelical Alliance) or by self-identification in polls. 
Renewalists: Church members involved in the Pentecostal/Charismatic/Independent Charismatic renewal in the 
Holy Spirit. 

http://www.waado.org/UrhoboCulture/Religion/Erivwo/HistoryOfChristianity/ChapterOne.html
http://www.dacb.org/stories/nigeria/crowther5_samuel.html
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Celestial Church of Christ 

Fellowship of Churches of Christ of Nigeria 

Assemblies of God in Nigeria. 

Religious context (selection) 

Christian Muslim Hindu Buddhist 
Ethno-

religionist 
Jewish Bahai Atheist & others8 

88,906,000 88,403,000 35,200 10,100 13,875,000 1,300 45,400 554,800 

Source: WCD, May 2017  

 

Religion plays a pivotal role in Nigerian society. According to WCD data 46.1% of the 

population is Muslim. Even though Nigeria is constitutionally a secular state with freedom of 

religion enshrined in the constitution, for nearly 40 years the northern ruling elite have been 

giving preferential treatment to Muslims and discriminating against Christians. Since 1999, 

Sharia law has been imposed in 12 northern States to the resentment of Christians, causing a 

very high level of concern.  Also, in the Middle Belt region of Nigeria, the Muslim Hausa Fulani 

herdsmen/settlers are killing and displacing Christians and taking over their farmland. Little has 

been done to stop the persecution of Christians in these areas.  

Notes on the current situation  
The impact made by Boko Haram is immense. Boko Haram has carried out many violent 

attacks against Christians in the northern states that have resulted in widespread killings and 

the destruction of churches. 

The uncertainty and secrecy behind the poor health of President Buhari is creating an 

environment in which factions and conspiracies are thriving, even leading to rumors of a coup. 

 

WWL 2018: Short & Simple Persecution 

Profile 
Reporting period: 1 November 2016 - 31 October 2017 

WWL 2018: Points: 77 / Position: 14 
WWL 2017: Points: 78 / Position: 12 

WWL 2016: Points: 78 / Position: 12 

Where persecution comes from 
 Hostility towards Christians is often spread by radical Islamic teaching and practice. This is 

reinforced by the fact that Islam is the dominant religion in the northern part of Nigeria while 

Christianity is dominant in the south. The rivalry between ethnic groups in the south and the 

north often has a spillover effect contributing to the persecution of Christians. Radical armed 

groups such as Boko Haram and Fulani Muslim herdsmen have been particularly active in the 

persecution of Christians in northern Nigeria and the Middle Belt region. The violence in the 

                                                           
8
 This category includes Atheists, Agnostics and New religionists. 
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Middle Belt area indicates that the violent persecution of Christians in the country is spreading 

southwards. Further, there is corruption at all levels of government, and criminal groups (often 

organized along ethnic lines) are engaged in human and drug-trafficking. Both occasionally give 

rise to the persecution of Christians.  

 

How Christians are suffering  
Most Christians in the southern part of the country live in an environment in which their 

religious freedom is respected. However, Christians in the north and in the Middle Belt suffer 

from violence perpetrated by militant Islamic groups. Such violence often results in the loss of 

life, physical injury as well as loss of property. As a result of the violence, Christians are also 

dispossessed of their land and means of livelihood. Christians in northern Nigeria, especially in 

the Sharia states, face discrimination and exclusion as second class citizens. Christians with a 

Muslim background also face rejection from their own families and pressure to give up 

Christianity.  

 

Corruption has enfeebled the state and has made it ill equipped to protect Christians from the 

violence perpetrated by groups like Boko Haram. Sometimes, churches are used as vehicles for 

money-laundering; churches that are perceived to be associated with such criminal activity 

(i.e. receiving donations from criminal benefactors) often end up being targets of crime-related 

violence.  

 

Examples 

¶ A raid conducted on five villages that are predominantly inhabited by Christians resulted in 

the death of 45 people the Kauru Local Government Area, in the Middle Belt state of 

Kaduna9. The attack occurred on 13 November 2016 and is believed to have been carried 

out by Fulani Muslim herdsmen. Those who perpetrated the attack also burned down more 

than one hundred houses including eight house churches.  

¶ In an attack staged by suspected to be Fulani Muslim herdsmen, 20 Christians were killed in 

the village of Ancha Bassa10 in Plateau State on 7 September 2017. 

¶ On 20 July 2017, a church in the city of Onitsha in southern Nigeria was attacked11 by 

gunmen killing 12 and injuring 18. The attack is believed to have been connected to gang 

warfare involving a wealthy benefactor in the church. 

      

 

 

 

                                                           
9
 See: https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2016/11/45-killed-in-yet-another-attack-on-christian-communities-in-

kaduna/ 
10

 See: https://www.globalchristiannews.org/article/christian-leaders-decry-killings-by-fulani-herdsmen/ 
11

 See: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/08/world/africa/nigeria-ozubulu-church-attack.html 
 
 

https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2016/11/45-killed-in-yet-another-attack-on-christian-communities-in-kaduna/
https://www.globalchristiannews.org/article/christian-leaders-decry-killings-by-fulani-herdsmen/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/08/world/africa/nigeria-ozubulu-church-attack.html
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2016/11/45-killed-in-yet-another-attack-on-christian-communities-in-kaduna/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2016/11/45-killed-in-yet-another-attack-on-christian-communities-in-kaduna/
https://www.globalchristiannews.org/article/christian-leaders-decry-killings-by-fulani-herdsmen/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/08/world/africa/nigeria-ozubulu-church-attack.html


  

 8 

 

 

WWL 2018: Persecution Dynamics 
Reporting period: 1 November 2016 - 31 October 2017  

WWL 2018: Points: 77 / Position: 14 
WWL 2017: Points: 78/ Position: 12 

WWL 2016: Points: 78/ Position: 12 

 

Contents 
 
Position on World Watch List (WWL) ............................................................................................ 8 

Persecution engines ...................................................................................................................... 8 

Drivers of persecution ................................................................................................................. 10 

Context ........................................................................................................................................ 11 

Christian communities and how they are affected ..................................................................... 12 

Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence ............................................................................ 13 

Gender profile of persecution ..................................................................................................... 15 

Future outlook ............................................................................................................................. 16 

Policy considerations ................................................................................................................... 16 

 

Position on World Watch List (WWL) 
 
Nigeria’s score of 77 (Rank 14) is one point less in comparison to the WWL 2017 score. 

Pressure decreased in the Community and National spheres of life, but still remains at a very 

high levels in all spheres, with Christians living in predominantly Muslim communities in the 

north facing particular persecution in their daily life. The score for violence rose to 16.5, close 

to the maximum possible. Despite the relative decline in violence against Christians by Boko 

Haram, there have been persistent attacks by Fulani Muslim herdsmen in the Middle Belt 

region.  

Persecution engines 
 

Persecution engines12 in Nigeria 

Islamic oppression Very strong 

Religious nationalism Not at all  

Ethnic antagonism Medium  

Denominational protectionism Weak  

                                                           
12

  The scale for the level of influence of Persecution engines and Drivers in society is: Not at all / Very weak / Weak 
/ Medium / Strong / Very strong. 
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Communist and post-Communist oppression Not at all  

Secular intolerance Not at all  

Dictatorial paranoia Not at all  

Organized corruption and crime                 Medium  

 

Islamic oppression:  

Although the Islamic militant group Boko Haram is most often associated with the persecution 

of Christians in northern Nigeria, the pattern of persecution is much more complex than simply 

the killing or wounding of Christians (and moderate Muslims) by radical Islamic militants. This 

is especially so in the twelve northern Sharia states where local government and communities 

leave little freedom for Christians to live  out their faith. In line with the violent traditions of 

the Maitatsine riots of the 1980s and the Sharia implementation of 2001, Christians in 

northern Nigeria have increasingly become targets for jihadist attacks. Building on this, Boko 

Haram has, for the past few years, carried out a systematic campaign against the Nigerian 

state, specifically targeting Christians in its ideology, rhetoric and actions with the intent of 

establishing an Islamic state. Using the rhetoric of radical Islam, it declared an Islamic caliphate 

in Gwoza, Borno State, in August 2014. The expansion of this caliphate has now been stopped 

by government forces, but the violence caused by Boko Haram continues to affect thousands 

of people (especially Christians), and fosters a mutual distrust between Christians and Muslims 

in the entire region, if not country. 

 

Violence is also perpetrated by Islamic assailants, commonly identified as Muslim herdsmen, 

who descend on villages in the Middle Belt region (often at night) attacking innocent people, 

including women and children. There have also been reports that the state governments of 

Benue, Kaduna, Nasarawa and Taraba States are pushing to establish and reserve grazing fields 

for Fulani Muslim herdsmen.13 This means that swaths of land are taken away from indigenous 

Christian communities for that purpose, depriving Christians of their farming fields and 

livelihood. 

 

Ethnic antagonism:  

There are indications that Ethnic antagonism has led to violence against the Church in parts of 

Nigeria. For instance, although not in the WWL 2018 reporting period, there have been reports 

of violent attacks by animists against churches and priests.14 Furthermore, there are also 

studies confirming antagonism and conflict between adherents of African traditional religions 

                                                           
13 For a better understanding of the background to the violence in these states see the recent series of detailed 

reports prepared by World Watch Research and partners:   
Nigeria – Investigating common narratives of violent conflict in Nasarawa State – 2016 
Nigeria Renew – Crushed-but-not-defeated-Full-Report – 2016 
Nigeria – Violent Conflict in Taraba State (2013 – 2015) – 2015 
Nigeria – Ethnic cleansing in the Middle Belt Region – 2015 
Nigeria – Migration and Violent Conflict in Divided Societies – 2015 
Nigeria – Boko Haram and Gender-Based Violence against Christian Women and Children in North-Eastern Nigeria 

since 1999 – reissued 2015.  
All available at: http://theanalytical.org/reports/, password: freedom. 

 
14

 See https://www.worthynews.com/931-nigeria-animists-attack-churches-and-priests-for-making-gods-angry, last 
accessed 27 September 2017.  

https://www.worthynews.com/931-nigeria-animists-attack-churches-and-priests-for-making-gods-angry
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Nigeria-Investigating-common-narratives-of-violent-conflict-in-Nasarawa-State-2016.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Crushed-but-not-defeated-Full-Report-1.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Violent-Conflict-in-Taraba-State-2013-2015.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Ethnic-cleansing-in-the-Middle-Belt-Region-of-Nigeria-2015.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Migration-and-Violent-Conflict-in-Divided-Societies-March-2015.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Boko-Haram-and-Gender-Based-Violence-against-Christian-Women-and-Children-in-North-Eastern-Nigeria-since-1999-2015.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Boko-Haram-and-Gender-Based-Violence-against-Christian-Women-and-Children-in-North-Eastern-Nigeria-since-1999-2015.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/reports/
https://www.worthynews.com/931-nigeria-animists-attack-churches-and-priests-for-making-gods-angry
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and Christianity in the south eastern part of Nigeria.15 Since such traditional religions are very 

often ethnic specific and considered to be the repositories of the culture of ethnic groups, the 

antagonism against Christianity can be considered as being prompted partially by Ethnic 

antagonism. Furthermore, due to the fact that ethnic fault-lines in the country also reflect 

religious divisions, Ethnic antagonism feeds into the overall persecution of and violence 

against Christians. The movement for secession in south eastern Nigeria seems to be 

aggravating the situation and in June 2017 a group called the Arewa Youth Consultative Forum 

issued an ultimatum to ethnic Igbos living in the north (most of whom are Christians) to leave 

northern Nigeria and go back to their home states within three months.16 The group has also 

declared its intention to confiscate all properties owned by Igbos in northern Nigeria.    

 

Organized Corruption and Crime:  

There is a threat to Church that is caused and driven by organized crime networks which 

engage in extortion and at times in kidnapping. The pervasive nature of corruption in the 

country has also contributed to the weak and ineffectual nature of the response by Nigerian 

security forces to the threats faced by Christians who are attacked by Boko Haram and the 

Fulani herdsmen.  There are also pockets of organized crime that are directly affecting the 

church. Christians are also specifically targeted for killings in the South by such groups.  

Drivers of persecution 
 

Drivers of persecution in Nigeria  

Government officials at any level from local to national Strong  

Ethnic group leaders Medium  

Non-Christian religious leaders at any level from local to national Very Strong  

Christian religious leaders at any level from local to national Not at all 

Violent religious groups Very Strong  

Ideological pressure groups Not at all 

Normal citizens (people from the general public), including mobs Medium 

Own (extended) family Very Strong  

Political parties at any level from local to national Medium 

Revolutionaries or paramilitary groups Not at all 

Organized crime cartels or networks Medium  

Multilateral organizations (e.g. UN) and embassies Weak  

 

Drivers of Persecution for Islamic oppression: 

In the Nigerian context, armed Islamist groups like Boko Haram as well as the militants that are 

often referred to as Fulani Muslim herdsmen are the major drivers of persecution. These 

groups are responsible for the most violent incidents of persecution as illustrated in the killing 

and displacement of Christians in northern Nigeria and in the Middle Belt region. In addition to 

these groups government officials and politicians - particularly at the state level - are also 

drivers of persecution in the northern part of the country where Sharia law has been put in 

                                                           
15

  See http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2158244017709322, last accessed 27 September 2017.  
16

  See https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/more-news/233266-arewa-groups-ask-igbos-to-leave-northern-
nigeria-threaten-violence.html, last accessed 27 September 2017.  

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2158244017709322
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/more-news/233266-arewa-groups-ask-igbos-to-leave-northern-nigeria-threaten-violence.html
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2158244017709322
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/more-news/233266-arewa-groups-ask-igbos-to-leave-northern-nigeria-threaten-violence.html
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/more-news/233266-arewa-groups-ask-igbos-to-leave-northern-nigeria-threaten-violence.html
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place as state law. Ordinary people - particularly the immediate and extended family of 

converts - are also drivers of persecution when it comes to Muslim background believers.  

 

 

Drivers of persecution for Ethnic antagonism 

In many parts of Nigeria - especially in the north - ethnic fault-lines coincide with religious 

divisions. The main drivers of the resulting Ethnic antagonism include ordinary citizens and 

religious leaders (who also act as traditional leaders of ethnic groups). Armed groups such as 

the Fulani Muslim herdsmen are also important actors. Nigeria’s politics is very much 

influenced by ethnicity and as a result politicians and political parties also indirectly contribute 

to the impunity enjoyed by the perpetrators of violent persecution. (President Buhari is, for 

example, ethnic Fulani.) 

 

Drivers of Persecution for Organized corruption and crime 

Corrupt government officials and organized criminal groups engage in drug trafficking and 

criminal groups in some parts of southern Nigeria also try to use churches as convenient 

instruments for money- laundering. As a result, churches and Christians get entangled in the 

conflict and violence of such groups.  

 

Context  
 

On 29 May 2015 Muhammadu Buhari was sworn in as the fourth president of Nigeria since the 

adoption of the current Nigerian Constitution. In his inauguration speech17 he promised to 

bring “increased prosperity” to the country, and also vowed to tackle corruption and the 

insurgency headed by Boko Haram which he described as “a mindless, godless group, who are 

as far away from Islam as one can think”. In fact, the Nigerian army has been relatively 

successful in driving Boko Haram away from the territories it had occupied. However, despite 

this success in fighting Boko Haram, which has been responsible for much of the violence 

against Christians in recent years, the continuing violence against Christians in the Middle Belt 

region of Nigeria remains an enormous source of concern. As reported by World Watch 

Research in 2015 in the report “Ethnic cleansing in the Middle Belt Region of Nigeria”18, a 

vicious circle of violence in the Middle Belt region of Nigeria is taking place in the shadow of 

Boko Haram. Attacks perpetrated by Fulani herdsmen and settlers have led to the deaths of 

thousands of Christians, with hundreds of churches and properties targeted and destroyed.19 

The persecution of Christians through Islamic oppression does not extend to the whole of 

Nigeria, however. Looking from the point of view of hostilities against Christians, the Nigerian 

landscape can be divided into distinct regions:  

                                                           
17

  See: https://guardian.ng/features/president-muhammadu-buharis-inaugural-speech/, last accessed 8 September 
2017. 

18
  See: http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Ethnic-cleansing-in-the-Middle-Belt-Region-of-
Nigeria-2015.pdf (password: freedom). 

19
 See also “Nigeria: Benue State under the shadow of “herdsmen 

Terrorism” (2014 – 2016) (with update: 1 January – 31 August 2017), available at http://theanalytical.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/11/Nigeria-Benue-State-2017-WWR.pdf.  

http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Ethnic-cleansing-in-the-Middle-Belt-Region-of-Nigeria-2015.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Migration-and-Violent-Conflict-in-Divided-Societies-March-2015.pdf
https://guardian.ng/features/president-muhammadu-buharis-inaugural-speech/
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Ethnic-cleansing-in-the-Middle-Belt-Region-of-Nigeria-2015.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Ethnic-cleansing-in-the-Middle-Belt-Region-of-Nigeria-2015.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Nigeria-Benue-State-2017-WWR.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Nigeria-Benue-State-2017-WWR.pdf
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¶ The North (19 states & the Abuja Federal Capital Territory) is mainly Muslim, with 

Christian majority states in the Middle Belt. Large parts of the Middle Belt have 

become part of the twelve so-called Sharia-states in the North. For example, Kaduna-

North is Muslim majority, Kaduna-South is Christian majority, but the Kaduna 

administration is Muslim dominated. 

 

¶ The South (17 states) is mainly Christian, but the South-West (Yoruba) has a large 

Muslim population.  

 

Nigeria is one of the most complex nations on the African continent. The persecution of 

Christians overlaps with clashes over the control of resources in some states. According to 

human rights activists and reports, the Nigerian government barely investigates the killings 

and abuses of Christians at the hands of radical Islamic organizations and/or individuals. By 

doing so, the government has failed to fulfil its international obligation as enshrined under 

UNDHR and ICCPR. In addition, it has been widely reported that Boko Haram has been doing all 

it can to incite conflict between Muslim and Christian communities.  

Apart from Christians, Nigerian Shia Muslims also face persecution in northern Nigeria 

including violent attacks from Sunni groups. Jehovah Witnesses are also a religious minority in 

Nigeria facing discrimination and violence particularly in the north. 

Christian communities and how they are affected 
 

Communities of expatriate Christians:  

This category does not exist in Nigeria as defined by WWL Methodology.   

 

Historical Christian communities: 

In Nigeria these include the Roman Catholic Church and Protestant denominations such as 

Anglicans, Methodists and Lutherans. In the context of the Boko Haram conflict, it was 

expected that the number of Christians would decrease. While it is true that Christians have 

been the majority of the victims killed, displaced or forced to migrate, there are indications 

that the Christian population may be growing despite of that. Field research has shown that, in 

the midst of the conflict, Roman Catholics are creating more dioceses and Protestant 

Christianity is growing faster than might have been expected. 

Communities of converts to Christianity:  

There are communities of converts from Islam to Christianity in Nigeria. In the northern Sharia 

states especially, conversion from Islam to Christianity is a dangerous act that can lead to many 

hardships including death threats, beatings and even arrests. For example, Aliyu, 24, who is a 

believer who converted to Christianity in Plateau State had to flee his village due to the death 

threats he received from relatives and neighbors because of his faith (as reported in January 

2016).20   

 

 

                                                           
20

 See: http://www.nairaland.com/2859354/persecution-ex-muslims-nigeria-wiki, last accessed 27 September 2017. 

http://www.nairaland.com/2859354/persecution-ex-muslims-nigeria-wiki
http://www.nairaland.com/2859354/persecution-ex-muslims-nigeria-wiki
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Non-traditional Christian communities:  

The number of Evangelical and Pentecostal communities is increasing in Nigeria. They now 

constitute about 20% of the Nigerian Church, and this figure is rising. In many of the northern 

states they are confronted with hardships like all other types of Christianity including violent 

attacks against their life and property by militant groups and discrimination by local 

authorities. 

Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence 
 

 

                                                                         (The maximum score for each block is 16.7) 

The Persecution pattern for Nigeria shows:  

¶ The average pressure on Christians in Nigeria remains at a very high level, but went 

down from 12.3 in WWL 2017 to 12.1.   

¶ Pressure is strongest in the Community and National spheres of life. The influence of 

intolerant and radical versions of Islam in many of the Sharia states in northern 

Nigeria. Christians living in predominantly Muslim communities in the north (especially 

in rural areas) are more vulnerable to pressure and persecution in their daily life.  

¶ The score for violence rose from 16.1 in WWL 2017 to 16.5. Despite the relative 

decline in the violence against Christians by Boko Haram, there have been persistent 

attacks by Fulani Muslim herdsmen which have caused the score to reach almost 

maximum level.  

 

Private sphere:  

Particularly in Bauchi, Gombo, Yobe and Borno States, more and more Christians find 

themselves under pressure not to display outwardly Christian symbols or the Bible. In fact, 

around Ganye, Jada and most parts of Borno and Yobe States, an increasing number of 
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Christians (not just converts) dress like Muslims to hide any Christian articles or materials on 

them and to escape being lynched.   

 

Family sphere:  

Faith-related pressure is most pronounced in the Sharia states, but also partly extends into 

neighboring states, and plays heavily upon Christians in their family and community spheres of 

life. Christians cannot bury their deceased in public cemeteries. Christian girls are under a 

serious threat of abduction and forced marriage.21  

 

Community sphere:  

In the community sphere, persecution is a problem mainly in northern Nigeria, especially in the 

Sharia states. In this part of the country, in state schools (especially at the primary and 

secondary level) Christian children are forced to participate in Islamic studies. Christian youth 

are often hindered from accessing secondary schools or higher education institutions in 

northern Nigeria, especially when those institutions are well-funded and have good equipment 

and high quality teaching. Christian students in northern Nigeria are often considered and 

treated as second-class citizens. Christian communities in northern Nigeria are also 

discriminated against in the provision of humanitarian aid despite being displaced by the 

violence of Boko Haram.22  

 

National sphere:  

In the national sphere as well, the problem is mainly in the northern states. Qualified 

Christians are often denied employment, and some are asked to give up their Christian faith in 

order to obtain immediate employment. In the northern Sharia states, Christians live in fear 

because of the unpredictable environment in which local government officials put pressure on 

them, sometimes assisted by Hisba (Sharia Police) and Dawah (Islamic missionary) committees. 

Even though the pressure against Christians is less in the non-Sharia northern states (in 

comparison to the Sharia states), Christians still face discrimination in national life and find it 

difficult to get jobs in the public sector. 

  

Church sphere:  

It is very difficult for churches to openly integrate new converts from Islam in the north. This 

would attract the attention of the Islamic community, which could result in violent actions 

against the churches in their entire area. Pastors are increasingly becoming targets for attacks 

by radical Muslims to stop any further growth of the Church. 

 

Violence:  

Violence against Christians in Nigeria has been extremely high in the WWL 2018 reporting 

period as has been the case in the past reporting periods as well. An alarming trend in this 

regard is the southward trajectory of the violence which is disrupting and even uprooting 

Christian communities around the areas that is often refered to as the Middle Belt.  The main 

                                                           
21

  See: https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2016/11/child-marriage-becoming-a-cloud-of-crisis-n-nigerian-
christian-leaders-warn-president/, last accessed 27 September 2017. 

22
 See: http://www.christianpost.com/news/christians-victimized-by-boko-haram-denied-food-aid-in-nigerian-
displacement-camps-178466/, last accessed 27 September 2017. 

https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2016/11/child-marriage-becoming-a-cloud-of-crisis-n-nigerian-christian-leaders-warn-president/
http://www.christianpost.com/news/christians-victimized-by-boko-haram-denied-food-aid-in-nigerian-displacement-camps-178466/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2016/11/child-marriage-becoming-a-cloud-of-crisis-n-nigerian-christian-leaders-warn-president/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2016/11/child-marriage-becoming-a-cloud-of-crisis-n-nigerian-christian-leaders-warn-president/
http://www.christianpost.com/news/christians-victimized-by-boko-haram-denied-food-aid-in-nigerian-displacement-camps-178466/
http://www.christianpost.com/news/christians-victimized-by-boko-haram-denied-food-aid-in-nigerian-displacement-camps-178466/
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perpetrators of violent attacks against Christians have been armed men that are commonly 

referred to as Fulani Muslim herdsmen. These attacks have resulted in the death, 

dispossession and eviction of thousands of Christians.  

 

Further examples:  

 

¶ A raid conducted on five villages that are predominantly inhabited by Christians has 

resulted in the death of 45 people the Kauru Local Government Area, in the Middle Belt 

state of Kaduna23. The attack occurred on 13 November 2016 and is believed to have been 

carried out by Fulani Muslim herdsmen. Those who perpetrated the attack also burned 

down more than one hundred houses including eight house churches.  

¶ In an attack staged by suspected to be Fulani Muslim herdsmen, 20 Christians were killed in 

the village of Ancha Bassa24 in Plateau State on 7 September 2017. 

¶ On 20 July 2017, a church in the city of Onitsha in southern Nigeria was attacked25 by 

gunmen killing 12 and injuring 18. The attack is believed to have been connected to gang 

warfare involving a wealthy benefactor in the church. 

 

Gender profile of persecution 
 
Female: 

Women and girls have often been abducted and subjected to sexual assault and rape. This has 

been the common practice of both Boko Haram26 and Fulani Muslim herdsmen. Many of them 

are also forced into marriage with non-Christians. The fact that there are laws which permit 

under-age marriage in some states (as well the existence of cultural and religious norms that 

discourage girls from going to school) contribute to this problem. The persecution of women 

and girls has a detrimental effect on the Church and Christian families. In addition to the great 

emotional toll and social cost of such persecution, in some communities where widows are the 

main bread winners of the family, such persecution of women also affects the economic 

wellbeing of the community. 

Male: 

Christian men and boys have often been targeted specifically, especially in the north-eastern 

part of the country where Boko Haram has been active. Many have been attacked, abducted 

and forced to join the militant group. Such attacks have a devastating effect on the Church and 

Christian families. 

 
 

                                                           
23

 See: https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2016/11/45-killed-in-yet-another-attack-on-christian-communities-in-
kaduna/ 

24
 See: https://www.globalchristiannews.org/article/christian-leaders-decry-killings-by-fulani-herdsmen/ 

25
 See: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/08/world/africa/nigeria-ozubulu-church-attack.html 

26
 To understand the background and context of violence against women as a form of persecution in northern 
Nigeria, see: “Our Bodies, Their Battleground - Boko Haram and Gender-Based Violence against Christian Women 
and Children in North-Eastern Nigeria since 1999”, http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Boko-
Haram-and-Gender-Based-Violence-against-Christian-Women-and-Children-in-North-Eastern-Nigeria-since-1999-
2015.pdf.  

https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2016/11/45-killed-in-yet-another-attack-on-christian-communities-in-kaduna/
https://www.globalchristiannews.org/article/christian-leaders-decry-killings-by-fulani-herdsmen/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/08/world/africa/nigeria-ozubulu-church-attack.html
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2016/11/45-killed-in-yet-another-attack-on-christian-communities-in-kaduna/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2016/11/45-killed-in-yet-another-attack-on-christian-communities-in-kaduna/
https://www.globalchristiannews.org/article/christian-leaders-decry-killings-by-fulani-herdsmen/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/08/world/africa/nigeria-ozubulu-church-attack.html
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Future outlook 
 
As the Nigerian army’s campaigns seem to be succeeding against Boko Haram, the latter is 

making more frequent inroads into neighboring countries such as Niger, Chad and Cameroon. 

If the Nigerian state and other countries in the region congratulate themselves and declare 

victory too early, Boko Haram will get an opportunity to regroup and continue its attacks 

against Christians in Nigeria and other countries in the region. Therefore, the situation of 

Christians in northern Nigeria is partly contingent upon whether or not the government of 

Nigeria and other countries in the region will continue the fight against Boko Haram without 

relenting.  

Northern Nigeria has huge numbers of IDPs, many of whom are Christians. These refugees 

have been internally displaced either by Boko Haram or by the ferocious attacks (often 

covered up by local state authorities) of the Fulani herdsmen most of whom happen to be 

Muslim. Many of them are not taken care of by national or international aid agencies. They are 

a visible witness to the supremacy of the persecutors and to the high vulnerability of the 

persecuted in this region. And this in turn encourages further violence with impunity and 

culminates in constant fear among the persecuted Christians. This vicious circle can only be 

broken when the international community intervenes by means of humanitarian aid and 

otherwise. 

Islamic oppression and ethnic antagonism are likely to persist in Nigeria in the foreseeable 

future. The blend of these persecution engines is likely to keep northern Nigeria a dangerous 

place for Christians. The government has so far appeared reluctant to take decisive measures 

against the violence perpetrated by Fulani herdsmen and settlers fighting for the control of the 

Middle Belt region of Nigeria. As the next presidential election to be held in 2019 looms closer, 

this is likely to have significant ramifications on the ground in Nigeria. There is a risk that 

ethnicity and religion will be used as instruments for mobilizing support on the campaign trail. 

At the same time, the elections could make the ruling party and president more responsive to 

the demands and concerns of Christians. However, the risk of a heightened mobilization of 

constituencies on the basis of ethnicity and religion could also become a reality even before 

the 2019 election if the ailing President Buhari dies in office.  

 

Policy considerations 
 

Taking in to account the above persecution dynamics, Open Doors suggests the following 

policy recommendations:  

 

¶ The Federal and individual state governments should instigate safeguards to ensure 

that religion will not be used or allowed to be used to promote injustice, impunity and 

discrimination. The international community should monitor the application of this 

principle.  
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¶ The Federal and individual state governments should ensure equal treatment, 

development, and economic empowerment of all entities within the states of Nigeria, 

both those local to the state and those displaced from elsewhere.  

¶ The Federal and individual state governments should ensure needs-based assistance, 

rehabilitation and reconstruction is provided to victims of Boko Haram and Fulani 

herdsman attacks and other forms of targeted violence, regardless of location.  

¶ The Federal Government and individual states should put in place measures and 

programs to protect women’s rights, tackle GBV, abduction of girls, forced marriages 

and also for the rehabilitation and support of girls and women who had experienced 

such abuse and attacks.  

 

WWR in-depth reports 

All available at: http://theanalytical.org/reports/, password: freedom. 

¶ Nigeria - Southern Kaduna - Short version 2018 

9 page quick read of WWR full report (Volumes 1 and 2) on Hausa-Fulani Muslim 

herdsmen attacks on Christian communities in Southern Kaduna. See below. 

 

¶ Nigeria – Southern Kaduna – Volume 1 – 2018 
36 page study of Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen attacks on Christians in Southern 

Kaduna. 

 

¶ Nigeria – Southern Kaduna – Volume 2  (appendices) – 2018 
161 page volume containing details of violence in tables corresponding to the sets of 

data summarized in Volume 1. 

 

¶ Nigeria – Benue State – Short version WWR 2017 
6 page quick read of "Nigeria: Benue State under the shadow of 'herdsmen terrorism'". 

See below. 

 

¶ Nigeria – Benue State under the shadow of “herdsmen terrorism” (2014-2016) with 
update: January-August 2017 – WWR 2017 
82 page report report showing that Muslim Hausa -Fulani attacks on Christian 

settlements in Benue State are to be classed as ethnic cleansing based on religious 

affiliation.  

 

¶ Nigeria – Investigating common narratives of violent conflict in Nasarawa State – 2016 
59 page study reveals that Christians have been specifically targeted by Hausa-Fulani 

Muslim herdsmen and by deliberate government policies to marginalize Christians and 

Christian communities in Nasarawa State. 

 

¶ Nigeria Renew – Crushed-but-not-defeated-Full-Report – 2016 

160 page documentation of field research on the impact of persistent violence on 

Christians in Northern Nigeria, showing gross violation of human rights and  religious 

freedom of Christians in Northern Nigeria.  

 

 

http://theanalytical.org/reports/
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Nigeria-Southern-Kaduna-Short-version-2018.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Nigeria-Southern-Kaduna-Volume-1-FINAL.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Nigeria-Southern-Kaduna-Volume-2.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Nigeria-Benue-State-Short-version-WWR-2017.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Nigeria-Benue-State-2017-WWR.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Nigeria-Benue-State-2017-WWR.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Nigeria-Investigating-common-narratives-of-violent-conflict-in-Nasarawa-State-2016.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Crushed-but-not-defeated-Full-Report-1.pdf
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¶ Nigeria – Violent Conflict in Taraba State (2013 – 2015) – 2015 
68 page study of the conflict in Taraba State which is usually defined as being 

contestation over land. In contrast, the data discussed in this report points to a massive 

campaign to displace indigenous Christian farmers, from ethnic groups such as the Tiv, 

Jukun, Kuteb, Chamba, Panso, Kaambu and Bandawa in towns and villages of central, 

northern and southern Taraba State. 

 

¶ Nigeria – Ethnic cleansing in the Middle Belt Region – 2015 
6 page article summarizing research into the ongoing ethnic cleansing and levels of 

atrocity occurring in Nigeriaõs Middle Belt region.  

 

¶ Nigeria – Migration and Violent Conflict in Divided Societies – 2015 
49 page study into non-Boko Haram violence in Nigeriaõs Middle Belt region, indicating 

that there is a sophisticated and systematic attack on Christians to be classed as a 

pattern of ethnic cleansing. 

 

¶ Nigeria – Boko Haram and Gender-Based Violence against Christian Women and 
Children in North-Eastern Nigeria since 1999 – reissued 2015. 
43 page study of the origins of Boko Haramõs ideological articulation in justifying their 

attacks against institutions and individuals, including Christian women and children.   

Return to top of document 

 

Open Doors article(s) from the region 
 

NIGERIA: SIX THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT THE DEADLY 

FULANI VIOLENCE IN THE MIDDLE BELT REGION 
 
21 August 2017 / Open Doors 

Summary:  

In Northern Nigeria targeted violence against Christians does not come only from Islamic Boko 

Haram militants. Muslim Fulani herders have caused unimaginable suffering for Christians in 

the Middle Belt region. This article offers background information. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

1. The Fulani are an unreached Muslim people 

Just over 38 million people belong to the larger Fulani cluster of ethnic groups found in pockets 

across 19 Central and West African countries. They speak a variety of languages including 

Hausa, English, French and Arabic and are the world's largest nomadic group roaming this large 

area in search of grazing for their cattle. With less than 1% professing Christians among them, 

http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Violent-Conflict-in-Taraba-State-2013-2015.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Ethnic-cleansing-in-the-Middle-Belt-Region-of-Nigeria-2015.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Migration-and-Violent-Conflict-in-Divided-Societies-March-2015.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Boko-Haram-and-Gender-Based-Violence-against-Christian-Women-and-Children-in-North-Eastern-Nigeria-since-1999-2015.pdf
http://theanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Boko-Haram-and-Gender-Based-Violence-against-Christian-Women-and-Children-in-North-Eastern-Nigeria-since-1999-2015.pdf
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they are yet unreached with the gospel. Although there are varying degrees of dedication 

throughout Fulani society, 99% follow Islam27.  

2. They are in conflict with farmers in Northern Nigeria’s strategic Middle Belt  

The Middle Belt28 is part of Muslim dominated northern Nigeria. Unlike the Hausa Muslim 

dominated far northern states, the Middle Belt hosts a diversity of peoples and cultures. It is a 

melting pot of ethno-religious groups that have long coexisted. It is also the center of Christian 

presence in the North. Many regard this area as the bread basket of northern Nigeria. As the 

Fulani herders increasingly migrate southward, they have come into conflict with the mostly 

Christian grain farmers over resources.  

3. Although socio-economic factors drive the conflict, a religious motive is clear 

Increasing desertification drives the Fulani gradually southward, intensifying pressure on 

already scarce resources.29 Herders have migrated here in a virtually unchecked way from 

neighboring West African countries (especially Niger) suffering drought. But there is more to 

the conflict than these socio-economic factors. In the attacks Christians are targeted and 

Muslims mostly spared. Open Doors research found that 88% of victims in Benue State were 

Christians. In Taraba State, 70% of the victims were Christians. In Nasarawa State 75% of the 

victims were Christians.30 “Christians are being driven out of their ancestral homes, and those 

who refused and stayed were indiscriminately targeted. The vacated lands are being grabbed 

by those who are responsible for the displacement.”31 

In the history of the Fulani people there have been waves of radicalization combining the 

conquering of land with expansion of their religion. The Fulani played a role in the jihad of 

Usman dan Fodio (1804-1815), who conquered parts of the Middle Belt and incorporated 

them into the Sokoto caliphate that lasted until 1903. In recent decades, the Fulani have again 

grown increasingly radical due to the influx of radical Islamic preaching by missionaries from 

Saudi Arabia and Iran. The attacks can be seen as a continuation of jihad seeking an Islamic 

state throughout Nigeria. 

“The Fulani want to subjugate Christians, disintegrate the country, weaken the Gospel and 

destroy the social and economic life of the people. There is a hidden agenda targeted at the 

Christian majority of southern Kaduna. This jihad is well-funded, well-planned and executed by 

agents of destabilization,” the Catholic Bishops of Kaduna, an area that suffered many attacks 

in recent years, recently stated.32  

                                                           
27

 See: https://joshuaproject.net/clusters/173. 
28

 Including Kwara, Kogi, Benue, Plateau, Nasarawa, Niger, Taraba and Adamawa States as well as the southern 
parts of Kaduna, Kebbi, Bauchi, Gombe and Borno states 

29
 See: http://opendoorsanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Crushed-but-not-defeated-Revision-Summary-
Report.pdf (password: freedom).  

30
 See: http://opendoorsanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Nigeria-Benue-State-Short-version-WWR-
2017.pdf, http://opendoorsanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Violent-Conflict-in-Taraba-State-2013-
2015.pdf, http://opendoorsanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Migration-and-Violent-Conflict-in-
Divided-Societies-March-2015.pdf (password: freedom). 

31
 See: http://opendoorsanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Ethnic-cleansing-in-the-Middle-Belt-Region-
of-Nigeria-2015.pdf (password: freedom). 

32
 See: WWM: Nigerian Human Rights Commission calls on president to stop callous Kaduna Killings. 

https://joshuaproject.net/clusters/173
http://opendoorsanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Crushed-but-not-defeated-Revision-Summary-Report.pdf
http://opendoorsanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Crushed-but-not-defeated-Revision-Summary-Report.pdf
http://opendoorsanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Nigeria-Benue-State-Short-version-WWR-2017.pdf
http://opendoorsanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Nigeria-Benue-State-Short-version-WWR-2017.pdf
http://opendoorsanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Violent-Conflict-in-Taraba-State-2013-2015.pdf
http://opendoorsanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Violent-Conflict-in-Taraba-State-2013-2015.pdf
http://opendoorsanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Migration-and-Violent-Conflict-in-Divided-Societies-March-2015.pdf
http://opendoorsanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Migration-and-Violent-Conflict-in-Divided-Societies-March-2015.pdf
https://intranet.globalpoint.info/wwu/_layouts/15/WopiFrame2.aspx?sourcedoc=%7be68a6449-7fc6-4723-9e1e-319a59b3c35d%7d&action=view&source=https%3A%2F%2Fintranet%2Eglobalpoint%2Einfo%2Fwwu%2FResources%2FForms%2Fresearchreports%2Easpx%23ServerFilter%3DFilterField1%253DCountry%2DFilterValue1%253D8%2DFilterLookupId1%253D1%2DFilterOp1%253DIn%2DOverrideScope%253DRecursiveAll%2DProcessQStringToCAML%253D1
http://opendoorsanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Ethnic-cleansing-in-the-Middle-Belt-Region-of-Nigeria-2015.pdf
http://opendoorsanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Ethnic-cleansing-in-the-Middle-Belt-Region-of-Nigeria-2015.pdf
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2017/01/nigerian-human-rights-commission-calls-on-president-to-stop-callous-kaduna-killings/
https://vpa.globalpoint.info/photo/0270101358


  

 20 

 

According to the expansionist principle of Dar al Islam (house of Islam) everything belongs to 

Allah directly and to his followers indirectly, including the land where they want to let their 

cattle craze. “They believe it is right for them to take those resources by force from infidels and 

apostates,” explained an Open Doors West Africa researcher. 

 

4. The attacks have been brutal and increasing  

The US Department of Defense’s Africa Centre for Strategic Studies33 estimated that by January 

2017 more than 60,000 people died since 2001 in pastoralist-related violence in Nigeria alone. 

Thousands have been injured in the attacks and hundreds of women have been kidnapped. 

They have destroyed countless homes and churches and seized large swathes of land and 

property.34  

Open Doors research further shows that violence increased in the run-up to the 2015 

presidential elections and persisted since President Buhari, himself a Fulani, became president. 

Open Doors  estimates that the group has killed as many as 6,500 people in Southern Kaduna, 

Plateau, Nasarawa, Benue and Taraba states between 2013 and 2015 alone. The local 

government areas of Jama’a, Kachia, Kagarko, Kaura and Sanga in southern Kaduna have been 

most adversely affected. Sources indicate that more than 50 villages have been attacked in the 

last 12 months alone. 

5. Christians say the government is failing them  

“We are dismayed by the inaction of the Federal Government to the carnage and destruction 

caused by the Fulani herdsmen against legitimate native land owners and farmers across the 

country. ... For years, the Fulani herdsmen have been murdering innocent Nigerians with 

impunity. …The response of the government to the menace of the Fulani herdsmen has to date 

been tepid and indifferent,” the Christian Elders Forum said in March 201635. 

“The crisis here has persisted because of the way and manner the Federal and State 

governments, as well as the Security Agents are handling it,” denounced Joseph Bagobiri, 

Bishop of Kafanchan, Southern Kaduna. “…Many of us are disappointed to see that our political 

leaders are taking sides and known to be supporting directly or indirectly the Fulani 

themselves and that is why they are fast losing the support and trust of the people”.36 

“If anything, the government has shown outright partisanship in favor of the herdsmen, to the 

disappointment of the majority of southern Kaduna indigenes and Christians,” the Catholic 

bishops of Kaduna announced. “In most of these attacks, the military stands aloof and watches 

while our people are being massacred. …In the Godogodo and Pasakori attacks, for example, 

the military merely watched and supervised the burning of our homes. When the youth 

mobilized to repel the attackers, the soldiers deliberately blocked them from entering the 

                                                           
33

 See: http://africacenter.org/spotlight/africa-pastoralists-battleground-terrorism/, 11 January 2017. 
34

 See: http://opendoorsanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Crushed-but-not-defeated-Revision-Summary-
Report.pdf (password: freedom). 

35
 See: http://www.canng.org/news-and-events/news/46-conflict-of-ideologies-as-the-greatest-obstacle-to-peace-
unity-and-development-in-nigeria. 

36
 See: Agenzia Fides, 28 March 2017. 
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town.”37 These claims were confirmed by eyewitness reports Open Doors gathered following 

the attacks.  

“The intervention of the Nigerian government has been slow and haphazard. No attempt was 

made to address key issues. No herdsmen were held accountable for the atrocities already 

committed; there was no discussion of prosecution for perpetrators, nor of compensation, nor 

provision of security for victims. Many communities were left displaced and fearful, without 

any security,” writes Atta Brukindo in a World Watch Monitor report.38  

“The administration of President Buhari has been very slow to recognize the severity of the 

problem and come up with a plan to address it. While President Buhari had made it a priority 

for the Nigerian armed forces to defeat Boko Haram in northern Nigeria and demanded that 

this be accomplished in a relatively short period of time, he has paid little attention in 

comparison to the situation in the Middle Belt,” writes Open Doors research experts39.  

“A government cannot solve a problem that it has not recognized and is not paying attention 

to. The neglect of the situation has meant that the attacks by the Fulani militia are becoming 

more deadly and sophisticated. …There seems to be little intelligence and information 

gathered by the government to understand the source of the problem and how it has evolved 

and if there is more to the conflict than meets the eye. More importantly, the persistent failure 

of the government to secure its borders, to control the flow of weapons and its failure to 

provide protection to the communities that are being systematically wiped out is a colossal 

failure that is having very tragic consequences. There also seems to be a lack of urgency in the 

government’s response to the situation.” 

6. A little help goes a long way  

Although the realities of this situation can be overwhelming, Open Doors supports Christian 

communities that face attacks from Fulani herdsmen by providing basic services like clinics, 

boreholes and schools as well as crisis relief for people who had to flee their communities. 

Churches are also trained in how to respond to persecution as well as stand strong in their own 

faith through discipleship training. 

 “My house was totally burned down in the Fulani crisis. I have been going from house to 

house begging for a bowl of corn to feed my children, but today I am given 100kg of maize all 

to myself, God indeed is faithful. May God bless every pocket that gave to see that we are 

being helped,” testified one beneficiary, Mary Lumumba.40  

 

 

                                                           
37

 Nigerian Human Rights Commission Calls on President to Stop Callous Kaduna Killings  
38

 See: https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2016/10/nigerian-fulani-herdsmens-attacks-continue-amidst-
government-inaction/. 

39
 See: http://opendoorsanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Nigeria-Appraising-the-Buhari-administration-
WWR.pdf (password: freedom). 

40
 See video at https://vimeo.com/230433284 (Password: SDGSDG).   
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World Watch Monitor news articles  
 
Up-to-date articles are available at: https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/countries/nigeria/  

¶ Nigeria: Unexploded Air Force bombs found in shelled Christian village 
16 March 2018 
Three months after at least 35 deaths were attributed to the Nigerian Air Force 
following its bombardment of six Christian communities in north-eastern Adamawa 
State, community leaders have expressed concern at the discovery of unexploded 
bombs in the village of Shaforon. 
  

¶ Dozens killed in spate of violence in Nigeria’s Middle Belt  
14 March 2018   
Three more villages in Bassa Local Government Area (LGA), in Nigeria’s central Plateau 
State, have come under attack today, 14 March, as Fulani herdsmen continue their 
killing spree in the country’s volatile Middle Belt.  
 

¶ Nigeria  Christians want International Criminal Court to investigate Air Force 
‘complicity’ in ‘genocide’  
13 March 2018  
Six Christian communities in north-eastern Nigeria have announced their intention to 
take the national Air Force to the International Criminal Court (ICC) over its alleged 
bombing of their communities in December 2017.  

 

¶ Protest organiser arrested as Nigerian Christians call for end to herdsmen killings  
12 March 2018  
Police in Nigeria’s north-eastern Adamawa State last week arrested the organiser of a 
protest march against the continued killings of predominantly Christian famers by 
mainly Muslim Fulani herdsmen. 
  

¶ Bloody clashes in Kaduna as Christian youths resist dating and conversion of Christian 
girls  
8 March 2018  
Clashes over the forceful conversion of Christian girls to Islam has left 12 people dead 
in Nigeria’s north-western state of Kaduna. Several others sustained injuries from 
gunshots and machetes, while dozens of shops, houses and vehicles were set ablaze in 
the Kasuwan Magani Community of Kajuru Local Government Area. 
 

¶ Nigerian bishops accuse government of failing to protect citizens from ‘terrorist’ 
herdsmen 
9 February 2018  
Nigeria’s Catholic bishops have told President Muhammadu Buhari that attacks 
attributed to members of the Fulani pastoralist tribe have been carried out by 
“terrorists masquerading as herdsmen” and accused the government of being 
“incapable or unwilling” to protect citizens from them. 
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¶ Nigeria: 75 killed in renewed Fulani attacks on Christian community in Plateau 
5 February 2018  
No fewer than 75 corpses have been recovered following a string of attacks by Fulani 
herdsmen on the predominantly Christian community of Miango, in the Bassa local 
government area of Plateau state, central Nigeria.  
 

¶ Nigerian Air Force complicit in massacre of Christian villagers, says Amnesty 
2 February 2018  
Fighter jets sent by the Nigerian Air Force fired rockets at villages where Fulani 
herdsmen were attacking Christian residents, according to a report released this week 
by Amnesty International. The Nigerian Air Force confirmed that jets were despatched, 
but said they were instructed to fire only “warning shots”.  
 

¶ Nigerian student arrested after converting from Islam to Christianity 
16 January 2018  
A Nigerian student at Bingham University in Karu, in the central state of Nasarawa, 
who converted from Islam to Christianity has been arrested by state security forces, as 
has the man who introduced her to Christianity.  
 

¶ Fulani herdsmen ‘terrorists’ ‘pampered’ in Nigeria’s Middle Belt 
15 January 2018  
A spate of violence attributed to ethnic Fulani herdsmen in central Nigeria has seen 
dozens killed since the turn of year. In Benue State, violence has claimed 80 lives and 
forced 80,000 to flee. 
  

¶ Nigeria’s New Year begins with attacks on Christians 
4 January 2018  
In Nigeria, the New Year celebrations were marked by incidents in Benue and Kaduna 
states which claimed dozen lives across the country. According to local sources and 
media, the attacks were carried out by suspected Fulani herdsmen or Muslim youths, 
who targeted Christian worshippers. 
  

¶ A Nigerian Christmas: no will or means to celebrate 
1 January 2018  
How do Christians under pressure for their faith celebrate Christmas when disparate 
groups of armed ethnic Fulani nomadic herdsmen have been attacking villages, homes 
and people in Nigeria’s Plateau State?  
 

¶ Nigeria: Plateau attackers arrested, as Christians call for grazing ban 
12 December 2017  
Many experts report that ongoing violence in Nigeria’s Middle Belt, where mainly 
Muslim Fulani herdsmen have attacked predominantly Christian farmers, has killed 
more people than Boko Haram.  
 

¶ Nigeria: Government failure and the spread of Fulani herdsmen attacks in Adamawa 
state 
11 December 11, 2017  
”I watched helplessly as the Fulani herdsmen killed people and burnt houses. They did 
this with glee on their faces. Numan [Local Government Area] and its environs belong 
to us. If the government cannot protect us, then we have no choice but to protect our 
land”.  

https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2018/02/nigeria-75-killed-in-renewed-fulani-attacks-on-christian-community-in-plateau/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2018/02/nigerian-air-force-complicit-in-massacre-of-christian-villagers-says-amnesty/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2018/01/nigerian-student-arrested-converting-islam-christianity/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2018/01/fulani-herdsmen-terrorists-are-pampered-in-nigerias-middle-belt/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2018/01/nigerias-new-year-begins-with-attacks-on-christians/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2018/01/a-nigerian-christmas-no-will-or-means-to-celebrate/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2017/12/nigeria-plateau-attackers-arrested-as-christians-call-for-grazing-ban/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2017/12/nigeria-government-failure-and-the-spread-of-fulani-herdsmen-attacks-in-adamawa-state/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2017/12/nigeria-government-failure-and-the-spread-of-fulani-herdsmen-attacks-in-adamawa-state/


  

 24 

 

 

¶ Nigeria: Northern Christian leaders claim government lacks political will to stop Fulani 
herdsmen’s impunity 
5 December 2017  
Christian leaders in northern Nigeria have continued to lament the impunity with 
which Fulani herdsmen are attacking Christians in the region, especially in Plateau 
state, and the lack of political will by the federal government to stop it – in spite of 
their repeated calls. 
 

¶ Nigeria: Boko Haram survivor and her baby ‘shamed’ 
1 December 2017  
As Islamic extremist group Boko Haram continues to hold young women captive in 
West Africa, some have been rescued only to return to their homes in shame, finding 
themselves labelled “Boko Haram women”.  
 

¶ Nigeria: Fulani Christians call for peace as violence continues in Plateau 
15 November 2017  
Fulani Christians in Nigeria have spoken out against the persistent attacks and killings 
attributed to Fulani herdsmen in the central state of Plateau, calling on them to 
embrace peace and shun all acts of violence.  
 

¶ Persistent Fulani violence ‘indicates ethnic cleansing’ of Nigerian Christians 
14 November 2017  
A new report detailing the sustained attack on Christian communities by Fulani 
herdsmen in Nigeria’s central state of Benue concludes that the number and ferocity 
of incidents is evidence of ethnic cleansing.  
 

¶ Nigeria: 9 dead as suspected Fulani herdsmen ambush Christians in Plateau 
9 November 2017  
Nine Christians were shot dead by suspected Fulani herdsmen in Nigeria’s central 
Plateau State on Tuesday night (7 November), as they returned from a weekly village 
market at around 7.30pm.  
 

¶ Nigeria’s Christians condemn killings in Plateau, urge government to intervene 
18 October 2017  
Worried by the recent incessant killings in Plateau state, north-central Nigeria, the 
Christians in the north under the aegis of the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) 
have urged the government to intervene.  
 

¶ Behind Nigeria persecution ‘lies prejudice, weak leadership, corruption, historic 
grievance’ 
13 October 2017  
Support for the Nigerian Islamist extremist group Boko Haram is a reaction to 
Western-backed corruption, colonial-era intervention and weak Nigerian leadership, 
states Archbishop Matthew Kukah of Sokoto in north-western Nigeria.  
 

¶ Nigerian government has failed to counteract violence of Fulani herdsmen – ICG report 
21 September 2017  
The Middle Belt of Nigeria, which straddles the divide between the largely Muslim 
north and the majority-Christian south, is the scene of ever-continuing violence.  
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¶ Nigeria: calm returns to Jos after eruption of violence that threatened the nation 
19 September 2017  
A sense of normality has returned to the city of Jos, in Nigeria’s central Plateau State, 
after an eruption of inter-religious violence claimed at least three lives on 14 
September.  
 

¶ Fulani’s family had him jailed on false charges – because he’s a Christian 
11 September 2017  
Belonging to the ethnic Fulani tribe means you are almost certainly Muslim. When 
Bulus*, a Nigerian living in northern Bauchi State, decided he wanted to become a 
Christian, he was not only ostracised by his family – they also made sure he ended up 
in prison on false charges.  
 

¶ ‘There will never be peace for Nigeria’s Middle Belt unless there’s equality and justice’ 
11 September 2017  
World Watch Monitor speaks to Professor Yusufu Turaki, Director of the Centre for the 
Study of Religion, Church and Society at Jos ECWA Theological Seminary in Nigeria, 
about the background to the under-reported conflict in the Middle Belt and ‘revivalist 
Islamism’. 
 

¶ Kano, Nigeria: father and son killed, three women and a baby kidnapped 
31 August 2017  
A father and son were killed, and three women and a baby abducted, in an attack in 
Nigeria’s northern state of Kano, in the largely Muslim area of Tudun Wada.  
 

¶ Displaced by Boko Haram’s violence, Nigerians finally get food to prevent famine 
4 August 2017  
More than five million Nigerians live in famine-like conditions in Borno, Adamawa and 
Yobe states, the epicentre of the eight years-long Boko Haram insurgency.  
 

¶ Almost 500 Nigerian community leaders meet to resolve conflict, but Kaduna attacks 
continue 
27 July 2017  
The largest meeting so far on the long-running conflict in Southern Kaduna, Nigeria has 
seen about 480 people, including Christian and Muslim community leaders, try to map 
out ways of ending the violent attacks. 
   

¶ Nigerian woman wins UN award for work re-integrating Boko Haram victims 
26 July 2017  
A Nigerian aid worker who works with victims of Boko Haram’s insurgency in the 
north-east has won the 2017 UN Sergio Vieira de Mello Award.  
 

¶ Four Chibok girls to start university in US in August 
21 July 2017  
It’s many thousands of miles from the Government Secondary School in Chibok, Borno, 
Nigeria, to university in the United States. But, following their kidnapping on 14 April 
2014, it’s a journey that a handful of young girls from remote, rural north-eastern 
Nigeria have now made.  
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¶ Food aid starts to reach 5m Boko Haram victims, now at risk of famine 
10 July 2017  
The UN’s World Food Programme in mid-June warned that hundreds of thousands of 
Nigerians could starve to death in the famine-threatened northeast due to lack of aid 
funds to feed them.  
 

¶ Church leader seriously injured in Fulani attack in Nigeria’s Nasarawa state 
6 July 2017  
A pastor of an ECWA church in Panwasa Mada village is injured by Fulani herdsmen 
with machete. 
  

¶ New trauma centre to help northern Nigeria’s 2.7m conflict-affected children 
27 June 2017  
UNICEF estimates more than 2.7 million conflict-affected children in Nigeria need 
psychosocial support. 

 
¶ 75% of north-east Nigeria’s water and sanitation infrastructure destroyed 

18 May 2017  
Gloria Shehu is one of the people in north-east Nigeria set to benefit from the UN’s 
humanitarian fund targeting the devastation from the conflict with Boko Haram. 
  

¶ UPDATE: New video by Boko Haram claims some Chibok schoolgirls chose not to be 
rescued 
15 May 2017  
Boko Haram released a three minute video on Friday (12 May) claiming to show 
Chibok schoolgirls who refused to be rescued as part of last week’s swap deal that saw 
82 girls freed by the Nigerian government.  
 

¶ Chibok parents relieved: ‘Grace is out!’ 
11 May 2017  
The 82 Chibok girls who were released on 6 May by the terrorist group Boko Haram in 
Nigeria, have not returned to their families yet, but are held in a centre in the capital 
Abuja for screening and rehabilitation.  
 

¶ Good Friday marks 3 years of agony for Chibok parents 
13 April 2017  
For the families of the 195 Nigerian schoolgirls kidnapped from their dormitories three 
years ago tomorrow (14 April 2014), grief and despair have been compounded by fear, 
as the perpetrators of their agony continue to terrorise their town and carry out 
further abductions with impunity.  
 

¶ Northeast Nigeria ‘greatest crisis on the African continent’, says UN 
27 March 2017  
The UN has described the unfolding disaster in north-eastern Nigeria as the “greatest 
crisis on the continent” – the full extent of which has only been revealed as extremist 
militant group Boko Haram is pushed back.  
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¶ Nigeria: Benue death toll 60 over past 10 days, admits police chief 
22 March 2017  
”It all started on Friday when the herdsmen forcefully entered our village to graze on 
farmland, but were resisted by our youths. They left – only to mobilise and storm our 
village in their numbers, shooting sporadically and chasing everyone from their 
houses,” states a survivor of a recent Fulani herdsmen’s attack.  
 

¶ As Nigerian government resorts to curfew in S. Kaduna, locals blame ‘years of 
impunity’ 
28 February 2017  
In northern Nigeria, a 24-hour curfew has been reinstated in parts of southern Kaduna, 
following the deadly attacks a week ago, carried out by suspected Fulani herdsmen. 
However, locals say security measures such as this have already proved ineffective, as 
recent attacks have happened despite them.   
  

¶ UPDATE: Kidnapped German archeologists freed; no ransom paid 
27 February 2017  
UPDATE (27 Feb): Two German archaeologists kidnapped in Nigeria’s north-western state 
of Kaduna were freed on Saturday (25 Feb). Peter Breunig and Johannes Buringer were 
taken by gunmen on 22 Feb in Jenjela village, near Kagarko. Two villagers who tried to help 
them were killed by the gunmen.  
 

¶ At least 26 killed, despite increased Nigerian Army presence in S. Kaduna 
22 February 2017  
UPDATE (22 Feb): Heavily-armed Fulani herdsmen carried out raids on communities in 
Kaduna State, central Nigeria, on 19 and 20 February, destroying homes and claiming 
at least 26 lives, including two policemen.  
 

¶ Hope for victims of the Nigerian conflict claiming more lives than Boko Haram 
17 February 2017  
The two Nigerian villages are barely five minutes’ drive apart. In one, Goska, houses were 
destroyed, churches burnt, shops vandalised, carcasses of animals littered the streets and 
most of the village remains deserted. The other, Dangoma, remains intact, untouched by 
the shadows of violence.  
 

¶ Christians in Nigeria’s Jigawa State cry out as authorities begin church demolition 
23 January 2017  
Anxiety is high among Christian communities in Nigeria’s northern state of Jigawa after 
authorities began demolishing church buildings in Dutse, the state capital.  
 

¶ 1,000 days: 24th Chibok girl to be freed leaves 195 of 276 still missing 
6 January 2017  
Almost 1,000 days since she was kidnapped with 275 other schoolgirls from school 
dormitories in Chibok, northeast Nigeria, the 24th girl to be released from captivity has 
been found. Rakiya Abubakar Gali was discovered on 5 Jan. by the Army, who were 
questioning captured Boko Haram militants.  
 

¶ UPDATE: Army recovers 24th Chibok kidnap victim 
5 January 2017  
Update 5 Jan. 2017: The Nigerian Army says it has discovered another woman who 
kidnapped nearly three years ago from her school in Chibok, Nigeria.  
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¶ Nigerian Human Rights Commission calls on President to stop ‘callous’ Kaduna killings 
5 January 2017  
The Nigerian National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has called on President 
Muhammadu Buhari to put an end to the ongoing deadly attacks committed by 
suspected Fulani herdsmen in southern Kaduna. 
 

¶ Nigerian churches criticised for not helping persecuted north 
21 December 2016  
Baptist Christians in the south of Nigeria are failing to help their persecuted compatriots in 
the north, according to veteran humanitarian campaigner and British peer, Baroness 
Caroline Cox.  
 

¶ UPDATE: Five months after killing of female Nigerian preacher, suspects yet to be 
named 
20 December 2016  
Five months after the brutal murder of a 42-year-old female preacher in Kubwa, a suburb 
of Nigeria’s capital, Abuja, the police are yet to name the perpetrators.  
 

¶ Nigeria: Kebbi Christians face latent pressure to abandon faith 
13 December 2016  
While violent attacks on Christians at the hands of Islamist militants Boko Haram and 
the Fulani herdsmen in the northeast and Middle Belt of Nigeria have captured media 
attention, the persistent social pressures Christians face elsewhere go mostly 
unnoticed.  
 

¶ Victims of Boko Haram, Fulani violence to receive trauma counselling 
19 November 2016 
A spate of attacks on Christian communities in Nigeria last weekend left 45 dead and 
several more injured. The attacks took place in five villages in the Kauru Local 
Government Area, in the Middle Belt state of Kaduna – an area mostly populated by 
Christians, on Sunday 13 November. 
 

¶ 45 killed in yet another attack on Christian communities in Kaduna 
19 November 2016  
A spate of attacks on Christian communities in Nigeria last weekend left 45 dead and 
several more injured. The attacks took place in five villages in the Kauru Local 
Government Area, in the Middle Belt state of Kaduna – an area mostly populated by 
Christians, on Sunday 13 November. 
  

¶ 75,000 children in N. Nigeria risk ‘dying of hunger’; 14 million need humanitarian aid, 
says UN 
18 November 2016  
Seventy-five thousand children are at risk of dying of hunger in north-east Nigeria, 
reports the UN, as the region deals with the aftermath of Boko Haram violence. The 
UN also says that as many as 14 million people are in need of humanitarian aid in that 
region.  
 

¶ UPDATE: Another Chibok schoolgirl escapes with baby 
7 November 2016  
A Nigerian Government spokesman, Sani Usman, told media another girl, believed to 
be one of the nearly 300 Chibok school girls kidnapped by the radical Islamic group 
Boko Haram in April 2014, was discovered in Pulka in northern Borno State.  
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Recent country developments 
 
Up-to-date articles are available at: http://opendoorsanalytical.org/?s=Nigeria (password: 

freedom). 

 

¶ Cameroon/Nigeria: Cameroonian forces enter Nigeria seeking separatist rebels 

13 February 2018  

According to a report by Reuters on 31 January 2018, Cameroonian security forces 
briefly crossed the border into Nigeria’s Cross River State. 

 

¶ Cameroon/Nigeria: Boko Haram killings continue 

19 November 2017  

According to a report by News 24 on 31 October 2017, at least 11 people were killed in 
a night raid in Cameroon and a further 5 in a mosque suicide attack in Nigeria. 

 

¶ Nigeria: New report highlights Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen violence 

24 October 2017  

On 19 September 2017, International Crisis Group published a detailed report on the 
violent southward migration of Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen.  

 

¶ Nigeria: Escalating violence from Hausa-Fulani herdsmen and Boko Haram 

5 October 2017 

An article by Sahara Reporters on 9 September reports that 19 people were killed and 
five injured in Ancha, Plateau State.  

 

¶ Nigeria: Suspected drug-traffickers kill 11 in church attack 

23 August 2017  

According to BBC News on 7 August 2017, at least 11 have been killed and 18 wounded 
when one or more gunmen opened fire in a Catholic church in Ozubulu. 

 

¶ Nigeria: Serious worries about future power struggles 

12 June 2017  

As reported by BBC News on 6 June 2017, President Buhari has been back in London 
for medical treatment since 7 May 2017.  

 

¶ Nigeria: 82 Chibok girls released by Boko Haram 

13 May 2017  

As reported by The Washington Post on 6 May 2017, a further 82 of the 276 (mainly 
Christian) schoolgirls kidnapped in April 2014 in the town of Chibok have been 
released. 
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¶ Nigeria: Intelligence chief suspended after seizure of 43 Million USD 

1 May 2017  

According to a report by CNN on 20 April 2017, the Nigerian anti-corruption 
commission has seized 43 million USD discovered in an apartment in Lagos. 

 

¶ Nigeria: Boko Haram faction kidnaps 22 young women 

25 April 2017  

According to a report by The Guardian on 1 April 2017, the faction of Boko Haram 
affiliated with Islamic State has carried out a kidnapping operartion. 

 

¶ Nigeria: President Buhari returns and resumes office 

6 April 2017  

According to Nigerian news platform Pulse reporting on 15 March 2017, President 
Buhari has returned to Nigeria after spending almost two months on medical leave. 

 

¶ Europe/Nigeria and Lake Chad region: Conference seeks to avert humanitarian crisis 

16 March 2017  

On 24 February 2017, an international conference took place in Oslo, Norway, seeking 
to mobilize greater international involvement and increased funding for humanitarian 
aid. 

 

¶ Nigeria: Concern as president extends medical leave 

27 February 2017  

BBC News reported on 6 February 2017 that President Buhari has asked the Nigerian 
parliament to extend his medical leave after spending two weeks in the UK for 
treatment. 

 

¶ Nigeria: Military jet bombs refugee camp by mistake 

7 February 2017  

According to the New York Times reporting on 17 January 2017, a Nigerian air-force jet 
accidentally bombed a refugee camp in Rann (Borno State). 

 

¶ Nigeria: Chibok girls released, but details of negotiations unclear 

31 October 2016  

On 16 October 2016, BBC News reported that twenty-one girls who had been in 
captivity since their abduction by Boko Haram in April 2014 have been released.  
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