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North Korea z Rank 1

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the W orld Watch List
With a score 0B2 points, North KorearanksNo. 1on the World Watch Ligf/WWL)2016, the same
as last year in WWR015.Thecountry heads the list for the fourteenth consecutive time and shows
very high levels of pressure in &bheres of life combined with considerable violence imctmg
against the Christian minority.

2. Persecution engines
The persecution engines affecting Ctiaiss in North Koreaare Communist and postommunist
oppressionand Dictatorial paranoia Dictatorial paranoiais blended withCommunist and post
communist opression

T Communist and postommunist oppressionWhile in theory North Korea still is a communist
country, in practice the personality cult dominates. However, the country is still run according to
communist traditions and administrative customs and fhistill named as main engine. Another
feature characterizing countries still claiming to be communist is the gradual introduction of
LINA Gl GS O2YYSNDS® ! FUSNI b2NIK Y2NBI Q& dl NRdz2 dz
thousands of people starved toedth, private commerce slowly made its inroads into the
country. Nowadays, on a very low level, local markets can be found and, despitelownsand
efforts to control business, this kind of economy seems to be tolerated and is apparently even
rowin

9 Dictatorial paranoia: North Korea is exceptional in many respects, including the engine driving
persecution against Christians. Sid@8 North Korea has been ruled by a single fajmityw in
the third generation. As already saidhile originally cormunist ideologywas followed this has
increasingly faded away in recent yeathoughthe communist style of controlling society lives
on. North Korea isow aclear example of a country ruled jctatorial paranoia Everyone has
to revere the leadersip and because of this personality cult, Kim Jong Un is much needsd
least because his rule@f dzRSa (1 KS 2 2 NdySadddidistratidn bddl &lEstrands 6 |
society, even though his power may not be as absoluteashis fathe@ or grandfatier@. Still,
no one is allowed or able to challenge or questionguithority. The personality cult around the
Kim family is ubelievable. The Godike worship of the rulers leaves absolutely no room for any
religion and anyone daring to revere anythingamybody besides the Kim dynasty is seen as
dangerous anda threatto thed G G S® YAY W2y3 !y gl & LINRBOfIAYS
Fyy2dzy OSSR +a G{dLINBYS [SIRSNE FyR a{ dLINBYS /2
succeeded in leadership. More importént he holds central positions in all important
powerhouses: party, stateandarmy K S O2 dzy t NE Qa LRt AGAOlIE aeadasSy
One is called Juche, basically saying that man iNBIf A I yiG® ¢KS 20KSNJ A& a
worship of theleaders. These are the glbwerful entities which lead and guide North Korea.
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Everyone has to attend weekly meetings where all citizens from every age are ideologically
trained and indoctrinated. No one is able, let alone allowed, to develop deviatas,ide they
religious or other. The system of strict social control results in highceaBorship and self
control on what to say to whom, even in the most private and family relakiqrss

Context

When Kim Jong Un took over power after his fattied in December 2011, there were hopes that

the country would withess more openness and improving economic, social and diplomatic
conditions. Having studied his leadership over the last years it is clear that these hopes have not
come true.Although thestyle of public relations changed, the style of leadership did hotstart on

a more positive note: the young ruler tries t@semble his grarfdther Kim Il Sung in public
appearance as he was more gpe (02 (1 KS LIS 2 LIth8 GdldghRreassif NoftiRigored 2 NJ &
when people did not suffer food scarcitiKim Jong Un alsallowed his wifeto appearin publig

which was previously unheard of, and hienselfappears much more frequently in pubtizan his

father did. This shodlnot be misinterpreted as an opening up of the country, however. Kim Jong
Un has continued a policy of unpredictable purges to consolidate his pdlwermost prominent of

these purges was the very public humiliation and execution a$ luncle in Decembe2013. The

most recent purge was reported in August 2015 and was focusemherf the countr@ seven vice
premiers That this purge at the time ofriting in November 2015 still is unconfirmed shows the
difficulties in receiving credible reports on North Korea.

Most North Koreans are nauffering from starvatioras they were in the 1990¢&hough supplying

basic needs remains a challenge, especially when weather conditions are as unfavorable as in 2015.
At the same time, underground Christians do report waves of famine going through different parts
of North Korea. Hunger is an enemy thaivays needs to be battled, day in and day dLérge
percentages of thgpopulation areundernourishedand the percentage of stunted children is high.
The situation is further aggravated by the regime’s refusal to cooperate with the demands of
internationalorganizations and to grant them access to the areas most affected. On the other hand,
the economic situation has slightly improved since the leader has granted a certain level of
G Y NJ S & ©f cbuitsé this’does not mean anything close to a market@ognbut it at least
leaves people with more room to maneuver. Examples for these changes are the loosening of
regulations folocal markets and small home gardens

Another economic challenge is the question of how to earn foreign cuyréihile the country
traditionally relied on its big neighbor China, recent reports point to a strofagerson its other big
neighbor,RussiaWhile the relations with Russia have been warming in the reporting pefiesl td

China have been cooling down for some time, and Kim Jong Un still has not made hisaihasd.

This cooling off period was very publically displayed when China celebratd@theanniversary of

GKS SyR 2F 22NIR 2FN LL Ay { SLWwh6edNbe dargesp & L i
military parades in recent decades and next tegident Xi Jinping stood a Korean. It was, however,

not Kim Jong Un, but South Korean president Park @&genthe North Korean delegation was

placed some 30 meteraway. This clear sign of disapproval should not be confused with the
strategic importance of North Korea for Chinar Ehe time being China still remains by far the
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country@ largest tradng partner, though trade numbers are declining. One other important means

of earning hard currency is the sending rofgrant workersto other countries. Christians would

most likely benefit from an improved economic situation, just as any other citizen. But difficulties in
supplying baic needs probably affect them more since Christians tend to belong to the poorer
classes of society. Another challenge for them is the ubiquitous use of bribes, which goes against
their Christian faith.

In Augus2015 news emerged that the authorities i&anned meeting®f more than three people

in order to maintain stability and prevent any potential criticism taking root. Although this rule does

not change anything for the coun®/Christians since they are not able to maayway let alone

worship, it reflects an increase in social contrgijmaginable in mosbther parts of the world. The

recent standoff with South Korea in August 2015, triggered by landmines exploding in the
demilitarized zone and seriously wounding two South Korean soldiers, revealed two main factors:

one is thatthe Soit 1 SLJi AdG& LINRPRYAAS 3IABSY FFGSN) G4KS b2N
namely to give a firm response to any future attack. Accordingly, the South answeff@th@ya

round of artilleryinto Northern territory.

The second factor is that neither side is interested in a serious escalation. This can be seen by the
fact that the South delayed its response by more than an hour, giving North Korean soldiers time to
retreat. When the North announced its ultimatum for stopping crbesder propaganda, the South
reportedly reacted by asking which timeone should be followed, reflecting the recent North
Korean decision to switch its time zone by 30 minutes in order not to have a joint one with Japan.
But the most serious hint for descalation can be seen in tlieunds of talks and negotiatioret
Panmunjon, although this by no means stops North K@restate media from attackingo8th

Kored® president ad labelling head O2 y T N2 y (i | (i Refagivelf swiftly ayf Agreéndent was
NBII OKSR Ay 6KAOK (KS & puEtdpedSshcit DODapdlagisirig&or thes A R @ 2
wounding of the soldiers, while the South turned off its propaganda loudspeakers again. Although
North Korea has not called for a full mobilization of its army and even suspended the state of war
after this agreement, time of increased tension with the South are always times of heightened
propaganda and stronger ideology checks. These leave Christians under higher pressure.

Types of Christianity affected
Two main types of Christianity in North Korea exist and are expénigpersecution:

9 Historical Christian communitieswhich come from before the time of the Korean War from
1950 to 1953. While many Christians either died in the war or have fled to the South, others
stayed and they and their descendants make up these conities. Every citizen is classified
into a social system callégongbu® / KNRA AGAFya FNB OfFa3d3AFASR dzy R
have two subclasses of their own, namely 37 for protestant Christians and 39 for Catholic
Christians. These classes generally apply to those Christians whose parents or grandparents were
known Christians. Generally speaking, as a punishment for having the Bamgbunthey were
banished to isolated villages. Only a small percentage of the historical Christian communities
were able to hide their faith and form an underground church.
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9 Christianconverts from a communist or a Kim Il Sung/Kim Jongaltkground.Many people
came to the Christian faith during the 90s when due to the famine countless people crossed the
border to China and found help in churches. After returning to North Korea,rdrmagined true
to their newfound faith.

5. Spheres of life and violence

1 Explanation ofpersecution pattern The persecution patternbelow presents the scores for
Communist and postommunist oppressiotfblended with Dictatorial paranoiq. The average
score oer the first five blocks (16.368), showing the pressure on Christians, is comparable to last
year (16.390) and one of the highest on the whole World Watch List. The score for the violence
block (9.815) is also comparable to last year (10.000). It is Ithh@erone might expect, but this
reflects the difficulty in verifying all the atrocities happening to Christians in the prisons and
labor camps. As thepersecution patterbelow shows, persecution is nearly at a maximum in all
spheres of lifeChristianitycontinues to be seen as directly opposing the cult of the leaders and is
therefore persecuted strongly.

Persecution pattern

16,667 16,472 16,557 16,667
15,476 16,368
16 ~
14 -
0 12 ~
c
£ 9,815
S 10 -
> 8-
()
QO
E 6
>
4
4 -
2 -
0 ‘
Private Family Community National Church Violence

Spheres of life
(Please note: The numbers above are [diged to three decimal placeShey are not to be read as thousands.)

9 Private sphere Given the situation already explained above, it is no wonder that North Korea
scores maximum points in the private sphere. It is highly dangerous to read the bible or to
express Christian faith in any way whatsoever. Bibles and other materials are lgahéddien
and only used when the believers made sure they are really alone. Meeting with other Christians
Ad KAIKEe& RIyYy3ISNRdzas O kChrigtian/familyl ndethioks, le? gidBedtda T I A
others, is virtually impossible. Parents even do not derdell their children that they are
Christians; there have even been cases where children denounced their parents.
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9 Family sphereIf Christians are discovered, they will lose everything. They will not only be
interrogated, to find out about their netwds, their families will also be takemnd all will face
years of misery in labor campbleeting with other Christians under these circumstances is
virtually impossible. Anyone discovered engaging in clandestine religious activity will be
subjected to disemination, arrest, arbitrary detention, disappearance, torture, Aadpublic
execution.It is impossible for Christian parents to teach their children according to their faith,
for not only would they not dare to do so, but they would have to work agdims weekly
indoctrination sessions as well, which even start with toddlers. Celebrating Christian weddings, a
funeral or communion openly is out of the question, as is a public Christian baptism.

1 Community sphere Everyone is under strict social control as North Korea applies the old
communist method of neighborhood watch, callegminban Everything that happens within a
housing unit will be reported by specially trained neighbors, so that virtually no actiwityisit,
basically no deviation will pass unnoted. Children of Christians usually are not aware of their
LI NByiaQ FFIAGKE F2NJ Y2ad LI NByda LINBFSN G2 akt
they know about it, they have to be very carefdt to reveal their faith for this will lead to
immediate denunciation, not only of themselves, but of their whole family as well. Similar
caution is necessary in working places and at home, especially in all sessionsrticisif.

1 National sphere It has already been said that North Korea follows the ideologiekiofieand
Kimllsungism/KimJongllismnd everything is aligned with these ideologies. Media reporting
against Christians is biased if there are any reports at all, and Christians can xgeer & fair
trial when standing before courts. Consequently, th&tional spherescores nearly maximum
points. North Korean police officials hunt down and vigorously prosecute North Koreans who
convert to protestant Christianity while in China or those avtattempt to bring Christian
literature, primarily Bible verses, back with them to North Korea. Every defector caught and
repatriated to the country will have to answer a lot of questions. According to all reports, these
AyOf dzZRSY G5AR &2iadz AWS JUK AlyyFeK ¢/ K NARA GOAIHF @S @ 2dz QA A
consistent high pressure is also witnessed by the fact that the number of defectors from North
Korea to the South continues to drophe regine enhanced its border security addfectionhas
become much more dangerous and expensive

1 Church sphereChurches simply cannot exist. There are fgovernmentcontrolled churchesn
Pyongyang which anesed by the regime toh®w its international visitors that it grants freedom
of religion. Theyare not able to function as churatongregationsn the true sense of the word
as they do not have any space to move beyond the limits set by the government. Apart from
that, it is not possible to produce or to import Christian materials legally or to set up any
Christian organization. Legal training of leaders or youth work cannot be done at all.

9 Violence:Persecution in North Korea remains violent, though the recorded level of ¢elen

not as high as it might be due to the fact that not all incidents are reported and it is difficult to
get reports out of labor camp#$n Febrary 2015, North Korea detaindtbreanCanadian pastor
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Hyensoo Limwho had been in the country doing relief woflhich he had been doingore
than a hundred times beforever the years)As North Korea from time to time detains foreign
citizens, including Christian workers, this in itself was not surprising. Unuswaybn was that
the authorities made hinpublically confesshat his goal was to overturn the North Korean
regime. This may point to an increasingrsher approach towards the coun®yChristians; it
certainly confirms the regint@ perception of Christians.

6. Future outlook
9 Visible trends andsignificance for the Church:

One of the major questions the regime faces concerns its relationship witta Chiheavily
depends on China economically and cannot afford to be abandoned by it. Though in the
NELR2NIAY3I LISNA2R GKSNB KI @S 0SSy aiadaya GkKIFG /
behavior, it still has reasons to keep North Korea afloat. Kitg lm has still not traveled abroad
to any country, despite ruling the country for more than three years now. If it goes according to
tradition and as a matter of courtesy, he should visit China first. If he does, this would point to a
warming relationshipwhich would be bad news for Christians. For China repatriates every North
Y2NBlLY 6K2 YIylFr3aSa G2 RSTFSOGX RSaALMAGS KI @Ay3
and despite the fact that without any costs and efforts China could send through atttolesféo
South Korea.
{2YSOUKAYy3 G2 61 G0OK Ay wHwnmc gAff 06S GKS aSgSy
announcedon 30 October 2015 and will take place in early May 2016. It will be the fict s
congress for 35 years and may give hints about which direction the country will be heading.
Earlier congresses were used to announce leadership shuffles and new policies or their
amendments. For the Christians, most likely nothing will change, giarttby are regarded as
being against the regime.
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Irag 7z Rank 2

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the W orld Watch List
Scoring 90 points, Iraq holds the second position on the World Watch List (WWL) 20¢%/Lin
2015, Irag ranked third with a score of 86 points. Under the influence of the presence of radical
Islam and more specifically Islamic State (IS), Iraqi society has further Islamized which adds pressure
on Christians.

2. Persecution engines
There are sevel persecution engines active in lralglamic extremisnimain) and to a lesser extent
Tribal antagonism (blended with Islamic extremisi Organized corruption and crime and
Denominational protectionism

1 Islamic extremism Radical Islamic groups desirgedigious cleansing of Iraq and aim to make
the country purely Islamic. Since the US led invasion of Iraq in 2003, the situation has
continuously been deteriorating, with adfestern (and as such ar@hristian) sentiments
mounting together with considelde levels of violence by Islamic militants and insurgent groups.
This situation is aggravated by government impuaitg lawlessnes$doreover, Islamic terrorist
groups have increased in number in therth andwest, under the influence of the civil war i
Syria. In June 2014 Islamic State (IS) proclaimed a caliphate in large parts of north and west Iraq
including the region they control in Syria. They implemented strict Islamic rules and are
responsible for most violence against Christians.

In the Iragiand Kurdish government the role of Islam is increasing due to regional developments.
Several Shiite parties have warm relations with the Islamic Republic of Iran and consequently
LN yQa AyTFtdzSyOS Ay LNYIlj A& Acoves ithayidstim / KNA a
background (Muslim Background Believers or MBBs), are already reporting they are being
monitored by Iranian secret services in areas close to the Iranian border. In general, Iragi society
seems to be turning more Islamic. There igrammease in social control of women, the wearing of

the headscarf and observance of Ramadan. Even Christian women in Bagli8asrahave

been forced to veil themselves in order to move safely outside of their homes. In areas
controlled by IS, all wonmeare forced to wear the full veil which covers the face completely.

1 Tribal antagonism Iraqi society is still very tribal. Tribalism in Iraq, which tries to force the
continuing influence of ageld norms and values, is very much mixed with Islam ane@ally
affectsMBBs

9 Organized corruption and crime Corruption plays an important role in the persecution of
Christians in Iraq as can be seen in the ransoms demanded when Christians are abducted and in
the illegal taking of Christiaowned houses andand. According to the NG@agdad Beituna
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( F3IKRFR hdz2NJ 1 2YS0X GKSNB KIFI @S 6SSy Y2NB GKIFYy
G2 LN}ILA /KNRaAGAFYEA Ay . I3IKRIRé¢ &AAYyOS Hnnood |
Christian homes have bgelllegally taken.The vulnerable position of religious minorities like

Christians is being exploitedorruption is deeply rooted in Iraqi society, right up to the highest

levels. Also, it is especialbeople in or close to political powexho are occupying not just
Christianowned homes but also churches and monasteries.

1 Denominational protectionismIn the south andcenter of Iraq, Christians whbave changed
church from traditional to nottraditional protestant churches can face threats and opposition
from family members, tribl leaders and society around them. This includes threats of losing
jobs, irheritances or the means to marry. Members of traditional churches vilawe visited
evangelical churches have also been refused to be married by their bishop. Social disgrace by
family and community are common.

3. Context
Christians have a long history in Irag. MosuINJ |j Qa &a4SO02y R o0A33SaG OAGe yz
- is the current name of the former city Nineveh, from the biblical book of Jonah. There was a long
tradition of Christians living in Iraqi cities liBaghdad and Mosul. Before the US invasion of Iraq in
2003, Irag was home to one of the largest Christian communities of the Middle East. Christians have
lived here for two millennia but are currently on the verge of extinction.

Over the last years, Iragak suffered from structural uncertainty, conflict and instability under a
government incapable of enforcing the rule of law and providing a minimum of security. Corruption
levels are soaring and sectarian violence does not seem to stop.

Iraq is divided inwo parts, the semautonomous Kurdish region in the north, officially governed by

the Kurdish Regional Government (KRG) based in Erbil and the large remaining Arab part, mostly
controlled by the Iragi Government in Baghdad. Kurds and Arabs have theitamgmages and

Odzf GdzNB® az2al 2F LNIIjQa 2Af NBaz2dz2NOSa | NB F2dzyR
Kurdish region and Arab Iraq, and these are amongst the most violent places of Irag. Christians are
caught here in the crossfire of two diffemt battles: one for a Kurdish autonomous country and one

for a religious cleansing of Iraq by Islamic terrorist groups who wish to make the country purely
Islamic. On the other hand, there are also sparks of hope. Cooperation between MBB pastors in
some paces in the north is increasing. And the more traditional churches and organizations are
reaching out to refugees from IS controlled areas and Syria by distributing blankets and toys.
Churches in Erbil and Dohuk are even bringingstidle humanitarianid and relief to 15,000 IDP
families.

4. Types of Christianity affected

Three types of Christianity exist in Iraq and are experiencing persecution:
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9 Historical Christian communitiesThe historical Christian communities, as there are the Assyrian
Orthodox Chtch, the Chaldean Catholic or Syrian Catholic Church, and the Armenian Church are
seriously affected by persecution.

1 Christian convertsfrom a Muslim background. Muslim Background Believers or MBBs are
seriously affected by persecution too. MBBs experianost pressure from (extended) family.

1 Nontraditional protestant churches such as evangelical churches in Bagdad and Basra, are
seriously affected by persecution. In the Nineveh area there are none left due to the presence of
IS. Local Christians arecéa with persecution or discrimination mostly from fanatical Islamic
movements, authorities and ne@hristian religious leaders. To some extent evangelical
Christians are also affected by opposition from (extended) family.

5. Spheres of life and violence

9 Expanation of persecution pattern The persecution patterrfor Iraq presents the scores for
Islamic extremisnfblended withTribal antagonis The average score over the first five blocks
(14.918, denoting pressure on Christiaris,noticeablyhigher thanlast year {4.067. The score
for the violence block isomewhat lower, going down frorh6.112(WWL 2015) td5.556 The
higher score for the overall pressure is partly due to the decision by the WWL team to reduce the
number of types of Christianity froffour to three (with expatriate Christians no longer being
included as they do not live isolated from other Christians in the country). The already high score
for pressure in alspheres of lifdas also further increased as a result of IS presevicdene is
scored very high, though slightly lower than last year as there were no reports of Christians being
detained without trial during the current reporting period. The data suggest a very severe and
volatile persecution situation. As thgersecution patten below shows, the scores in albheres
of life are at a similar high level, which is the result of increased pressure on Christians in the
entire country. Especially MBBs face difficulties irsplieres of lifeThe situation is particularly
tense in § held areas, where the religious rights of all types of Christianity are severely violated.

WWUEdition2016-02-01 Pagel1



Number of points

16

14

12

10

WWL 2016; LONG/ERSION OF ALL 50 COUNTRY PERSECUTION DYNAMICS

Persecution pattern

15,556

14,868 14,732 15,039 14,803 15,147 14018

Private Family Community National Church Violence
Spheres of life

(Please note: The numbers above are liged to three decimal placeShey are not to be read as thousands.)

Private spherePressure has increased especialareas held by IS. This is limiting all types of
Christianity in their personal worship of God, e.g. they cannot sing out loud in IS controlled areas.
In this respect, MBBs are limited in the entire country as it is risky to be open about their faith.

Family sphereMBBs oftenhave to hidetheir new faithfrom their Islamic families due to the
shame this brings. They run the risk of being threatened and abandoned. For all types of
Christianity, life as Christian families is severely restricted in I8otled areas. But also in the

rest of Iraq, Christian parents are careful what they share about their faith with their children. If
the children would for instance talk about their faith in schqelspecially during Islamic classes

the family risks blsphemy accusations.

Community sphereAlso in their community, it is too risky for MBBs to be open about their faith.

If their faith is known, MBBs will at least be discriminated in their community. This is even worse
in IS held areas, where all typesGiiristians should be silent about their religi@&eing a convert

from Islam to Christianity is like a death warrant in IS controlled territAlywomen in the IS

area are forced to fully veil themselves. But also inrtbeh of the country (Dohuk, Zakhand

some areas of Erbil) there is a growing social pressure on Christian women to wear a head scarf.

National sphere Sharia is the primary source of law, which forbids conversion of Muslims to
other religions. As such, MBBs will be discriminated in their interaction on a national level if their
new faith is known. It is not possible to have their religion changed om tBbeardsand their
children are also automatically registered as Muslitms.October 2015 the Iragi parliament
approved the National Card Law, forcing Adnslim children to become Muslim if the male
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parent converts to Islam or if their mother marriesMuslim. The law was passed in spite of
protests by religious minorities.vEn babies of mainstream Christians (historical and-non
traditional protestant communities) can be registered as Muslims without their parents knowing
it. If Christian parents warthis to be corrected on the birth certificate, this will lead to a visible
correction giving the impression that the person converted to Christiagitwith all the
consequences that will entail. In the Kurdish regionnorth Iraq, the KRG government is
ordering land to be sold tdvuslimsor Yazidisn several predominahy Christian area and
G26yad® ¢KAa &RSY2 3 NbkasdeanOgoingRD BiNy@arst in rhdNyR niafritya €
Christian areas in the Kurdish region and if this trend is not curbed, teses will gradually
becomepredominantlylslamic.

9 Church sphereln areas undethe control of IS, churches and monasteries are in general either
demolished or used for other purposes (jails, Islamic eentstables). It is practicalijnpossible
to have any kind ofleurch life in IS held areas: public gatherings that are not orgdriy IS are
forbidden. A disturbing development in central and southern Iraq is the lack of priests or church
members in some churchesdue to emigration which leads chiches to be put up for sale.

1 Violence Since IS proclaimed a caliphate, a stream of Christians as well as Yazidis, Shia Muslims,
Shabaq, Kakai and other minorities have been forced to flee their homes. Many Christians have
become internally displaced arthve fled to the Kurdish region. Many Christians faced killings,
abduction and physical harm, including sexual violence and forced marriages. Many churches,
monasteries and Christian owned property were damaged, destroyed or confisgatgubcially
in Moaul and Nineveh Plain. At least 18 attacks on churches or Christian buildings were recorded
during the current reporting period. In November 2014, a document was found indicating the
prices for Yazidi and Christian women and children, who are abductesi fighters. The highest
prices are requested for children aged one to nine. According to Middle East Concern, IS
distributed printed brochures in January 2015 on how to deal with captive women, permitting 1S
fighters to rape them.

It is impossible to prode a complete list of incidents against Christianlrieg, the above
mentioned are jussomeof the major incidentsoccurring inthe WWL2016reporting period.

6. Future outlook
In spite of some advances in the north by Iraqgi and Kurdish forces with tpeohéian and the US
led coalition, large parts of the populated territory of Irag remain under the control of Islamic
radicals. The KRG are making use of the unstable situation to press for more independence,
preferably an autonomous staté\ccording to he Economist Intelligence Unit 9 L hedpowderiiof
Shia militias is worrying arliitle progress in being made in winning back the confidence of
RA a 3 NHzy G fTBeR are dryafidtyi af possible scenarios for the future. One scenario is a
continuation of IS advancing and gaining more power, which could have serious regional
consequences. The regional power balance could shift considerably, as Iran would not @llamdth
would exert and gain more influence in Iraq. It already has much power in the country and Iraq is
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likely to ask Iran for more support to help contain IS. On top of IS' increasing power, a bigger role for
Iran means the situation of Christians, esjpdlg Christians with a Muslim background, is likely to
get worse. Moreover, the further widening divide between Sunni and Shia Muslims combined with
high levels of violence and the inability of the national government to defend law and order, will
cause gople to retreat into their own sectarian groups. There will be increased distrust between
the different religious and ethnic groups. The lower levels of tolerance combined with the continued
or even expanded presence of IS will have harmful consequeacesligious minorities, including
Christians. A local contact expects another wave of migraimtsluding Christiang to leave Iraq for

the West if the Nineveh Plain is not liberated from IS in the short term.

Another possible scenario is that Al Qaewid increase its efforts to show that they are following

strict Islamic codes and are fighting against the heretics, in order for it to prove their worth. IS used

G2 0SS | ALIXAYGSNI INRdzLd 2F !'f vISRI odzi .Fhisa &SLJ
situation will also increase the risks for Christians. Many more might leave Iraq, some of them going
through the relatively safe Kurdish region.

A third, more positive, scenario might be that the different ethnic and religious groups in Irag will

unite against their mutual jihadist enemy. This might bring more stability to the country. On the
YAONR fS@Sts L{Qa ONHLStf F2N¥ 2F NIRAOFft LatlyY Y
their religion. This opens up the doors for interest inatheligions, including Christianity.
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Eritrea z Rank 3

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the World Watch List
With a score oB9 points, Eritreareachesrank 3 onthe World Watch List (WWIL2016 In WWL
2015 Eritreawas atrank 9 with a score of 9 points. Inthe reporting period there has been
increasing pressuren Christians in Eritrealhis pressure is mainly coming frqmesident Isaias
Afewerki his ruling governmentand ordinarymembers of the Peoped CNR Yy i F2NJ 5S5Y2¢C
Justice (PFDJJhe increase in scor@l0 points)indicates that the persecution of Christians has
reached a breaking point. The increase in the score is attributable to two main factors (in addition to
the general deteriorationn the situation for Christians since last year): The increase in violence by
more than 6 points, and the specific pressure the government of Isaias Afewerki has been putting
on protestants. This is done in the belief that those who follow the faith asening up with the
international community to demonize the Eritrean government. In this regard, the government
suspects that the report by the UN Commission of Inquiry would not have been possible without
cooperation from people inside Eritrea. One obs@de & G F 6 S&aY G9IONAGNBLFY / KNR & (
know that there is a very high probability of falling into the hands of traffickers and ruthless radical
IANRdzLJA tfA1S GKS LatlYAO {GFrGSazx yS@OSNI KSaAdlds
GFte 6b2@S Yo SA2pengem af théfedde Bidiving by boat are Eritréedubb@d the
G b2 NI K Y2 N&SHritre® rAinks! amdily Dé ery worst countries in terms of freedom of
religion, freedom of press, rule of law and other human rigletsords. This is compounded by the
role of Islamic extremisnand Denominational protectioism - two engines that play a significant
role in making persecution even worse. In Eritrea, there is no safe place and the number of refugees
in Europe and elsewhere as well as the number of Eritrean Christians dying in the hands of
terrorists and human traffickersis testament to that.

2. Persecution engines
The persecution engirseaffecting Christians in Eritregre Dictatorial paranoia, Islamic extremism,
and Denominational protectionism.

9 Dictatorial paranocia: The Eritrean regime has become synonymous wibsolute
authoritarianism.Since 199, the PFDJ has been exercisfolj control over Eritrea, under the
leadership of president Afewerkihe countryhas been suffering from this authoritarian regime,
which is geared towards exercising extensive influence over the life of its citizens. Nowadays, the
regime is doing everything to maintaits power. The regimehasarrested, harassed and killed
Christiars because thewre consideredo be agents of the Westnd hencea threat to the state
and the government

1 Islamic etremism Approximately half of the Eritrean population is MusliBince they mostly
reside in the lowlands along the Red Sea Coast and the border with Sudan, Eritrean Muslims are
showing a tendency towards radicalism partly due to what is going on in the region. That means
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Christians in those areas are very vulnerabkpesially converts from Islam. Eritrean Muslims

I NB dadzafAYa FANRGE | YR 4&Briddanigedeinngent sl Sytpakhy @  C dzN
for Islam and Islamic militant groups, suchakShabaab. According to a report by the United

Nations Monitoring @®up on Somalia and Eritrea (13 October 2014), Eritrea has supplied
weapons and ammunition tal-Shabaab on different occasions. Furthermore, the Monitoring
Groupsaid thatEritreaisd O dzt G A @ G A y 3 -level cygntiadiDirStined Fedgral &dvelrinent

of {2YFtAlF G2 aGNIGS3aIAOLffe AyFidzsSyOS G4KS ySg
had retained links with warlords and spoilers allied with the Federal Government of Somalia,

some of whom in turn had relationships wigh{ KI 0 | | 0 ®¢

1 Denominationd protectionisnt The Eritrean state officially recognizéwsree different types of
Christianity: theEritrean Orthodox Churchthe RomanCatholic Church, andhe Lutheran
Church.Christians with a backgrourdifferent to the Eritrean Orthodox Churdometimesface
pressure from the latter. This pressure partly originates from theological differences but has
practical roots as welWell organized andvith a longtradition and historic recognition, the
Orthodox ChurcHooks down uponother types of Christidgty as being newomers.For the
Orthodox Church leaders, Eritrea is the home of the Orthodox Church, its Christian history is
defined by the Orthodox Church, and other denominatiansn particular the pentecostal
churches are not regarded as legitimate.

Context

Eritrea entered the World Watch List in 2002, and in 2004 the country jumped into the top 20. Thus,
although there was persecution in previous yedtss important to underline that Christians in

Eritrea have faced the severest levels of petgmn in the current reporting period and it has

reached breaking poinflo begin with, the Eritrean regimedbsolutely authoritariarand intolerant

towardsany form d unregisteredorganization, dissentind free expressiorAccording to Reporters

With2 dzi . 2 BEdRé&Nshstemaiically violates freedom of expression and information. It is

' FTNAOF QA o0A33ISaipe LINKS2 f NB2AMNIR 8 ¢ dzNSREfonei BathQuR dzy (i NB
Borderslis ¥ &t NBRIFi2N&R 2F t NBaad nCINBXPR he ebéntryllagtRor 1 KS  t
the past seven yearseven below Somalia, Sudan, China and Iran. According to Freedom House,
Eritrea is one of the ten worst countries when it comes to freedom. The challenges that Christians,
especially Pentecostals, fage the countryhas no parallebnywhere incountries with significant
number of Christiangt KS 32 @SNy YSyidQa FyAY2aarade G2¢1 NRa (KS
GKS dGFNBSGAYy3 2F (GKS WSK2@FKQa 2A0GySaasSa RdzNA
persecuting all types of Christians in the country. The introduction of a registration system
O2YLX SGSte 2dziftlgSR | fFNBES OFGS3I2NE 2F [/ KNA &L
religious institutions culminated in the deposing of the Eritrearh@dbx Church Patriarch who has

been under house arrest since 2007. Governmabuise and the hardship sufferedled to
dissatisfactioramongst the population, and @ventuallyresulted inalowf S@St Oma@AlB RQS{ | {
in an attemptto unseatpresidentlsaias Afewerkit failed and he blamedthe Westand Ethiopigor

the attempted coup It alsogave the government another excuse to intensify its persecution of
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Christian® Yy I YSR o0& (i K &ge@ds2oftBeWNa58. $hé incidert alsG gave a charfoe
Muslims to get closeto the government on the basis diy enemy is your enengy

Eritreahasalso consistently supported the rise and spreadaaficalismin the Horn of Africa. The
sanctions by the UN on Eritrea for its supportadical Islamic mtantsin the region, alShabab in
particular, shows that the Eritrean government is also an accomiplites persecution of Christians
outside Eritreaby supplying the means and methods of persecution to radical Muslimeddition,

the Eritrea goverrment has close ties with the Islamic government of Sudan, subsequently shaping
negativeattitudes towards Christianén Eritrea and outside Eritredn addition to Sudan, Eritrea is
close to countries of the Middle Eabke Qatar, Iran and Saudi in terno$ culture, policy and
geographywhere Christians are faciran endless ordeal day in and day oiany Christianare
leaving the country via neighboring countrieSudan, Ethiopia, and Egypand have become an

easy prey for human traffickerespecidly in the Sinai desert. Some of them were caught and
beheaded in Libya by Islamic State. Still many have made to Europe by boat through the
treacherous Mediterranean Sea journey. That means the situation in Eritrea is also contributing to
the global refuge crisis. In the international context, it is also important to take note of the fact
that Eritrea is one of the two African Countries designated a€auntry of Particular Concern
(CPC) by the US State Department because of severe violations ofrfreddeligion.One refugee
a0l GSR GKIFG aiGKS 02 dzy (i N¥omehod themfahe anatlie SEVRAIDeRMzG A U a
Training Centeand others are escaping the regime through every possible outlet. And the country
KFa 0S02YS dzy Ay KLl RdbérthPo GeSrgeChain&nt ofl theAUSS. Goiimdission on
International Religious Freedom) and Thomas J. R&SEIRF Commissioner | $hpuld Edtrea’s
track record on human rights crimes and religious freedom warrant a referral to the International
Crimind Court at The Hagué?

Types of Christianity affected
Approximatehfity LISNJ OSy &4 2F 9NAGNBI Q& LI Lz | (fdultypesK | & |
of Christianity in Eritrea.

1 The expatriate ChristiansThe main challenge that this group faceseimanating from the
32 SNYYSyliod ¢KS ydzYoSNI 2F SELIGNAIFGS&a A& &ar3a
pressure.

9 Historical Christian ammunities. This group includes the Eritrean Orthodox Church, Anglicans,
Evangelical Lutherans, and Roman Catholid®ese Christiangive mainly in the Christian
dominated areas of central and souHritrea They face persecution from the government and
Islamic extremism

1 Communities of norraditional protestants. These Christiang especially the pentecostal
commurities - face serious persecution especially from government officials and the Eritrean
Orthodox Church.

1 Converts This group refers either toChristians whohave left the historical Christian
communities to join noftraditional protestant congregations @o Muslims who haveonverted
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to Christianity (MMBs) The first category can face serious persecution from the Eritrean
Orthodox Church, the latter from Muslim families and society.

5. Spheres of life and violence
Eritrean Christians faamassivepressureand experience violence against them from thesggines
driven by many actors.

9 Explanation ofpersecution pattern The persecution pattern for Eritrea presents the scores for

Dictatorial @ranoia, Islamic extremisrand Denominational protectionisimmThe average score

over the first five blocks (15.808), showing the pressure on Christians, is higher than last year
(15.100). The score for the violence block is markedly higher, rising from 3.889 (WWL 2015) up to
10.185. This suggests Eritrea went in a downwards spiral in the reporting peAsdthe
persecution patterrbelow shows persecution is severe in evesphere of life but strongest in

the private, communityand national sphees The maximum scores in thespheres of lifeare
caused by the overlapping effect of the three powerful persecution engines in the country.

Persecution pattern
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Private Family Community National Church Violence

Spheres of life

(Please note: The numbers above are ldiged to three decimal placeShey are not to be read asousands.)

91 Private life The government continuously targets individuals in their private life and makes their
SOSNERIEe tA0S&a RAFFAOAAZ G FyR O2YLX AOF T&RP C2)
possess any materials not considered to be of the tegesl church is very risky. Many have
been arrested for owning and using some of these materials. But even the registered groups are
not free to print, import of distribute materials without government interference and scrutiy.
Denominational protectioism and Islamic extremismare also sources of harassment for
Christians in many ways. Especially Muslims converting to Christianity face intense pressure. For
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example, converts will be thrown out of the family home and denied access to various basic
goodsin their community.

Family life Due to governmentarrests, imprisonment, and abduction&hristian families
disintegrate. Due talenominational protectionisinChristians are denied inheritance as well as
family-related rights. Due tdslamic extremisnChristians face multifaceted challengasMuslim
dominated areas. For example, MBBs cannot conduct a Christian wedding in public, and if MMBs
die, they are buried under Muslim rites.

Community life According to an Open Doors figleisearchey the govenment enlists thehelp of

the community to spy on all Christian activities in thkgcality. This cargive rise tostrange
alliances:e.g. Muslims monitoring evangelical activities, especially any mission (evangelism and
discipleship) to Muslims in thelommunities, orbehalf of the government

National life: The national life of Christians in Eritre@ems tadeteriorate with each passing day.

The high scorein this categorycan be attributed to the attitude and behavior of the Eritrean
government towads Christians(However, it needs to be said that, compared with the other
persecuted church types, members of the Eritrean Coptic Church enjoy relative freedom. This
Oy 0SS SELXIAYSR o0& (KS 32 & SWwasarsnioleairioticndd S LIG A 2
controllable) The country is known for forcing Christians to act against their conscience.
Pursuant to Article 6 of Proclamation on National Service No. 82/1995 of 1995, any Eritrean
citizen between the age of 18 and 50 has the obligatiorenlist for national service. The
Proclamation does not provide any exceptifor citizens not waring to enlist onreligious
grounds Religious groupshave thus faced enormous challenges refusing to take part or
quitting the service

Church life:The Etrean government puts massive pressure on the Church. Religious groups in
Eritrea should either register or cease operatiHgwever, getting registration/license permits is
very difficult. The government also interferes in the election of religious lesdEor example,

the Eritrean Orthodox Church Patriar¢hatriarch Abune Antonigodias been under house arrest
since May 2007. Furthermoregligious groupsannot print and distribute documents/materials
without prior approval by the Office of Religious Affairs.

Violence:As a result of statesanctionedviolence many Eritrean Christiangrefer to risk the

deadly emigration routes via Sudan and Libya rather thay $b their country. Houses of
Christians have been raided, attacked, and damaged. In addition, it was reported that personnel
from9 NR G NBF Qa aSOdz2NAGe oNlyOKSa KI @S 0SSy Ay@gz2ft
Christians. More than 30 Christiangre killed including three sisters who were trying to escape

from the county. (Field reports suggest more than 3@round 38- Christians were killed while
attempting to flee Eritrea, and some died in prison during the reporting period. Theclided

in the violent incident article are only the verified cases. For scoring purposes, there is no
difference between 11 or 30 Christians killedther Christians are being held by the
governmentin miserable conditions, for example being detained in shigppaontainers in
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scorching temperatures. Thousands of Christinage been arrested and imprisoned over the
years,some of whonstill remainin prisonafter 11 years. Two medical doctors are also in jail for
their Christian faith. Asmara police stations, iMairwa, Adi Abieto (new for believers to be
detained in), Keren (new), Assab, Hashferai, Barentu, Mai Idaga, Alla (new) are some of the
detention and prison centerdilany prisoners argorced to work very long hours in commercial
flower fields.

Future ou tlook

G¢KS O2dzyiNE A& NMz SR o6& FSIN y204 tl¢¢ adlidiSa
control of an absolute dictator, ebpite there beingwidespread dissatisfaction with the Eritrean

regime According to World Watch List records, the aifion for Christians in Eritrea has been
deteriorating since 2003 antNB LJ2 NIia &ddzd3Sald wiKdtodtinu® Jbriged®El Q& & 2
FGY23aLIKSNE 2F FSINW® ¢KA&A Aada LINGEE NBFESOGSR A
country, through Sudafg/pt and then IsraelWhile the government is doing all it takes to stay in

power, the growth of Islamic extremisnis a worrying trend especiallyas approximatelfifty per

cent of the Eritrean populatiomre Muslims and could be vulnerable tbecomingradicalized In

addition, like in Ethiopia, the Eritrean Orthodox Church conttagout pressureon converts tahe

protestant faith

Considering what has happened in the past years and the existing situation, the future could look as
follows: The plight of Eritrean Christians will continue, including their suffering at the hands of
human traffickers in neighboring countries. The Eatrgjovernment will continue forcing Christians

to join the national army without upholding the rights obnscientious objecta. The Eritrean
Orthodox Church and radical Muslims will continue persecuting Christians, especially converts.
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Afghanistan z Rank 4

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the W orld Watch List
With a score 0B8 points, Afghanistarranks4 on the World Watch Ligf2WWL)2016. InWWL2015,
Afghanistanranked5 with a score 081 points. The increase partly due to an increased level of
violence and apart from that from the fact that for this reporting period, expatriate Christians
(meeting in a higtsecurity compound) were no longer included for WWL purpo$iesy are so few
and their number iglecreasing due to the tenser security situation.

2. Persecution engines
The persecution engines affecting Christians in Afghanistatskamic extremisnimain enginepnd
to a lesser extenfribal antagonismblended withIslamic extremism and Organized caouption
and crime

1 Islamic extremism:The Islamic Republic of Afghanistan neither allows any Afghan citizens to
become Christians nor recognizes them as such. Conversion is seen as apostasy and brings shame
on the family and the community. Therefore, cemts hide their newwon faith as far as
possible. The Taliban still rule parts of the country and have a significant influence. One observer
a0F3dSRY a! FGSN) GoSyite &8SINBR 2F Ay@2t @gSYSyid Ay
would be armed mullahg FAAKGAY I LINRS&dGaé¢ed . 20K StSySyidax
significant. The leadership of the Taliban consists of madrasdabated clerics. In statements
praising (suicide) martyrs, the Taliban mostly highlight their religious qualitiesth&gdeven go
further when they express pity for mothers of soldiers killed belonging to the ANA (Afghan
National Army) and ask them why they hindered their children from becomsighid(martyr)
instead of allowing them to be killed for a purely worldiguse.All Christiansith an Afghan
nationality are converts comindrom a Muslim backgroundMBBs) If Christian convertsare
discovered, they face discrimination and hostility up to violence by their family, friends and
community. Muslim clergywill mog likely be the instigators and local authoritiesinc be
involved, too.MBBswill be put under heavy pressure to recant their faith. Those who decide to
leave Islam and who are considered to be apostates are in an extremely difficult situation

1 Tribal antagonism: The concept of nation is quite remote to the Afghan way of thinking. Your
own family comes first, followed by clanwvn tribe and people; and all of themare muchmore
important than the countryPeople are deeply entrenched intaring fortheir families, villages,
tribes and own people. If someone dares to turn from his tribe and-ddevalues and to
embrace something new and maybe even foreign, this results in high pressure to return to
tradition. If this does not happen, such a person Wil lookedupon as a traitor and excluded
from the community. This applies to altleviationg but even more so if someone turns to
Christianity. The Christian religion is still considered to be a Western religion and hostile to
Afghan culture, society and Islam.
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9 Organized corruption and crimefhe lack of exportable goods leads to a huge tradeaiance,
causing the country to be in constant need of money. A stunning 80% of the GDP comes from the
informal sector and smrganized corruption and crimare omnipresent. This became clearly
graroftS Ay (GKS avYl odz . Iy 1 @t thatyofider® 8fythé bakk/ H 1 mn
including the brother of the themresident Karzai had embezzled more than 850 million USD,
leading to a run on the already weak bank system in Afghanistan. After president Ghani's
inauguration, investigations were @ened in October 2014. In dealing with authorities, bribes
are a very common way of getting things doffdis also affects Christians because they belong
to the poor majority of societyOne of the main economic problems Afghanistan faces is that
illicit drugslike opium are much more lucrative than virtually any other crop. Compared to
wheat, farmers can earn eleven times the amount of money with poppy production.
Consequently, the opium trade makes up approximately 15% of the equivalent of the country's
licit GDP. The Taliban are heavily involved in drug production, estimations are t8884 0f all
drug trafficking gains end up in the Taliban's pockets. Afghanistan’s main opium production hub,
the southern province of Helmand, is home to around 50% of thenitg's area suitable for
poppy cultivation and a stronghold of the TalibameByone who is in the way of the drug lords
will just be pushed aside. In most cases, this does not happen to Christians alone as they are not
visible anyway, but they are alséfected as they do not have an alternative or someone to turn
to in order to seek help.

3. Context
Afghanistan has been situated in a volatile region for centuries. It was ruled by Persians and gained
independence asa state in 1709. The norttwvestern part of the country is also known as
GYK2NI &l yés | (S N¥promikehcBagainNBed Sifitdnts ledged Allggtamte to
theld ' YAO {GIFGS YR lyy2dzyOSR GKS AYUGNRBRdAzOGAZ2Y 2°
included parts of Iran and Pakistan as w&he Western concept of a nation state is alien to
Afghanistan; loyalty belongs to the tribe, the language, the ethnitityt, not to a state. Every
decision in the country therefore has to be seen through these multiple lenses. Having authority in
Kabul does not necessarily mean having authority in the provinces.

This is at least partly an explanation for the countries clicaped politics. Since the seventies,

| FAKFYAAGEY KEa fFO1SR LISFOS FyR ASNBSR +ta Ly |
states and world super powers involving first and foremost Pakistan, India, Russia, China and the
United States. All effits to find an agreement with the Taliban is hampered by these fadts.

recent splintering of the Taliban movement complicates any peace talks the Afghan government

may wish to hold with the insurgents. There have been numerous efforts (most recemfgrion

2015, but as the leadership is contested at the moment and it remains to be seen where factions

build and settle in the end, all talks came to dtliar the time being.

Security is obviously one of the major challenges the country faces. Afghanistan’s security forces are
frequently not part of the solution, but part of the problem. The Afghan Local Police (ALP) for
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example was set up to assist réguforces and is basically the effort to include some of the ethnic

and tribal insurgent groups. They are loosely regulated and poorly trained, but have a force of
29,000 and operate in 29 of the 34 provinces. Their loyalty is questionable as was tejated
NELR2NI l[d2GAy3 | NBfAIA2dza & anl 2 el dhd't Tkbldhem, wel NB | Y'Y
O2YLX Ay (2 GKS RAAGNAROG OKAST 2F LRftAOSTI YR K
are often armed and used to fight against the Taliblamt they also abuse the people. This means
pro-government militias can have a worse effect on society than the Taliban, as one villager
explained in a receneport from September 2015.

4. Types of Christianity affected
All Afghan Christians come from a Muslim Background and are experiencing persecution:

1 Christian convertsfrom a Muslim background (MBBs). Afghanistan is one of the very few
countries where only one type of Christianity is found. Expatriate Christians were not included in
this year's reporting periodnymore as they are so few and their number is decreasirgytd
the tenser security situation. Additionally, they are so isolated that they virtually make no impact
on the situation. They may as well live in a space that is as free as the West itself on their
compounds.MBBs however are trying their utmost not tee discovered by family, friends,
neighbors or the wider community. Depending on the family, they even have to fear for their
lives. Living openly asGhristianis simply not possible and evehops or other businessdmve
been destroyed just on the mersuspicion that someone might be a convert, according to
reports.

5. Spheres of life and violence

1 Explanation ofpersecution mattern: Thepersecution patterrfor Afghanistarpresents the scores
for Islamic extremisn{blended withTribal antagonism The avesige score over the first five
blocks 15.478, showing the pressure on Christians,eigen slightlyhigher than last year
(15.262. The score for the violence blocknmich higher: 5.185 (WWL 2015) tal0.741 This
suggestghe persecution situation is vdiée, notwithstanding the already high level of pressure
on Christians. As thpersecution pttern below shows, persecution is severe, with the highest
scores in theprivate and family spheresand the lowest in thenational sphereConverts face an
enormous pressure as they are not just deviating from a faith, but putting themselves outside
the family, clan, village, tribe and ultimately, nation. Therefore Christians have to remain in
deepest secrecy and many have left the country, either becausg weee discovered, stood in
the risk of being discovered or simply the pressure had become unbearable.
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Persecution pattern

15,300 15,478

13,432

10,741

Private Family Community National Church Violence
Spheres of life

(Please note: The numbers above are liged to three decimal placeShey are not to be read as thousands.)

Private/family/community spheres: MBBs always have to be very cautious as even the suspicion
of having converted can lead to severe consequences like arrests and the destruction of living
spaces and businesses. Social control is high and it is difficult to hide thevareiaith over a

long period of time, especially if the convert has children. Additionally, he or she is in a catch 22
situation as they do not want to send their children tonadrassahand it is dangerous to share
about the new faith to their children as well.

National sphere: Article 3 of the constitution, stating that no law shall contravene the tenets and
provisions of the holy religion of Islam, leads to restrictions in many areas. And as the wording is
rather flexible, it remains unclear what may be deemed as inapjatg and against Islam.
Afghanistan is an Islamic Republic and does not allow any deviation from the Muslim faith.
Accusations of conversion are equaled to blaspheming Islam and the prophet and neither
Christians nor other religiousincluding Musling minorities enjoy freedom of religion.

Church sphereThere is no publicly accessible church in Afghanistan. The only functioning chapel
is placed in the basement of the Italian embassy in Kabul and only op#refdeclining number

of expatriates workingn Kabul, mainly diplomatic and military stexpatriate Christians remain

a target of radical Muslims, even if they do not testify about their Christian faith explicitly, but
are simply motivated by Christian charity.

Violence:At the beginning of theeporting period, on 29 November 2014, three South African
Christians working for a relief organization were killed in an attack on the guesthouse they were
staying at in Kabul. Every building which is suspected of having connections with the
underground @ristian community is targeted, closed down and even damaged, no matter if the
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allegations are true or not. After eight months of abduction, an Indian priest supervising the
Jesuit Refugee Program in Afghanistan was released on 22 February 2015.

6. Future outlook
Afghanistan continues to face a volatile and highly violent future and there is no obvious way out of
it. That is one reason why among the refugees coming to Europe, there is a surprisingly large
number of Afghans. Christians also face this diffitttilire. Observers see scant reasons for hoping
for a negotiated and altomprehensive peace with Taliban, other insurgents and regional warlords.
.FaArAorftfes GKAA Aa RdzS (2 F2dz2NJ NBlFaz2yay wmo t 2f
relations to the country’s CEO, Abdullah Abdullah, are strained, to say the least. 2) Economic:
Afghanistan’s state revenue stands at a meagre 29% of the budget, meaning that the government
will continue to fail to provide the people’s most basic needs. 3) MititAt least one third of
Afghanistan’s territory is at insurgency risk and insurgents have increased attacks, conquering
further districts all over the country. 4) Geostrategic: For the time being it is Pakistan holding the
keys to an overall solution ilkfghanistan.

O

| 26 SOSNE GKSNB YIFe 06S | aAftOSNItAYyAy3a F2N GKS
on outer powers, including neighboring Pakistan, to end its geographicallydeked position. The
easing and finally lifting of internatinal economic sanctions against Iran may have a positive impact
on neighbouring Afghanistan in this respect. Both countries share a border of 936 kilometres and an
opening to international trade streams could lessen Afghanistan's dependency on Pakistan as
would offer an alternative access to the sea. Most likely this could be achieved by the opening of
the port of Chabbar in Iran, possibly with Chinese assistance due to their efforts at creating a new
Silk Road. This still leaves the question of stghilitanswered, but at least it offers a desperately
needed perspective. For the small Christian minority in the country, however, the situation will not
improve and persecution will not cease.
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Syria z Rank 5

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the W orld Watch List
Syria continues to be high in Top Ten of the World Watch List (WWL) 2016. The score has increased
once again from 83 (WWL 2015) & points. Remarkablyhowever, Syria falls one position, from
rank 4 to5. This is explained by other countries receiving higher scores and therefore overtaking
{@8NRAI 2y GKS 22[ & ¢KS YIAYy NBlFazy T2 Nlerfitd WA I Q&
of radical Islamic groups, reaching antatle high with the esablishment of the IslamiState
caliphate (IS) As a result, ectarian tensions within the countrfincluding governmentontrolled
areag have mountedTo compare: before the start of the civil war, Syria ranked 38 on the WWL.

2. Persecution engines
In Syriafour persecution enginesan be distinguishedslamic extremisnimain enging and to a
lesser extentTribal antagonism(blended with Islamic extremismy Dictatorial paranoiaand
Organized corruption and crimét was only during the civil war thatlslamc extremismhas
developed into the main persecution engine insteadDaftatorial paranoia

T Islamic extremismThe militants of the Islamic State (IS) and to a lesser extent those of Jabhat al
Nusraand other radical groups, are currently the cruelest driverthefpersecution of Christians
in Syria.Christians used to have a relatiyéarge amount of religious freedom in preivil war
Syria. This has changed with tadventof militant Islamiagroups. 1S introduced the caliphate in
large parts of Syria and Irag at the end of June 2014. A strict version of Sharia law was
implemented. Already in February 2014 Christians in the city of Raqqga were forced to sign a
WRKAYYA 02y NI Ogidds) frekddri. IAtihe yh@merit, knSsk GhiistaNshéave fled 1S
controlled areas. As a result of the increased influence of radical Islamic groups, society is
radicalzing especially in areas controlled by those radical groups.

1 Tribal antagonism Tribalismm Syrig which tries toenforce the continuing influence of aggd
norms and values, is very much mixed with Islam and especially di&fs.

9 Dictatorial paranoia In pre-civil war SyriaDictatorial paranoiamostly came from government
officials. The state monitored churches, e.g. for the contents of their sermons, to verify whether
it contained political statements. Today, the government hardly monitors Christians anymore as
they are preoccupied with theiright against the different opposition groups. Due to the
circumstances of war, there is hardly any attempt to ensure religious freedom for Christians. In
present day Syria, this persecution engine is predominantly dne¢iby the government, buby
armedgroups that control parts of Syria and are willing to use any means to stay in power

1 Organizedcorruption andcrime: In SyriaOrganized corruption andime takes place in the civil
war situation of impunity and anarchy. It is a means for-eatichment; an example is kidnap for
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ransom. Syrians of different religious backgrounds are being kidnapped. Behind the kidnapping
of Christians there are financial, political and ideological motives. Christians have a reputation of
being wealthy and supporting ¢hregime. Being part of a vulnerable nbtuslim minority also

plays a role in their abductions.

3. Context
The Syrian civil war began as a popular uprising in 2011, with demands for increased political
liberties and economic reforms, similar to other Arab countries at that same period. However the
roots of the conflict are deeper and more complicated, and ithelalass conflict, rural versus urban
divisions, and repressed political liberty. This in part explains why the conflict has so rapidly evolved
into an extremely violent sectarian conflict that has now lasted fige years. The religious

componentoftheD2 y Tt AOG A& LINAYFINRE& {dzyyA @SNEdza { KAQI

The Syrian opposition is increasinglglamizing and the civil war is takingn more and more the
form of ajihad against the Syrian government. In the conflict, all Syrians are sufferintyyreat
some groups are in a more vulnerable position than others.

hyS 2F GKS YFAY FSIFGdzNBa 2F {&NAI Qa / KNRaAlGALY
Particularly significant for the understanding of the position of Christians inctrgext of the

OdzNNBy i OA@GAt 61N Aa (GKS O2yOSyidNI GA2y 2F {&NAI
GAGEE G2 020K (GKS 3A2@0SNYYSyid FyR (GKS 2LILRaAdGAz2Yy

Aleppo and Damascus, and in the south@reas of the Homs governorate near the Lebanese
border. The geographical concentration of Christians in strategic areas is an important factor in their
vulnerability, as is their alleged support to the government

4. Types of Christianity affected
All types of Christianityn Syriaare affected by persecution related to the civil war. For radical
Islamic groups, it does not matter to which denomination a Christian belongs. But there are a few
factors that make certain groups additionally vulneraldipe fdlowing three types of Christianity
are affected by persecution in Syria:

1 Historical Christian communitiegmostly Syrian Orthodox and Roman Catholiarche3. As the
largest type of @ristianity in the country Christians from historical Christian commities are
specifically targeted. They are spread over the entire country and are also present in conflict
zones. Of this group, it is the leaders that are mostly affected, due to fhdilic exposure.
Clergy from historical churches are recognizableh®jriclothingwhich makes thensometimes
a target. Historical Christians are also more recognizable present in society than for the other
types of Christianity, for instance by clearly recognizable churches and areesociomically
more connected to thestate apparatus. The political reputation of denominations, churches and
local church leaders plays an important role in the level of persecution or oppression they face
from groups that are fighting President Assad. In this, it is decisive how churath&haistians
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aligned or positioned themselves in a political sense in the past: whether they were supportive of
Assad, tried to stay neutral, distanced themselves from or even opposed him.

1 Chrstian convertsfrom a Muslim backgroun{Muslim Background Bielers or MBBs)Converts
from Islam to Christianity are especially put under pressure by their family, as it brings great
dishonor to them if a family member leaves Islam. This is particular true in majority Sunni areas,
where MBBsrisk being banned frontheir families or worse. In a reaction to the increased
radicalization of Islam, opposition from family and society towards converts from a Muslim
background has increased particularly within rebel controlled areas. Pressure from the family is
somewhat les intense in Kurdish areas, as the Kurdish Sunnis are generally less fundamentalist.
Since he state authorities currently hag other prioritiesto deal with the slight governmental
pressure on MBBhat there had been in earlier years, hdisninished.

1 Nontraditional protestant churchessuch as evangelical and pentecostal communities. These
churches are in a vulnerable position as they are known for their Western orientation,
fragmentation, lack of strong leadership and lack of a foreign spokesperaprlike a Pope or
bishop) who can speak on their behalf. Ttotal number of Christians in Syrigs currently
estimated to be between 600,000 and 900,0@@mpared to 1.8nillion Christians before the
civil war Open Doors follows the estimate of the WibiChristian Database, which is 772,000
Christians. Thisieans thatmore than 1 milliorChristians have ftethe country since the start of
the civil war.

5. Spheres of life and violence

9 Explanation ofpersecutionpattern: The persecution patterrfor Syriapresents the scores for
Islamic extremisniblended withTribal antagonis The average score over the first five blocks
(14.28%, showing the pressure on Christians¢camsiderablyhigher than last yearl@.326. The
score for the violence block ®ill at a very high level, thoughlightly lower than last year,
moving down froml6.112(WWL 2015) tdl5.556 This is explained by the fact that contrary to
last year, there were no reports of Christians being detained without Wéih the civil war,
Sy Qa &a20AS0G& A& RSNIAfSR Ay &dzOK remainghigh. G KI G
Within this context of warwith IS controlling large parts of the country and with the rising
influence of Islamic jihadists in the opposition forces, Christians have become an increasingly
vulnerable group. They face increased faitated pressure in alipheres of lifeprivate, family,
community nationaland church spheresThis is particularly true for all Christians in 1S controlled
areas and for MBBs in the entire country. In Kurdish areas the situation for MBBs is somewhat
less intenseAs thepersecution patterielow shovg, persecution pressure is more or less evenly
distributed over the differenspheres of lifewith the highest level evident in thehurch sphere
and the lowest in thenational sphere

WWUEdition2016-02-01 Pagez8



Number of points

16

14

12

10

WWL 2016; LONG/ERSION OF ALL 50 COUNTRY PERSECUTION DYNAMICS

Persecution pattern

15,556
14,930 '
14,394 14,063 14,453 13,597 14,087

Private Family Community National Church Violence
Spheres of life

(Please note: The numbers above are ligpd to three decimal pl&s.They are not to be read as thousands.)

Private spherePressure has increased due to large parts of the country being under IS control.
This is limiting all types of Christians in their personal worship of God, e.g. they cannot sing out
loud in areascontrolled by radical Islamic groups. Undée influence of increased radical
sentiments, MBBs in the entire countfgspecially in those areas conlied by radical Islamic
groups, andwith the exception of Kurdish arepexperience a higher level of msure in their
private religious observance.

Family sphereEspecially MBBs face increased levels of pressure igghére of lifeif their new

faith is known. However, this is slightly less intense in Kurdish areas. Also, MBBs are not able to
changetheir religious identity in official documents, cannot officially have a Christian wedding or
baptism, etc. In IS controlled areas, these issues are problematic for all types of Christianity.

Community sphere:Community life is extremely limited foall types of Christianity in 1S
controlled areas. If their faith is known, it is problematic for MBBs in the entire couitryS
controlled areas all citizens (including Christians) have to abide by Islamic dress code. Christians
are forced to pay protectio money and to keep commercial and dietary regulations, including a
ban on alcohol.

National sphere Due to the fractured state of the country, there n®w more impunity and
inequality. In government controlled areas, Christians generally not discminated againstin
national life. However, they may encounter glass ceilings in the public sector. MBBs can be
treated unequally, if their faith is known. Evangelism and conversion from Islam are prohibited.
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In areascontrolled by radical Muslim elementsll nonMuslims, including Christians, are second
rate citizens.

9 Church sphereIn areas controlled by radical Islamic groups most churches are either
demolished or used as Islamic centers. Public expressions of Christian faith are prohibited and
church buildings or monasteries cannot be repaired or restored irrespeativevhether the
damage was collateral or intentional. In government controlled areas, there is less monitoring of
Christians due to the circumstances of war. In the entire country, MBBiagas are impossible
and as such illegal.

T Violence Violencetargeted against Christians has continued during the WWL reporting period.
The sectarian dimension of the conflict is a factor that has made Christians, as a religious/ethnic
minority, more vuherable.Radical Muslims play an important role in the a@tiristian violence.

In a recently issuednagazine IS explained that IS fighters are allowed to rape enslaved non
Muslim women. We have received reports of many Christians being abducted, physically harmed
and killed. Within the context of civil war, many churchesre beendamaged or destroyed,
however in several cases deliberately. It is impossible to provide a complete hsblent
incidents against Christiain Syria, thereforenly some major incidents of the WWL reporting
period are listedhere: On23 February2015 IS attacked 35 Assan villages on the Khabur river
in Hasaka provincén northeast SyriaAccording tothe Assyrian International News Agency
(AINA they captured more than 250 andirove 3,000 Assyrians from their village$ost of
them have notbeen able tareturn. All clurches in these villages were confiscated or destroyed.
Three hostages were executed 88 September2015 Some hostagefave since beereleased

but in total well over 30@\ssyriarChristiars were still being heldy 1ISn December 2015.

Future outlook

A new development in the civil war in Syria during 2015 was the intervention of Russia. According to

the Economist Intelligence Unit (EJ) 6§ KS f S@Stf 2F GKS wdzaiAly AyidS
sufficient scale to save the exhausted Syrian regimie,it will be assisted in the near term by the

growing focus of external powers on containing the Islamic State threat, especially after the Paris
FGdFrOlaé¢ad [A1S flaid &SIFNE (Kdescondsinto@ frefi-dllyftazS & G 2
humanitarian crisis will worsen, forcing more Syrians to flee the country and leaving the economy
reliant on foreign aié &

The impact of the civil waon Christians, anthore specifially the direct attacksaimed atChristians

are extremely traumaticcausig them to continue to flee the countryrhe presence of Christians as

a neutral element in societies with many different facets of Islam is very imporfssttheir
numbers are decreasing, instability and conflict are likely to increAsaidst all violene and
persecution, there are also sparks of hope. Though many Christians have left the coamdryvill
continue to do so- or are internally displaced, there are many Christians who are sincerely
committed to stay in Syria and serve the country esgicia the midst of this unimaginable ordeal.
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Also there isgrowth in the number ofpeople who have converted to Christ in this deplorable
situation of civil war
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Pakistan z Rank 6

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the W orld Watch List
With a score oB7 points, Pakistanranks6 on the World Watch List 2016. In WWL 20Pakistan
ranked 8 with a score of9 points. The increase is partly due to an increased level of violence
scoring maximum for the fitdime. Apart from that, the increase in pressure showsross thdive
spheres of lifavith the strongest increase evident in tlsurchsphere

2. Persecution engines
The persecution engines affecting Christians in Pakistaisknmic extremisnfmain engie) and to
a lesser extenOrganized corruption and crime

1 Islamic extremismPakistan suffers from a plethora of radical Islamic groups and withesses an
increasingly Islamizing culture. ThériGtian community feels increasingly trapped in the
crossairs of those groups and cultureRadical Islamic groups continue to flourish despite a
recent crackdown on some of them by the military and are used by different political groups as
allies. Their power to mobilize hundreds of thousands of predominantly yoangle and take
them to the streets remains a frequently used political tool and a strong leverage for enforcing
political goals. This power to mobilize mobs very quickly was felt by the Christian minority
countless times as well. Banned radical Islamicigsalo not dissolve into nothing, in most cases
they simply rebrand and build charity fronts, wooing the general populace with social services
and the youth with a perspective which it is badly lacking. The majority of the population is 24
years old or yanger; given that one third of the population is below 14, this is a trend that will
not cease quickly and brings enormous challenges with it. While life expectancy is not very high
at 67.39 years, the total fertility rate stands at 2.75. These figuresvghat if these trends
continue, Pakistan will become the largest Muslim country in the world, overtaking Indonesia
within the next 15 years. This social structure leads to scores of young people leaving schools,
dreaming of their future. As the countryraggles to give a perspective even to the well
educated and academic among the younger generation, this builds the basis for social unrest,
which in turn paves the way for radical Islamic groups luring young people into their arms, giving
them a feeling ofvorth they have never had before.

9 Organized corruption and crimeCorruption is rampant in Pakistan on all levels of administration

FYR FNXYéd ¢KS IN¥é Aa a2 RSSLI & SyiNByodKSR Ayl

competitor in many economiadlds. It enjoys unfair advantages which a popular joke about the

I NYe AffdzAaGNIGSa ¢Sttty a!ff O2dzyiNASa KI @S
difficult to access details, estimations say that the military holds assets valued at at@und
billion USD, including around 5 million hectares of farmland. Organized crime affects Christians in
a special way as many Christians are poor and without defense. This was shown in the reporting
period when a Christian couple was killed because ofedleblasphemy on 4 November 2014.
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They were working as bonded laborers in the third generation for a brick manufacturer. These
laborers depend completely on the mercy of their employers and have no way out as they will
never be able to pay their loans badke to the high interest rates. They have no legal way of
registering complaints and are left without any defense or perspective.

3. Context
Pakistan witnessed another eventful time in the reporting period. This started with the attacks by
Taliban insurgets on a militaryrun school in Peshawar on 16 December 2014, leaving 144 dead,
including 132 schoolchildren. Though the military announced a war against Islamic radicals and
AYRSSR aidl NISR I OF YLI ATJy>S AlG O2yiArAy¢z8a abl RERf A
jihadists. While it fights the latter, it courts the former (égshkare-Toibg nowJamaatud-Dawah
and theHaqqganinetwork) and uses them as a proxy to reach its goals in neighboring countries such
as Afghanistan and India. Apparently, thditay does not abandon or even adapt this policy which
has been followed for decades. The recent attacks in December 2014 led to a hasty amendment of
the constitution, reintroducing the death penalty and setting up special military courts for
terrorismlinked cases, fulfilling two lorgtanding demands of the military. While observers say that
the law’s strongest result is to effectively sideline elected governments, it is also doubtful if the law
will reach its goal. According to numbers quoted in nevesps, 49,000 people have been arrested
through this new ruling, but only 129 of these were Islamic radicals. The ratio of pickups is even
more stunning: while 292,000 people were picked up by the authorities, only 140 Islamic radicals
were among them. Theituation in Pakistan has become so tight that the very meeting of people is
seen as suspicious.

A neverending stream of madrassatducated youth enters society; if madrassah teaching fails to

be controlled, radical ideas will get implanted in the youdde3 Sy S NI (i @re iugeitopie fory R & &
tF1AadryQa FdzidzZNBE Aa GKSNBTF2NBE GKS O2yiNBE 2F Y
the country, from which at least 11,000 follow conservative Deobandi Islam. Children and youth
receive radical teachg and instil hatred towards minorities and many madrassahs receive foreign
funds from Middle Eastern states like Qatar, Kuwait and Seadlia. As even listing and mapping
madrassahs is seen as acting against the religion of Islam, let alone monitoregutating them,
authorities in many cases do not know what is going on within the four walls of such buildings and
hence hate speech often goes unrecorded. Other religious minorities like Hindus suffer from this
radicalization and persecution as well.dA@ven Muslim minority groups like Ahmadi or Shia suffer

from violent persecution since they are not regarded as being true Muslims. They are seen as being
deviating sects, and so radical groups justify acting violently against them.

tF1{Aaldlry adzZFFSNBR FTNRBY &ASOSNB FNIOQGA2YylFtATIFGAZ
administration as well. The Baluchistan province and central Sindh regions are traditionally
perceived as being beyond the reach of the state. Feudal landowners aimatiieir own private

militias, courts and prisons in parts of rural Sindh and Punjab. Corruption is rampant across the
country. All this affects the generally unprotected Christian minority in Pakistan. Jurisdiction over

the federally administered tribadreas (FATA) is limited and distorted. This volatile region bordering

' FAKEFYyA&adlry Aa aGAtf NdHzZ SR FOO2NRAYy3 G2 | O2ftz2y
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Types of Christianity affected

Three types of Christianity in Pakistan exist and are experiencing persecution, since expatriate and
migrant Christians have joined the other types ofi€tianity and do not represent a type of its own

in Pakistan:

9 Historical Christian communitiesThe Roman Catholic and Anglican Church are examples. They
increasingly face hostilities and experience difficulties concerning permission to meet. They are
still able to function as church but have to put up with a stronger control and monitoring.

9 Christian convertsConverts from a Muslim background (MBBs) suffer the brunt of persecution,
on the one hand from radical Islamic groups who see them as apostatésyrathe other by
family, friends and neighbors who see conversion as a shameful act of leaving family and
community ways of life.

1 Nonttraditional protestant churches Evangelicals and Pentecostals have come under closer
scrutiny and are frequently harassend attacked, especially when they are active in spreading
the gospel.

The Christian minority has still a considerable size and this has not changed significantly in the
reporting period. Many Christians who are better off have either left the counlirgady or are
planning to do so. Pockets of stranded Pakistani Christians all over South East Asia seeking asylum in
a variety of countries like Sri LanKdnailandand Malaysia bear witness to this.

Spheres of life and violence

1 Explanation ofpersecution pattern Thepersecution patterror Pakistan presents the scores for
Islamic extremismThe average score over the first five blocks (14.011), showing the pressure on
Christians, increased considerably compared to last year (12.714). The score for the violence
block increased as well and even reached the maximum score: 15.186 (WWL 2Q63§60.
Pressure increased in apheres of liféout the strongest in thechurch spherewhile violence
increased too. This suggests that the level of persecution of Christians and the Church in Pakistan
increased, and that the government in its efforts ¢urb at least certain brands of radical Islam
limits the space for Christians as well. As gegsecution patterrbelow shows, persecution is
strongest in theprivate and national spheresclosely followed by thdamily and community
spheresPressure ithe church spherés not as high but is not far off anymore.
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Persecution pattern
16,667

14,583 13,988 14,063 12,748

14,011

12,674

Private Family Community National Church Violence
Spheres of life

(Please note: The numbers above are Biged to three decimal placehey are not to be read as thousands.)

Private sphere MBBs always have to be very careful in the way they worship, &dlyeif they

are the only believers in their family. Bibles and other Christian materials can be taken away by
family, friends or neighbors€very year hundreds of Christian students who live in University
campuses are punished for conducting private €tam worship.In one example during the
reporting period, a young woman'siite was snatched away from her while other women held
her hair and threatened her witmore violence if she did not convert to Islam. They confiscated
her Bible from her multipldimes. Every time she found another one and brought it home, the
persecution continued till one day they threatened to have her raped. She was not even allowed
to read her Bible in her own room. She was forced to escape and find new accommodation and
alsonew employment. Such cases are common and have been confirmediy other sources

all over Pakistan While house arrest is another form of punishment for privately conducting
worship, a milder form is being put under surveillance. Meeting with others@ms is a special
challenge in these circumstances as on the one hand it is dangerous for converts themselves and
on the other hand it may disclose or endanger a Christian meeting.

Family spherew SIA a0 SNAY 3 2ySQa O2y@SNREAAZ2Y (2 (GKS [/ KNJ
NEIAZGSNBR dadzaf AYeé AT KAa 2N KSNJ FIFGKSNJ g1 & |
the religious affiliation has changed. Once converts are discovereg, fiee the threat of

divorce, will lose their inheritance rights and organizing a baptism, Christian wedding or funeral

can become difficult or even impossible. At the very moment that a convert decides to be
baptizzd he or she iput under particulampressure for baptism is seen as the ultimate form of

rejecting Islam MBBs are either physically attacked and hinderedh®ylslamic community and

their ownfamily or cursed by usinglack magic and potionamulets and other occult pracgs.

Pastorgeady to baptize converthave also ommany occasions been questioned ahdeatened

At school, Christian childreare often not allowed to use the same water fdam as the rest of

WWUEdition2016-02-01 Pagess



WWL 2016; LONG/ERSION OF ALL 50 COUNTRY PERSECUTION DYNAMICS

their classnates as they will defile the water sour@ndthey are often lollied. In one illustrative
SEIFIYLX SEZ || Y2G3KSNJ FNRY a2dziKSNYy tdzy2al éamaéi KI NBR
home with a torn shirt every single day of the term and | could not afford new shirts all the time,

but again and again he was told he wasweeper boy and should clean the school not study

there. Then they would beat him up mercilegslgp

Community sphereAn estimated 700 Christian girls and women are abducted each year, often
raped and then forcefully married to Muslim men from the commity. This involves forced
conversions as well, and if a Christian family is bold enough to challenge the abduction and
YIENNAIFISE GKSe 2Fi4Sy FI0O0S | 00dzal lGAz2ya 2F KI NI &
family. Every year thousands of Christ&aregister complaints with the aional Gouncil of
Churches in Pakistan and other Christian orgaations about the disémination against
Christians in healthcare because any welfare is related directly to the giving of Islamic taxes and
so Christians doot qualify for this. As a result Christians are often put at the back of the queue
for healthcare. Christian children are forcedt aschool to participate in (Islamic) religious
practices and events. They are also constantly under pressure to convestato nd parents

are often visited to pressure theimto sendng their children to Islamic events and teatmem

Aralic on the pretese of bettering their gradesThis confuseshildren and makes them
vulnerable.

National sphere:Pakistan is an Islamic Reblic and the more recent process of Islamization
goes back as far as the 1980s, when Generah#izduced the infamous laws on blasphemy in
1986.Blasphemysoonbecame one of the main issues facing the Christian minority. According to
a press report fom 2010, 801 of the 1,031 people imprisoned under the blasphemy laws were
Muslim (the vast majority of cases most likely affiegislamic minorities). Of the remaining 230
prisoners, 162were Christians, 15wvere Sikh, 28were Buddhist while 25 adherd to other
religions. Or, taken as a percentage: 70.4% were Christians, 6.5% Sikh and 12.2% Buddhist. The
blasphemy laws are all too well known for being used to settle personal scores, make personal
gains or to satisfy grudges neighbours have against eth€hey were brought back to the
memory of the international community when a Christian wom&nown as Asia Bibi, was
accused of blasphemand sentenced to death in 201Ghe washe first woman to be on death

row in PakistanAs the blasphemy laws contia to gain prominence, it becomes increasingly
difficult for courts and government to deal with them as they are highly politicized have
symbolic significancéor Islamic radical groups across the country. This is frequently shown
when politicians or rambers of the civil society taka stand against blasphemy la@ even

dare to call for a changeand end ughreatened or even killed. Alleged blasphemers who have
been acquitted by courtlso facanob violence and possible deatin. most of these casegolice

are either helpless or just watch. In most cases the police even refuse to file a First Information
Report (FIR), which is necessary for starting proceedings wherever religious minorities are
affected. In the reporting period, the murderer of gomer Salman Taseer, killed in 2011 for
YEYAYy3 GKS oflalLKSYe fFga adakKlYSFdzZé¢ |yR F2NJ
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death. If this sentence will indeed be implemented, how the radical groups react will be seen as
an indicator of how strong thislamic radical groups really are.

91 Church sphereAs mentioned above, the score for this sphere saw the highest increase in points
GKAOK A& RdzS G2 Gé2 YIAY FLFLOG2NER® CANBGZEZ Ay i
radicals, all meetings, ihaling those involving Christians, face increasing restrictidithough
Chiistians are allowed to meet oruB8days forworship other gaherings are discouraged by the
government to avoidiacts of terrorisnd, aclaim happily used by local communitias apretext
for hindering Christian activities in general. Christian church buildings frequently resemble
fortresses with high walls and narrow gates. Despite the fact that the state promised to protect
churches with guards, several church attacks with dozénsctims have occurred nonetheless.
Most churches set up local protection services made upchuirch youthand volunteers.
Registréion of a Christian church needs a long proceseagfotiaions. Often officials will want
bribes and refusalto payup delay the process.ndegisteredchurchesare castantly visited by
government officials harassed byradical Muslims and threatened wkitclosure by the local
Islamic authoritiesln the reporting perioda new process of registration has been introduced
which requires churcheso register asNGG as opposed to a religious community. This is risky
for the church as under current laws, N&n be deregistered and expelled from the country.
This puts the whole church at riskpart from the Bible Societyf Pakistan all other Chstian
organisations are strongly discoged from owningprinting presses. Alsothe work of Bible
Society islosely monitoredandeach Bible haa serial number that can be traced and tracked.

1 Violence:Violence against Christians in Pakistan is ubiquitous and increased in the reporting
period. This period started with the killing of a Christian couple, ShahrddShama Masih,
working atKot Radha Kishan Brick Kitm 4 November 2014 by a furious mob and climaxed in a
twin bomb attack on two churchesone Catholic, one Protestagtin Youhanabad, Lahore on 15
March 2015, leaving 25 dead and wounding dozensglitially, reports on eleven other killings
are on file. At least 17 cases are recorded where church buildings and Christian schools were
destroyed and attacked. There have been at least three attacks on Christian neighborhoods,
including the destructiorof 13 Christian homes in Samundri in December 2014, the destruction
of seven Christian homes in Rao Khan Wala/Kasur in January 2015, the attack on Dhoop Sari, a
Christian neighbourhood with 200 families in Lahore in May 2015, causing most of the Christians
to flee. This overt violence conceals the everyday violence against Christian girls and women who
are frequently abducted, raped and forcefully married and converted. Consequently, Pakistan is
the only country getting the maximum score on violence in\terld Watch List, together with
Nigeria.

6. Future outlook
One of the ongoing challenges for Pakistan is the question of how to deal with and how to curb
radical Islamic groups. While the immediate hope after the attack on the Peshawar Army School was
thatthS | N¥eéQa LINRGISOGAZ2Y 2F OSNIFAY NFRAOFf 3INERdz
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including Christianscontinue to pay the price for this approach

Another question the country has struggled with for several years now is how to effectively limit the
infamous blasphemy laws, and how could this be done without provoking an aggressive reaction
from radical Islamic groups.

Finally, he increased tensiobetweenthe Talban and IS increasthe pressure on both groups to
recruit followers and for this, their recruitmentstrategy requires bothgroups to appeamore
Islamic and closer to the heart of Islam than the other. In te#orts to appearmore Isdmic one
strategy hasbeento attack theédhimmi asthey aremost vulnerable tothe ideology ofd LJdzNJB
Islant ®o appeamore klamictherefore means topersecute Christians more and w@laway as
many rights as posd to limit Christiars freedom. This fuels an intrinsic hatred and hostility
toward the Churchin the wider society.
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Somalia z Rank 7

Reporting period: 1 November 20181 October 2015

1. Position on the World Watch List
With a score oB7points, Somalia ranks on the World Watch LisR016 (WWL)Mired ina long civil
war, social fragmentation, tribalismand radicalismonce agairSomalia remains the top ten of the
WWL50. In WWL2015, Somalia ranked &ith 90 points. The score for Somalia remains very high due
to two reasons: i)rl rural Somaliathe federal governmenhasno influenceand Christians can be
targeted by Islamic terrorists andan authoritieswith impunity; ii) In areas wheréhe government
gains more contrglespecially in the urban areastate actors are joining theslamic terrorists and
clan authoritiesin the persecution of Christian¥he reason for the decrease in the score compared
to last year is simply due to the fact that violence decreases as the African Union troops taking control
of the main cities and towns and in a way reduces the number of Christians kille¢hgalzdab (most
of Christians live in cities and towns).

2. Persecution engines
In Somalia, the main persecution engsrere Islamic extremisnand Tribal antagonism. Organized
corruptionand crimeis also present in the country.

1 Islamic extremismThe majority of people in Somalia are Muslim, and no one is expected to be a
Christian. Islamic religious leadexs well as the leaders of-8habaabmaintain publicly that there
is no room for Christianity, Christians, and churches in Somalia. This view is categorically expressed
in the O 2 dzy JohsBt@ién wkkere Islam is afforded the status of state religion, and Christianity is
pushedout of public Ife. The violent nonstate actor,al-Shabaab,s a militant Islami group
subscribing to thaloctrine ofWahhabism and advocating Sharia lawthesbasisfor regulaing all
aspects of life in Somalia. Foreign terrorists in the country have also madettla¢iosi even
worsefor Christiansislamic extremisnis not limited to militants only. Christians also face serious
persecution fromfamily, extended family members and the community at large.

9 Tribal antagonism The social structure underpinning the way which Somalia is governed is
tribal. Clans within this tribal system maintain their massive influence in the new government
system in Somalia. Militants like-8habaab, even though they are not motivated by the tribe and
clan politics, arausing the @n structure to strengthen and deeply entrench their positiortha
Somali society.

1 Organized corruptiorand crime Thisis very much related tthe lawlessness iBomalia. The fact
that the central government is still very weak makes corruption part of daily life in the country.
This exacerbates the already existing delicate situation of ChristibmsTransparency
LYGSNY I GA2YI f @playSerddilistd aethe sdcofRoSsEcountry in the world,
rankng 174 out of 17/ countries Furthermore, militants use illegal trade to finance their
operations.
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3. Context
First of all, it must be emphasized that Somalia has been on the World Watch List sincari993,
almost always among the top ten countri@&e persecution engines active in Somalia are explained
by at leastfour factors.

The first two factors are histort The first is related to the arrival of Islam and Christianity in the
country.In Somak, Islam was already firmly established before the arrival of Christidaigr. énce
colonial interventions by Italy and Britatnok place severe resistance has been triggered against
Christianity The second historial factor has to do with the way #hcountry is currently governed.
{2YF Al Q& {ddJam infbrmaBvéay of §overning Somalidgs very resistant tanodern
government modelsand more robust than the formal state structure. In the process of smoothing
security aad governance and tmyg to maintain relations with the Somali clans, the formal
government has not prioritized civil liberties. They also allow-@htiistian sentiments to exist within
the tribal system. This is clearly reflected in the constitution of Somalia.

The thirdandrelatively new factor is radical IslanBince the downfall of Ziad Barre in 1991, Somalia
has become a safe haven ftslamic radicalisimThis has become more aggressive and intolerant
towards Christians in thecountry. At the juncture of theéhree main persecutionengines, lifefor
MBBsis much more difficuleven compared to countries known for persecuting Christians. Christians
in Somalia would nofast a dayin atrial or evergetthe chance tobe sentencedo alabor camp. A
mere suspicion leaito a rush public beheadinghis should be seen in connection with the attacks
that atShabaab has orchestrated against Christians in Kenya.

The fourth factor is the current regime. The Federal Government of Somalia was established in
August 2012 after tb interim mandate of the Transitional Federal Governinended. Boosted by

the military gains of the African Union forces agains$laabaab, the federal government has started
establishing itself. However, in terms of freedom for Christians, there has heeprogress. The
provisional onstitution limits freedom of religiorand only goes to shoWwow regressivehe situation

in Somalia isk-or instance, under the previous transitionabder, apostasy was not a crinvehereas

now the provisional constitutio explicitlyprohibits apostasy.

4. Types of Christianity affected
Currently, there exist two types of Christianity in Somalia, but only the main-amaverts - is
considered for the persecution analysis.

1 Communities of expatriate or migrant Christian3he pressure and violenca the country has
led to an almost completedfull withdrawal of exptriate Christians. There is allbwshipamong
officers of the African Union Mission (AMISOM) in their base in Mogadishu. There are also
chaplaincy services for ¢hsoldiers and some of the expatriate workers in the capital city, but
these are not considered for the persecution analysis.

1 Converts Muslim Background Believers (MBBs) are the aomdyn type of Christianity left in the
country.Ly (G KS O2 dahtink®rp MMB3SMiibse HduSed of being MBBisave often
been killed on the spot when discovered. Over the reporting period, the situation appears to have
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worsened. Islamic militants intensified their hunt for people who are Christian and in aoposft
leadership.Consequently, Christians have to do everything in their power to keep their faith
secret. They have fellowships in smallupws and are often isolated. lrgth-central Somalia, al
Shabaab has lost control of major towns to the AMISOKMe®. They have made a significant
retreat, and blended into the local communities and are now spending more time spying and
trailing people. AShabaab still has control of the countrysicand the nobile telephone
companies have transmission masts in therritories.

5. Spheres of life and violence

1 Explanation ofpersecution pattern The persecution patterrfor Somaliapresents the scores for
Islamic extremisnand Tribal antagonism The average scorever the first five blocks (16.6§,7
showing the pressure on Christians,eigen higher than last yearl6.497), and is the absolute
maximum score for these block¥he score for the violence block densiderably lower7.037
(WWL 2015) td3.333 This does not mean that the security sitiom has improved. In the first
place it is very hard to get reliable data on violent incidents in Somalia. Secondly, it seems almost
cynical to note that there are hardly enough Christians left to be violent against. As the
persecution patterrbelow showsChristians inSomalia experiete very serious pressure in all
spheres of life The pattern shows thathere is a strong drive tobliterate Christianity from
Somalia,verging towards ethnic cleansing or genoci@®@malia- a country that is a classic
exarlLt S 2F | aFFAESR adF 0S¢ Ay Lidntinies O befa plRck & O2 dzNJ
where Christians face very serious persecution.

Persecution pattern
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Spheres of life
(Please note: The numbers above are Bigpd to three decimal placehey are not to be read as thousands.

9 Private sphere Even in their private life, MBB=nnot live their life as Christians. They have to
hide their conversion to Christianity not only from their extended family and clan members, but
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also from their ownnuclearfamily membersThe (extended family are not onlyunsympathetic
towards Christianity, they also fedreing suspected of being convert®o. They cannot own
Christian materials and the Bible as this might expose them to danger.

Family sphereThis sphere is worst hit in the contexttabal antagonismwhich is scored with the
maximum 16.67 points.nlthis sphere, Christianglo everything to avoid being discoverad a
Christian. Celebrating weddings according to Christian faith or celebrating Christian holidays in a
familyis virtualy impossible. Somali children have to follow mandatorgdrassgIslamic) classes,

and Christian parents find it difficult to teach their children about their Christian faith.

Community sphereThis sphere also scores maximum points for persecutionSamdali Christians

face numerous challenges. For example, Somali Christians have to hide their religion in order to
get access to basic necessities, such as basic social services or education. It is also repatted that
Shabaab members and sympathizersnibar suspected Christians in the country. There is also an
Islamic dressing code that Christians have to abide by.

National sphere At the national level, the life of Christians is also challengirige recent
constitution declared Islanto be the statereligion. Officials at the federal and local level enforce
laws K G € A YA G / KN awhich hafléft CRristiarS Rith Yo oftiSrd o fing
hiding. Those who persecute Christians are doing it with impunity.

Church sphereChurch life izery restrictedand has to remain underground. Christiagegtherin

small community groups and meet in secret across the country. It is reported that the government
has stepped upneasures toinvestigae where Christiansmeet and find outwho isinvolved in
supporting and training Christiaasdreaching out to Muslims.

Violence Somali Christians face faitelated violence from their family, clan, authorities, and
militias. Over the reporting periqdaccess to information about the numbef Christians killed
becameincreasingly difficult, and sonreportsare confusing for example the killing of sixyoung

men atsea inMarch 2015 is not included as the reports contradict each otiseto whether the

men were ChristiansNeverthelessfield researches have been able taeport various cases of
faith-related violence towards Christiarend that ordinary citizens- in collaboration withal-
Shabaab have been involved in the killing of Christialts.February 2015, a Christian man was
sha deadin Bosaso wherdie went for fellowship with other believers. According the local
reports, &Sheikhs suspected that he was propagating Christianity and hired someone to shoot him
while he was driving from the ci# In addition, two security menfor the Christian leader in
Mogadishu vere killed as they were suspected of being Christians too. Furthermore, some
Christians are forced to get married to Muslims against their Alihabaab has already publically
RSOt F NBR GKF G A Gfalty ok NRAGEAD A{l 2/YEIGEEA |15 dESNBIS 20 KA & (& LIS
Somali Christianare fleeingthe country. For example, in the reporting periothore than ten
Christianswere forced to flee the countryln addition, more than ten Christians were forced to
leave their homes and live in hiding in the country.
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6. Future outlook
Somalia has been on the World Watch List since 1993 and will no doubt continue to be listed high up.
In July 2015, the United Nations Security Council adopted Resolui@32 (2015)to extend the
mandate ofthe troops the African UnioifAU)until May 2016. The US has kept conducting airstrikes
against alShabaab, especially against its leaders, which is depleting the leadershihattaab. fe
rise ofthe Islamic state in Iraq an8yrialed to a formation of a faction among-8habaab declaring
allegiance to the Islamic State while the mainstrearSlahbaab remains loyal to-@aida. Legallyhe
constitutioncontinuesi 2 &SS Laftly a (GKS az2ft S MNhidtheSudngay Ay |
as the main source of the law within the countmhe strict implementation of these laws might well
make life even worse for Christians. On the political frantthe past both liberal democracy and
socialism failed to withstand the tomg of tribal @wmpetition for political power,and there is no
guarantee that democracy can triumph this timein the near future.

As it stands, the future outlook could be as follovislamic extremismTribal antagonismand
Organizedcorruption and crimewill continue shaping the way in which Christians in Somalia are
persecuted, and iwill be very difficult to see anyharch life restartingvisibly. AlIShabaab militants
will remain active in the rural areas, which means they wititicme hunting Christians. In the urban
areas, the government will continue to replaceSilabaab in restricting life for Christians.
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Sudanz Rank 8

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the World Watch List
With a score 084 points, Sudan rank® on the World Watch List 2G(WWL) In WWL2015, Sudan
ranked6 with a score oBO0 points. The increase in the score can be explained by two main factors:
the increase in Salafist numbers and influence and thetfattthe Islamist government of -&ashir
has intensified its policy of persecuting Christians, especially in the Nuba region. The trial of two
LI AG2NB Ay GKS NBLRNIAY3I LISNA2R 0 NBdmduded iykKS O2d
Egypt, LibyaChad, Central African Republic, South Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea, and the Red Sea, the
country has never been out of the spotlight due to war and conflicts that have engulfed it for
decades.

2. Persecution engines
Theengines underpinning the persecution dynasin Sudarare Islamic extremisnand Dictatorial
paranoia(blended withislamic extremism

1 Islamic extremismRadical Islam is not new to the Sudkistorically,Islam is very well rooted in
Sudanese societyincluding radical tendencies the 19" century Mahdist Movement is an
example. Theverwhelmingmajority of the population irthe countryis Muslim. Most of them
are Sunni{ KI NAI 16 Aa GKS TF2dzyRIGA2Y haadimed azRI y Qa
enfordng an Islamic regime ithe courtry. Apostasy is criminalized, punishable by the death
penalty, but according to sourcesthe application of harsh punishments also has a very sinister
bent, as it is predominantly imposed on Sudanese who are perceived to banabn and who
come from por socieS 02y 2 YA O 0 IS&4fidsNadPe dgd Wiy dhénumbers and influence
and Hasphemy laws are used courtnyide to persecute and prosecute Christians.

9 Dictatorial paranoia The government of Sudan is one of the most dictatorial regimes in Africa.
On the one hand, the role of the government in private and public life is enormous. On the other
hand,the Sudanese government faces a crisis of existence. The Darfur crisis has continued, the
O2y ¥t A00 G6AGK {dzRIyQa t S2 LX-N§shpws ddSsigh of xeAciinga 2 IS Y
solutions. The government can no longer afford subsidizing some services and doerdsisT
political discontent within the ruling party giresidental-Bashir.Whenever presidentleBashif) a
government faces socieconomic and political challenges, support among the population at
largeis revived byusinginflammatory language against the West. This in turn, has an adverse
effect on Sudanese Christians, the government considered Christiattse agents ofWestern
countries. In short, there seems to be a symbiotic relationship betwskmic extremisnand
Dictatorial paranoiaMoreover, it has become apparent thifipose leading the regime are mainly
radical IslamistsThe ruling National Comgss Party (NCP)herefore, is serving as a means to
strengthenthe Islamic agenda. This implies that the role of the government in the persecution of
Christians is nobnly driven by totalitarian tendencies but radical Islamist sympathsvell
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3. Context
First of all, the persecution of Christians in Sudan is systematic and more reminiscent of a policy of
ethnic cleansingFh 3 G 2 NAOF f f &> LaftlyYy A& RSSLXIeé& SYOSRRSR
though Christianity preceded Islam as a religion inld®uby hundreds of years, Christianity is
perceived to be foreign to Sudanese cultur&udan is one of a few African countries that has
consistently been on the World Watch List since its first launch (for internal research purposes) in
Mddpo ® ¢ KsFankch taylistNas Qeen oscillating mostly between the top ten and the top 20.
This is in line with how reports by other governmental and nongovernmental organizations
characterize the human rights situation and freedom of religion in particular. Xample, Sudan
KFra 0SSy RS&aA3IyFGSR | &/ 2dzyGiNB 2F tF NIGAOdz I NI /
Furthermore, for the past decades there was no rule of lavbudan; press and media laws have
been restrictive, and freedom of expression and relighas been highly curtailed. Yet president al
Bashir and his government showed their power by claiming more than 90% of votes in a landslide
victory in the elections held in April 2015despite grievances among sections of the population
aboutthe countt Qa ¢S {1 SYSR SO02y2YAO LRaAGAZ2Y RdzS (2 (K
{dzRIFy Q& KIFyRaAa® ¢KS YSNHAY3I 2WandiFJosh SadalNks aeatingg SSy |
another dimension to the challenges faced by minorities in the country.

Secondlythe ethniccultural landscape is very diverse and complicated: Arab versus Black, Muslims
versus Christian. The secession of South Sudan did not sesepttoblems This is particularly true

for black Africas, as asignificant numberare Christian and still living in the country. The
government of Sudan is strictly implementing the policy of one religmme culture and one
language Thispolicy has been practiced for many decades and was reiterated by president al
Bashir in 2010 where he declareghara (Islamic law) and Islam will be the main source for the
constitution, Islam the official religion arkrabic the official languagef SudanThus president al

Bashir has continued to put immense pressure on Black Christians remaining in Sudan, especially in
South Kordofan and Blue Nile States. In this regard, the government of Sudan seems to be repeating
the policy it employed in the 1980s ad@90s. During that period, the government of Sudan devised

I adNF GS3e (G2 GRSOAYIGS GKS LIS2LXS 2F GKS bdzol
ddzOK a F22RZ YSRAOFE FOGdSyGdA2ys FyR FRSldzr S &
war in South Sudan and the conflict with SRLAave merged together in the border region of the

two countries. It can be argued thathnic cleansings being perpetrated against Christians here. It

is important to note that Sudan tried its best (but faildd)prevent the secession of South Sada

and now alBashir is using the war between the two main tribes in South Sudan, Nuer and Dinka, to
weaken the country by arming both grougsqually important is the fact thatrgsidental-Bashir

has been using thattacks on Christians to divert attentiawayfrom his arrest warrantssuedby

the International Criminal CourfTlhe US State Department sesignatedSudan adCountry of
Particular Conce(CPC) 2014 for the 18 consecutive year fohaving engageéh or tolerated
particularly severe violations of religious freedognas defined bythe International Religious
Freedom Act (IRFAJn conclusion, thecorrosive connection betweenslamic extremismand
Dictatorial paranoiais making the lives of Christisminbearable.
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4. Types of Christianity affected
Sudanis home toall four categoriesof Christianity The Islamist regime of OmarRashir has made
it clear that the country is a Muslim country and requires a Sharia constitution. This was emphasized
at varbus rallies held by the government to show its defiance to the West. This defiance was
substantiated with severe persecution that has targeted all types of Christianity, especially the
converts.The different types of Christians face different levels amwinis of persecution.

T

Expatriate Christians Even though many expatriates from South Sudan and some Western
countries were forced to leave the country 2013 some are still living in the country under
immense pressurerhey are vulnerable to persecutiptheir churches have faced demolition and
have been denied registrations.

Christians from historical churchesChristians belonging to historical churches sucltCaptic
Orthodox Christiansand Roman Catholic Christiandace persecution from bothlslamic
extremismandDictatorial paranoia

Converts This groupconsists mainly of Muslim Background Believers (MBBs) and they
experience the most pressurdlot only do theyfeel the pressure of persecution in the spheres
of the nationalandchurch life but alsoin severe form irtheir community, familyand private life.
Non-traditional protestants. Sudanese who belong to variousontraditional protestant
denominations also face persecution frdatamic extremismand the authoritarian regime.

5. Spheres of life and violence
1 Explanation ofpersecution jttern: The persecution patterrfor Sudanpresents the scores for

Islamic extremisnand Dictatorial paranoiablended withlslamic extremisim The average score
over the first five blockslé.052, showing thepressure on Christians, éensiderablyhigher than

last year 13.049. The score for the violence blockl@sver. going down from 15.18¢WWL
2015) t013.519 It is very difficult to get data on killings, churches attacked and other forms of
violence agaist Christians in Sudan, especially in the Nuba redibe. increase in pressure on
Christians is in four of the fiv@pheres of lifdut highest in thenationaland church spheresThis
suggestsa deteriorated persecution landscapbat is also very viold. As the persecution
pattern below shows, persecution is highest in ttieurch sphergefollowed by theprivate sphere
while the otherspheres of lifare only slightly lower. MBBs face the worst form of persecution
almost in all aspects: from home toemational level.
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Persecution pattern

16 - 14,844
14,205 13,691 13,867 ’
14 - ) 13,651 14,052 13’519
© 12
£
S 10 -
S g
()
o]
E 6 -
=
4 -
2 4
O T T
Private Family Community National Church Violence

Spheres of life

(Please note: The numbers above are ligpd to three decimal placeShey are not to be read as thousands.)

9 Private sphere Christians in the country always face persecution in their private Tifés is
especially severe for convert¥he law punishes conversion from Islam to another religion by
death; therefore,for MBBs,there is no room for expregsy their Christianfaith in whatever
form. Displaying Christiaimages is impossible as it atttacdanger.Both nuclear and extended
family members are also behind persecution for converts.

1 Family sphereThis is anothesphere of lifawhere converts suffer the most. Thegistration or
celebration ofa Christian wedding is nearly impossilite al types of Christiandf this involves
an MBB, itevenOl NNA Sa 3INI S RIFy3ISNY | yRSNI 6KS 3I2FSNYy
Muslim men may marry Christian or Jewish women, but a Muslim woman cannot marry-a non
Muslim man unless he converts to Islaffor MBBsthe problem evenextendsto funerak as
deceasedViBBsare often buried according tolslamic rites in Muslim cemeteries, even though
Christian and Muslim cemeteries are separate.

f Community spherePublic order laws, based largely on the gove®y G Qa &G NR OG Ay G SN
Islamic law, are in force in Khartoum State and protdinitlecent dresS &léy R 2diféagedNI d
2F K2y2NE NBLzil GA2yS |yR LlzftAO0 Y2NakAde d¢
monitored by Muslim religious leaderand politicians. In such situations, Christiangd fit
difficult to carry outtheir daily activities.

1 National sphere At the national level, Christians are regarded as seatass citizensThe
official laws and policies of the government and the mildational Congress Party (NCP) favor
Islam. Presidenal-Bashir and other senior leaders assertibdt the country should adopt an
Islamic constitutiorwhich strengthers Islamic/Sharia law. The other laws also limit freedom of
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religionin their additionalclaw-back clausesThe regime consolidated its power by winning the
2015 elections with more than 93% votes.

9 Church sphereThe high score for thisphere of lifés explaired by the waygovernment policy is
dictated by antiChristian inclinatiosin issues concerningeligion. Church life is very restricted.
A field researchereported that the Sudanese government increasingly interfered in the internal
running of religious institutions. Due to rules of the Ministry of Guidance and Religious
Endownent, pastorshave felt forced to censor themselves and curtail their activities. The
researcheralso mentioned that the government restricted foreigners from entering the country
expressly for Christian missionary work. Furthermore, security focegsstop any Christian
worship/prayer meetings, and even confiscate Bibles, documents, and computers.

i1 Violence Violence mostly takes two forms, collective and individual.
The collective variant: This occurs in the formildiscriminate attack against groups of
Christians in different parts of the counti@hurches, schools aspitals- particularlyin South
Kordofan and Blue Nile State have been under continuous attack, causing dea8isce 2012
more than 4000 bombs were dropped on civilian targetdliba.ln 2015, he governmenmade
aseres2¥ GdFO01a Ay Ad&a o0AR (2 YIFI1S (GK®North5SOAaA
effective.

The individual form of violence: The government has been targeting Christians and prosecuting
them under the guiseof implementingapostasy and blasphenigws. The government has also
been monitoring the movements of individual Christians simply because they are Christians.
pastors, Pastor Ydwlichael and Pastor Peter Reith were charged and tried for seven different
crimes, including conspiracy and espionage, but were later deemed innocent by the court after
constant pressure from the international community. The dressing code is being impkanen
selectively. In June and July 2015 the Morality Police arrested and tried 12 young female
Christian students. The Morality Police arrested the students, originally from the Nuba
Mountains, to implement dress code as provided by Sharia law. The goverrats® keeps
demolishing churches in the country. For example, in October 2015 two churches were
destroyed in separate incidents. False reasons were given for this action, for instance: the
authorities demolished a church belonging to the Evangelicdddrah Church of Sudan (LCS) in
Omdurman, citing rRS @St 2 LIYSYy i NBIl dZANBYSydas FFFGESNI FANRBRI
notice.

6. Future outlook
The Islamist government of -Blashir, known for its poor record in human rights, has continued
violating the rghts of Christians in the country. As mentioned above, Sudan has been on the World
Watch List ranking in the top ten and top &6 the past 23 years. It has also been on the US State
5SLI NIYSydQa fAald 2F &/ 2dzy (G NR Sit@ry i the imteddatior@ldzt | NJ /
community, which did influence the Islamist regime into releasing some Christians on trial because
of their faith, has not however brought any change to the general behavior of the regime towards
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Christians. The looting and dasction of churches, hospitals and schools have become the order of

the day, especially in the Nuba Mountains region. Despite the fact that presid&atsair faces two
AYGSNYFGA2Y I f FNNBad 6FNNFryGas GKS AgditStNg/ I GA 2y |
troubles in newly established South Sudan and the outbreak of civil war there among the two main

rival ethnic groups. More importantlyslamic extremispwhich partly expresses itself \ictatorial

paranoia is increasing as the governmental. | A KANJ O2y GAydzSa (2 F2ftf2¢0
GSNBEdza GKSYé o

Based on past trends and the existing situations the following is likely to happen: 1) The government
of Sudan will continue arresting, harassing and expelling Christians. 2) Buildirgnavating
churches or getting permission to assemble will remain very difficult. 3) The government of Sudan
will in all likelihood continue targeting the Nuba Christians indiscriminately. 4) Radical Islam in the
country will continue to grow, and Chriahs will face the brunt of it. 5) Persecuting and prosecuting
MBBs will continue.
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lIran z Rank 9

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the W orld Watch List
With a score of 83, Iran ranks 9 on the World Watch20416. Last year on W\M2015, Iran ranked
7 with a score of 80 points. The reason why Iran moves down two positions in spite of its rise in
score is the increase in points of other countries in the Top Ten. The trend of closing down almost alll
churches whih have services in Farsi has continued. As a consequence, many churches have gone
underground. At least 108 Christians were arrested and or imprisoned for their faith, an increase
compared to last yeaiThere seems to be a connection between churchesggaimerground and a
rise in the number of Christians arrested.

2. Persecution engines
The persecution engines active in Iran &kamic extremisnimain enging, and to a lesser extent
Dictatorial paranoia and Organized arruption and crime. Dictatorial paranoia is blended with
Islamic extremism

1 Islamic extremism Shia Islam is the official religion and all laws must be consistent with the
official interpretation of Sharia law. The most important drivers of persecution against Christians are
governmentofficials, norChristian religious leaders, fanatical movensand revolutionaries or
paramilitary groups. According to the Iranian state, only Armenians and Assyrians can be Christian.
In their view, ¢hnic Persians are by definition Muslim, and theref@thnic Persian Christians are
considered apostates. This makes almost all Christian activity illegal, especially when it ott@irs in
Persian language be it evangelism Bible training, publishing Scripture and Christian books or
preaching in Farsi.

1 Dictatorial paranoia: This zeal to maintaipower is blended withislamic extremismThe values
of the Islamic Revolution of 1979 are to be protected above all.

9 Organized corruption andrame: Imprisoned Christiang especially convertscan be offereda

be released on bail. Often this concerns high amounts of magmeportedly varying between 2.000

and 200.000 dollars, forcing the Christians involved or their family members to mortgage their
homes. After their release these Christians can be pressréshve the country, which they often

do.

3. Context
In the Islamic Revolution of 1979 the Shah was removed and Iran was changed into an Islamic
Republic. Shia Islamic clerics took political control, today headed by Supreme Bgatigtah Ali
Khamenei. During his reign, the Shah had started a progsamoderniation and Western
influences entered the countryOn the other hand, idsidents were heavily oppressed. As a result,
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the Shah lost the support of powerful religious, polii and popular forces paving the way for an
overthrow.

Ly GKS @GASs 2F LNIryQa OdaNNByid fSIFIRSNEZ SELI yRAY
means of continuing the revolution. Particularly in Irag, Shia Islam has regained infeiroethe
demise of Saddam Husseamd the upsurge of Islamic State in large parts of the coumthich
Shiite Iranian militias are fighting on the ground. These developments giaer Iran a greater
influence as a regional power, contrary to the intentionstted United States in the Middle East.
Christianity is also considered a condemnable Western influandeonstantthreat to the Islamic
identity of the RepublicThis isespeciallythe caseas Christiannumbers are growing and allegedly
even children ofpolitical and spiritual leaders are leaving Islam for Christianity. Apart from
Christians, the rights of other religious minorities llavs, Bahai's, Zoroastrians, Dervish and Sunni
Muslimsare violated as well. Particularly religions that are not re¢oggh in the constitution, like
Bahai, are affected.

Types of Christianity affected
Three types of Christianity in Iran exist and are experiencing persecution:

9 Historical Christian communitiediistorical ethnic Christian minorities such as the Arrmerand
Assyrian Christians are allowed to preach to fellow countrymen in their own language, but it is
forbidden to minister to people with a Muslim background (speaking Farsi). Although formally
recognized and protected by law, they are treated as seadass citizens and have reported
imprisonment, physical abuse, harassment and discrimination when reaching out to Muslims.

9 Christian convertsfrom a Muslim background (or Muslim Background BelieveMBBs) are
estimated to be the largest group in Iran aegperience the most persecutio@onverts from
Islam to Christianity are considered apostates. Conversion from Islam carries thepaeaitly
for men, and lifdong imprisonment for women in lran.

1 Nontraditional protestant churches: Christians from ewagelical and pentecostal communities,
especially those who evangelize Muslims or who are considered Muslims themselves (second
generation converts), are the second main group to experience persecutiontraditional
Christians often have an Armenian, ysan (or other traditional) or Muslim background. Others
are second or third generation MBBs (their parents or grandparents were MBBS).

Spheres of life and violence

1 Explanation ofpersecution pattern The persecution patterrfor Iran presents the scores for
Islamic extremism(blended with Dictatorial paranoiy The average score over the first five
blocks 14.822), showing the pressure on Christians, is higher than last (&a817. The score
for the violence block i®wer but stil hight 10.000(WWL 2015) t®.260. The higher score for
pressure is partly due to the decision of the WWL team to reduce the number of types of
Christianity from four to three (ndonger counting expatriate Christians dlsey areradically
isolated from oher Christians in the country). Partly it is due to a further increase of pressure on
Christians in the countnAs thepersecution patterioelow shows, persecution is strongest in the
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church sphereBut all five spheres have high scor8Bs and Christhs who are ministering to
Muslims are experiencing most persecution including violence.

Persecution pattern
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(Please note: The numbers above are liged to three decimal placeShey are not to be read as thousands.)

Private sphere:Converts from Islam to @htianity cannot openly practie their faith. Any
impression to those around them that they may be Christians can have serious conseqlfences.
they are the only believers in their family, they have to be very careful in the way they worship.
For all types of Christnity, t can be dangerousto possessChristian materials irFarsic
especially if it concerns significant quantities as this would suggest they are for distribution to
Muslimbackground IraniansHistoric Christian communities can have their Christiaatemals

in their language (Armenian or Assyrian) without fear.

Family sphereFor a Muslim family, it is a great disgrace when one of its members leaves Islam.
In the case of inheritances and custody of childremivorces, Christians are often dischirated
againstif family members are Muslimén school, childremf MBBsare considered Muslimand

are obliged to attend Islamic classedowever, in possecondary ducation all types of
Christiansareforced to take Islamic courses

Community sphereAll Christians in Iran are more or less put under pressure to renounce their
faith as a result of discriminatioMBBs are considerednclean especially in villages and rural
areas and in conservative cities in the north. Islamic people should not shaids haith
Christians, touch them or eat their foodVIBBs can also experience harassment and
discrimination in their workplace if their new faith is known.
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f National spherel y& adzZifAY ¢gK2 Sl @Sa Latly FF0Sa (GKS

those reaching out to converts and even webtabliqied Christian denominations aret safe
from harassmenif they are active in ministering to Muslimgheir members are questioned,
arrested and put in jail and beaten. Many church services are monitorelebsetcret police.

1 Church sphereThe governmenhasintensified its campaign to remove Baspeaking Christians
from the country In the past 5 years at least 8 churches have been shut down or forced to cancel
their church services in Farsi. Their leaders were also often arreStedches are not allowed to
accept new membersvith a Muslim backgroun@nd their current members are ag. Severe
surveillance on househurches leads to increasing fear among those attendixgangelism,
Bible training andhe publishing and importing Bibles in Farsi are all illegal.

1 Violence: At the end of the current reporting period there were at $d.08 Christians arrested
and or imprisoned for their faith, which is another increase compared to last Yéare seems
to be a connection between churches going underground and the rise in the number of
Christians arrestedzspecially the methods ofterrogations in jail are harsh ar@hn be sexually
abusive. h several cases Christians were seriously physically and mentally abedhan ten
housechurches were raided and several church members arrested. Many Christians continue to
hide incountryor flee abroad as a result of persecution.

Future outlook

For Iran, the nuclear deal witlthe six major world powers is one of the most significant
developments of the past year. AccordingThe Economist, this development ism@aajor turning

point for the economyand for Iran's engagement with the international systeinan could become

a trading partner for many Western countries and will emerge from its isolation. This is then likely
to lead to a richer and stronger Iran, whose influence in the region will grow further. This could
work out positively in the battle against Islamic State, whom lIran is already fighting in Irag. On the
other hand a stronger Iran is also liable to increasecls ofsectarianismand higher levels of
escalating violence between Sunnis and Shiites in the region. IrdrSandi Arabia are already

TI¢
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goes as far as Lebanon and allegedly Bahrain. Therefore, instability could increase in the entire

region.

On a domestic level, will an improved economic situation and less isolated position also benefit the

aAldzZ GA2y 2F LNIyQa / KNAndldtes intg & bettel fihandiaKsBuatiorhof G A y 3

the entire population, Christians are obvioubkely to benefit from this as well. However, according
to BBC Persian business reporfenir Paivay hardliners within Iran fear that improved relations with
the USA will endanger the values of the Islamic Revolution of 1979, \étuct86 years has
revolved around fightingithe Great Satah and strictly imposing religious values on people's
everydayive<. It is likely that the popularity gfresident Rouhani and his government will rise as a
result of the nuclear deal and hardliners will try doounter this on the domestic front by actively
blocking any attempts to implement social and politicalorefé. Also,da crackdown on media,
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human rights and political activists would send a clear message to Iranians that striking a nuclear
deal does not mean an end to revolutionary vakies

A similar development happenednder reformist president Mohammad Ktami (who was in

charge of the government from 1997 to 2005) when more openness and interaction was promised

with countries in the West. In reality, this meant a clamp down on civil activists and journalists. Also,

when more interactions with the wider whil are possible, security services are also likely to
Y2YAG2N) 6KSaS Y2NB AyGaSyargSteod ¢KA&A O2dZ R YSIy
would be more closely watched especially for contacts with Westerrelgionists. In short, the

nuclear deal may sound like good news but for Christians it is not likdlsirtg any improvementg

rather the contrary.
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Libya z Rank 10

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the W orld Watch List 2016
On the World Watch LigfWWL)2016, Libyaanks 10 and scoreg9 points, three more than on
WWL2015when the country scored 76 and ranked. Tesituation forChristians had already been
extremely difficult, and hasow deteriorated, making Libya part ¢fie top 10 for the first time.
Within a persistent context of anarchy and absence of the rule of law, Chrigtibaoth nationals
and foreigners; are squeezed between fanatical religious groups and criminal gangs. Levels of fear
among Christians were alady high last year; this year violence has increased even more. This has
been exacerbated by theonsequences of thdownfall of Gaddaf® dictatorial regime and the fall
of the state into sectarian and impotent government hands.

2. Persecution engines
The ersecution engingaffecting Christians in Libya alglamic extremisnandto a lesser extent
Organized corruption and crinfelended withislamic extremism

1 Islamic extremism This engine manifests itself in different waysbya has aleeply Islamic
culture in which converts to Christianity face huge pressure from their family members and
community.FollowingGaddafda R2 gy T € X | O groupsSiackiding Falafisis RA O f
and other jihadists, have free play in the country and have gaimeréasing support.

9 Organized corruption and crimeThisis a secondary persecution engine in Liblae fact that
corruption is so rifealso contributes tgerpetuating the lack of rule of law and impunity the
country. This engine is blended witklamic extremism

3. Context
Libya is still trying to recover from the popular revolution and fierce civil war, which lasted from
February to October 2011, against Colonel Muam@addafiwho had ruled for over 40 years.
Following the civil war Libya was govedney the National Transitional Council (NTC) which was an
umbrella organization of militias, and ethnic and political movements that had fought against
DFRRIFFAQA NMzZ So

At present, Libya is administered by an elected-péBson General National CongresN@@, which

is a transitional government that has been in power since October 2012. Currently, there is no single
party or militia that dominates Libya, thus forcing a process of politics by consensus in the country.
The GN@®@nly haspower inparts of the ountry (in other parts of the country another group is in
power). There are ongoing peace talks between these groups.

Now the influence of Islamic State is growing in the country. The prevalence of militias throughout
0KS O2dzyGNE A& | aAdy 2F [Aoeély az20AaSteqa f1I 0]
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of the brutal policies of the authoritarian state der MuammarGaddafi The dependence of Libyan

society on militia forces, and the pseudtdegration of these forces as paramilitary units attached

G2 I aylraAaz2ylrté [Adoely RSTSyOS T2NDOS 6gA0GK &l f
protecting civiliberties, such as the freedom of religion, very difficult in some areas of the country.

Since the end of th&addafigovernment, Christians in Libya, being the most numerous and active
non-Muslim religious group, have been the target of intimidation caigps, arrests and
assassinations by conservative, militant Sunni Muslim organizations. The influence of groups related
to Islamic State, who have been responsible for beheadings and other cruelties, is also growing.
Over the last years, hundreds of Chidss are reported to have been abducted by paramilitary
groups and imprisoned. Coptic churches have also come under attack.

LY FTRRAGAZ2Y (G2 [Ao0elQa 2y3I2Ay3a aSOdiNRARGE OKIftfSy
reintegration of local militiashroughout the country, it also faces increasingly complex difficulties

related to the smuggling of people and weapons into and out of its territory. A report by Amnesty
International released on 10 May 2015 describes gld@anced state of lawlessnesswhich Libya

has been trapped, citing numerous incidents of abductions, torture, sexual violence and
discrimination by traffickers, smugglers and organized criminal groups. The repxificaly

KAIKE AIKGAa GKS LINBOFNAR2dza aAddza GAzy 2F NBfAIA2
migrants and refugees are persecuted and are at highest risk of abuse from armed groups that seek

to enforce their own interpretation of Islamit 16 @ €

Types of Christianity affected

Two types of Christianity are present in Libya: migrant workers in the country, most of them coming
from SubSaharan Africa and some from Egypt, and a very small group of Libyan nationals (who are
all converts from IslarMuslim Background Believers, MBBs):

1 Communities of expatriate or migrant Christian€hristian migrant workers are allowed to have
their own churches, but Libyans are not allowed to atteddder the despotic rule of Muammar
Gaddafj the situation forChristians in Libya was already extremely harsh. Expatriate or migrant
Christians, who are mostly temporary workers from neighboring African countries, enjoyed some
freedom. Black and neArab Africans faced double persecution: persecution based on rate an
persecution based on religion.

9 Christian convertdrom a Muslim background (MBBslibyan nationals who are Christians keep
their faith secret. Churches for Libyans are forbidden. The number of LM§&®sis very low,
but with the appearance of Chriath programs on satellite TV and Christian websites in Arabic,
the interest inthe Christian faith has been increasing. As in most Muslim countries, converting
from Islam brings social pressuidBBsare always at risk from their families; there were some
reported cases of beatings by family members. Most Libyan Christians are afraid to meet with
other believers, as any kind of religious gathering (other than Islamic) is forbiddkibyans.
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5. Spheres of life and violence

9 Explanation of persecution p#ern: The persecution patterrfor Libyapresents the scores for
Islamic extremisngblended withOrganized corruption and crijmelrhe average score over the
five blocks (13.872), showing the pressure on Christians, is slightly higher than last year)(13.356
tKS @OA2fSyOS a02NB AYyONBIl aSR T NiEeecytiansityation t | & {
varies little with respect to last yeabut there has been an increase in tbemmunity national
and church spheresalso the score foviolenceincreased. This suggests a volatile persecution
situation. As thepersecution pattermbelow shows, the pressure is rather homogeneous but with
minor peaks for therivateandchurch spheres

Persecution pattern
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(Please note: The numbers above are ligpd to three decimigplacesThey are not to be read as thousands.)

9 Private sphere MBBs experienceejection by family members in this very conservative society
Because of the oppression caused by the intolerance of the society and the relatives, Libyan
Christians hardly dare to inform others about their faith. Many of them are (considering) fleeing
their homeland.

1 Family sphereOne of the problemdviBBsare faéng ishow to find a partner to marryThe
country adheres to traditional Islamic law which states that a-Marslim man must convert to
marry a Muslim woman. Islamists in Libya hdexome so radical, that even Sufis are being
persecuted.

1 Community sphes: Because of the weak central government, a great number of militias, with
both religious and nomeligious agendas, operate with impunity in the country. These militias
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target the most vulnerable groups, including Christians. Their presence creatdasire ailfear
which restricts the freedoms of Christians.

1 National sphereDuringGaddafk reign the main source of persecution was the government and
its secret services. Now, Islamadical movements such as Islamic State and the Salafists are
responsible for most of the pressure and violence against Christians, in a country with an
impotent central government and where rule of law is absent. To some extent, criminal gangs
are also esponsible for pressure on Christians.

9 Church sphereNormal church life is hardly possible for Libyan nationals. Migrant workers can
gather in churches, but are also faced with important security risks. To bring in Christian
literature and bibles in Arab remains strictly forbidden. This is another factor that suppresses
the growth of the indigenous Church. The proselytizing of Muslims and missionary activity is
officially prohibited in the country.

1 Violence: In this reporting period, three major viaie incidents of persecution occurred, which
are all part of a structural pattern of kidnapping and murdering of Christian migrants: in June
2015, 86 Eritrean migrants (some reports mention 88), fleeing political repression in their home
country, were kidnpped by militants from Islamic State in Libya in June 2015; in April, a similar
incident occurred in which 79 Ethiopian and Eritrean refugees were also kidnapped and more
than thirty of them cruelly killed; in February 2015 21 mainly Egyptian Coptic i@hnstgrant
workers were murdered by jihadists affiliated to the Islamic State.

6. Future outlook

1. Due tothe continuing prominence of local militias, including militant Salafist miliaas, the
weak/y Saa 27T {dérfiral goRedayhéntCRritiAncannotexpect heir situation to improve
and widespread impunity for crimes committed against Christians is likely to continue. For the
foreseeable future, Libyan authorities will need to a) confront the power of the various militia
groups; b) encourage diversified economy from revenue derived from the oil industry that also
enhances job prospecter the youth; c) continue to nurture a democratic transition which gives
the state authority; and d) engage with its neighbors and concerned global actonsprovie
trans-Sahara security. None of these tasks are simple, and will most likely not be accomplished
without the engagement of the international community in Libya.

2. Leadersof state securityin the area of Benghazi have made statements that could beidered
incendiary towards Christians. Hussein bin Hmeid, a Preventative Security Apparatus commander
Ay . SY3aKITAZ aaSNISR (KI G AbdubSalam Badgathi, & fordien n /&> a
Ansar alShariah member and one of the commanders of thevEBngative Security Apparatus in
Benghazi, has also made statements that could be interpreted as a threat against Christians in the
area. While he maintains that he will ordbis local forces to protect Christian churches in and
around BenghazBargathialso asserts that Christians in Libya could easily be considered to be a
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threat to national security, and ominously warned that Christians should not rebuild destroyed
churches or do anything that could be misinterpreted as proselytizing.

3. Theviolent incicents involving the kidnapping and murder of Christian migralearty show the
strength and visibility of radical Islamic groujscluding Islamic Statén a country drifting into
absolute lawlessness. With these incidents, radical Muslims, partictitedye affiliated to Islamic
{GFGST INB® IAGAYy3I | Ot SINIYSaalasSy a[Aoel Aa |
LJ&a GKNRBAAK Adodé LG R2SayQid S@Sy YIFGGSN gKSi
economic migrants; all Chriatis ae singled out as targets. Given the structural context of
impunity in which jihadist groups thrive, this situation is not expected to change in the near future.

4, Sub{ I KI NIy YAIANIyda INBE GKS YI 22 NAHewil é@inué KS 02 d

to be at risk of being the target of religiotsased attacks by local militias, and lyften
unemployed Libyans seeking a scapegoat to vent their frustrations.
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Yemen z Rank 11

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the W orld Watch List
Yemen ranks 11 in the World Watch List (WWL) 2016, with a score of 78 gdivespoints more
than last year. The pressure Christians experience in Yemen is comparable to that in Saudi Arabia
and has specifically increaas a result of the civil war in the country and the rising influence of
radical Muslims. \Werever the Saudiled codition forces have dominated or freed aredscal
Christians wereonsequently oftertargetedby radical Sunnis

2. Persecution engines
Thele are several persecution engines active in Yent®lamic extremisnand Tribal antagonism
(blended with Islamic extremismnare the main persecutn engines, and to a less extent
Organized corruption and crime

1 Islamic extremism The constitution declares that Islam is the state religion and Sharia is the
source of all legislation. There is some religious freedom for foreigners but proselytization or
evangelism is prohibited. Several expatriate workers have been deported for Christian
proselytizing activies. Muslims are forbidden to convert to another religion. Yemenis who leave
Islam may face the death penalty.t f YIF 22NJ NBf A3A2dza | dziK2NRGASa
Islamic identity and resist and warn against any attempts to infringe upon this. The more
extreme religious leaders also encourage violence against Christians.

9 Tribal antagonism The Yemeniribal society remains very strong, and the government is a
secondary institution to the traditional ways of tribal governance. As such, there are many areas
in Yemen, where tribal elders enforce law and justice according to their-lsdesed traditions
regardless of what the nationabnstitution or government says. Moreover, the government is
not likely to intervene in intertribal conflicts, even if tribes are physically harming or imprisoning
members. Tribal law and custom prohibit members of the trfifleen leaving the tribe or, in the
case of women, marrying out of the tribe, especially to a Chrispanishment for disobedience
can bedeath or banishmentOne political analyssumda  dzLJ ( KS & Aslanizisiah 2y 6 S
overarching identity of all of th&ibes in Yemen, and it is the tribe that often delivers retributive
W2dzadA0SQ TANMSIKARS t SKBDSYL&E L | YE

9 Organized corruption and crimeThis engine tries to create a climate of impunity, anarchy and
corruption as a means for sedhrichmen. Expatriate Christians in Yemen aespecially
vulnerable to these criminal offencesuch askidnapping for ransom. In such castwe
/| KNAAGALF yQa LISNOSAGSR FAYlFIYyOALl ail Gddza FyR KA
lawlessness of the ciwilar, this engine now has more space to develop.
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3. Context
Yemen is a relatively youmgtion: traditional North Yemen and communist South Yemen merged in
1990 after years ofighting. However the separatist movement in the South is quite strong and
continues toclaim independence. Since the ousting of former president Ali Abdullah Saleh in 2012,
Yemen has seen political turmoil and sporadic violence. In the power vacuum, militants and;rebels
including Al Qaeda affiliated groupsre fighting to gan control of territory. In September 2014,
protests by a Shiite insurgent group known as the Huthis degenerated into fighting with rival forces
AyOfdzZRAY3 ,SYSyQa YIAYy {dzyyA NIRAOFf LatlFYAO LI
Ol LJAdirport i Sanaa including crucial ministries and succeeded in dominating the north of the
country. In March 2015, they forced president Abd Rabbuh Mansour Hadi and his government into
exile in Saudi Arabia. In July 2015, forces loyal to the governmensantiern militias regained
control of Aden, backed by the troops and airstrikes of the Skaadicoalition, which started in
March. In the meantime, the influence of Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) appears to be
growing further as it recently exgmded its territorial control in Southern Yemen. Islamic State
affiliated groups are also present in the war tarountry and have started attacking both Shiite and
government related targets since March. AccordingAtdvionitor, éamid the spread of extremism
engendered by the conflict between the Houthis and the central government, IS is becoming the
main adversary for both the Houthis amdtQaeda in the Arabian Peninsuda! v | Meandwhile,
Yemen is facing a dire humanitarian crigigproximately 80 per cent of thpopulation of this
poorest country o the Arabian Peninsula is in need of some form of humanitarian assistance.
Almost half of the populatiom approximately 13 million is food insecureand 54 per cent of the
population lives below the officigdoverty line According to figures dNICEF1.2 million children
are@ dzZF FSNAY3I | OdziS YIfydziNARGAZ2Y YR pnnZnnn F NB
crisis one of the worst in the workl.

4. Types of Christian ity affected
In Yemen, the following two types of Christianity are present and affected by persecution:

1 Expatriate or migrant ChristiansMost Christians in Yemen are expatriate foreign workewsr(
North Africa, theWest South and East Asiar Arab countries) or refugees (mainly Ethiopian).
Nearly all Christians are Roman Catholics or Anglicans (soen®rthodox in the case of
Ethiopian refugees)lLarge numbers of mostly Western expates have left the country for
security reasons as a result of thieil war.

1 Christian convertgrom a Muslim backgroundMuslim Background Believers, MBBdBBsface
persecution to a severe degrend effectively need to live their faith in secret. Theyface
persecution from authorities (including detention), famidnd radical Islamic groups who
threaten apostates with death if they do notaenvert. The number of local MBBs is estimated
at just a few hundred.

All Christians in the country face extreme persecution from Islam. As most Christians are foreigners,
they are particularly susceptible to persecution since they are not onlyMaslims, but often seen
as outside encroachers on the national and tribal identityQAéda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)
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is active in the country and is an dristial threat to ary Christianliving in the countryThe group
has killed, kidnapped, and attacked Christians on numerous occasions.

Spheres of life and violence

1 Explanation of persecution patternThe persecution patterrfor Yemenpresents the scores for
Islamic extremisnfblended withTribal antagonism The average scorever the first five blocks
(14.600Q, showing the pressure on Christians, is higher than last yda®45. The score for the
violence block isonsiderablyhigher, going up fron2.037(WWL 2015) t®.371 This suggesta
volatile persecution situation which corresponds to the current chaotic and lawless situation of
civil war in Yemen. As thpersecution pattermbelow shows, the scores for pressure are very high
especially in theprivate and church sphere MBBsare the most severely affected, but for all
Christians life is difficult.

Persecution pattern
16,059

’ ; 13,998 ’
13, 65 '600

H
N
Il

6 - 5,371

Number of points

Private Family Community National Church Violence
Spheres of life

(Please note: The numbers above are Rigpd to three decimal placeShey are not to be read as thousands.)

1 Private sphere MBBs cannot openly practice their faith. Any impression to those around them
that they may be Christians can have serious consequences.riaip&tristianshave relatively
more freedom to practice their faittprivately, but private worship has becomesky for
Christians in areas controlled by radical Muslims. Al Qaeda controls large parts of the country.

 Family sphere! £ f | SYSyYy A Qa | NBFor@awisin REINE R a gramidisgracer @
when one of its members leaves IslaMBBs run the great risk of honor killing or physical
violence if their families or communities discover their faith. Open Christian weddings cannot be
celebrated in Yemen and MBBs must marry under Islamic rite. MBBs cannot have their children
registered agChristiansIn school, children of MBBs are obliged to attend Islamic clabséise
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case of custody of children in divorces, Christians are likely to be excluded if family members are
Muslims.

Community sphereAll Christians are implicitly threatendxy the Islamic society in Yemen, and

in particular by AQAP. This naturally deters Christians making their rekgoawn in public in

any way. Since conversion afficially considered to bdllegal, MBBs areforced by the local
Islamic community to reportheir conversiorto the authorities. MBB women are still considered
Muslims and are expected to wear the veil, for example. They also run the risk of being forced
into marriage or house arrest if their new faith is discovereatriate women caralsoface
negative consequences they are not veiled, such as harassment, especially in smaller towns.

National sphere Conversiorfrom Islam to Christianity is forbidden bglamand bystate law.
MBBs may face the death penalty (though generally not implemented) if their new faith is
discovered. Until the outbreak of civil war, expatriate and migrant Christians faced problems in
this national spherdf they were activdy involvedin proselytzing Muslims, which could lead to
imprisonment and deportation. However, as the authoritlesve beenfocusing their attention

on political events during the past year, oppresshas mostly been felt comingfrom Islamic
radicalswho havehad morefreedom to operate in. Thisinsecurity caused by radical Islamic
movements makes Yemen very unstable. Christiamduding expatriate Christianate believed

to be under surveillancéy radical Muslimsand can also become a specific target for these
radical Islanic groups.

Muslims have more rights than followers of other religio@arrently Christians are suffering
especially from lawlessness in the country, and from Shiite rebels or Al Qaeda affiliated groups
that are in control of large parts in the country.

Church sphereApart from Aden, churches are forbidden in Yemen. Most of the four official
churches in this city, which servexkpariate Christians or refugees (mainly Ethiopiah@ve

been damaged as a result of the civil war and there are no functioning churches left. Therefore,
migrant Christians mostly gather for worship in private accommodatitdBs are not allowed

to have their own gatherings, so they meet in secret locati®eselytism of Muslims is illegal;
Bible training, publishing and importing Bibles (including other Christian materials) in Arabic are
next to impossible.

Violence:Specific antChristian violence against convemss carried out byamily, Sunni and

to a lesser extent Shia rebels oradicals Two indigenous Christians were killed for faith related
reasons. Several MBBs have had to go into hidisapumtry or everto flee the country. At least

three churches have been damaged by bombs or otherd@seaged in the civil war. It is hard to
discern to what extent this damage is collateral damage or religiously motivated. Anyway, it is
known that many people are uncomfortable with churches being present on the Arabian
Peninsula, the birthplace of Islar8everal localslamic clergyhave called for the destruction of
churches in the region. In September, masked militants put fire t&Sthdoseph Roman Catholic

in Aden, buning the entire contents of the church. According to a security official, the culprits
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could be AlQaeda jihadists. The church had remained open in spite of the civil war. In December
2015 (outside of our reporting period) a Catholic Church in Aden wésusly damaged after
militants detonated explosives inside the church, in what appears to be an intentional act. The
church was already damaged and out of use after it was hit in an airstrike by thel&hudi
coalition in May 2015.

6. Future outlook
The ciil war in Yemen has led to higher levels of violence and lawlessness, a situation which is liable
to increase the oppression of minorities, includi@gristians. According to a leader of a NGO active
in the country, wherever theSaudiled codition forces dominated or freed areasthe local
Christians wereonsequently oftertargetedby radical SunnisAlso targeted were known Christian
buildings including institutes where Christians or exj@ts from Christian countries were
operating. That means, builtfjs founded or run by Christians. This in line with the suggestion made
by analysts in aarticle by the Economist Intelligence Unit (El@dhat Saudi Arabia is, at the very
least, turning a blind eye to trade entering Mukalla from the Gulf, to the benefit of AQARAP,
labelledo @ G KS ' { I a (K SouséoishdotPrAlaQaed@ & iindeéRnhinihg Sahidnal
security and the economy. It has recently expanded its territorial control in Southern Yemen. Islamic
State affiliated groups are also present in the war teountry and have started attacking both
Shiite and government related targets since Mar2B15 According toAl Monitor> hexgliowing
level of violence is strengthening IS and putting it on a direct collision course to replace AQAP as flag
bearer for the Holy War against their enemies. Both groups seek to take advantage of political and
sectarian instabilit. As IS is still ima preparation and mobilization phase, armed clashes between
both radical Islamigroups are not likelyet. However, their increasg influence makes the chances
for peace very slim and continued instabilisobableg even if the conflict with the Huthisould be
resolved. TheEU gives this analysisthe longerthis central conflict drags on, and the conflict with
AQAP and other jihadsis deprioritized, the greater the risk of Yemen entering a lofigan
period of fragmentation, akin to Syria or Lik§/a.

As Islamic terrorists are an important driver of perseautio Yemen, this does not bode well for the
situation of religious freedom of local and expatriate Christians in Yerii@e. situation is
particularly delicate for the small local Christian church mainly consisting of MBBacially as it is
weakened by hie leaving of expatriate Christian®n the other hand, it is reported thahore
Muslims are turning to Christ than ever before.
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Nigeria z Rank 12

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the W orld Watch List 2016
On the World Watch List (WWL) 2016, Nigeria scores 78 points, the same as last year. Nigeria now
NI ylada MHYE gKSNBlLa AdG Nryl1SR mn flraid &SNP ¢KS
continued in the reporting period for WWL 2016. The situatior Christians in the northern
provinces of the country has continued to be very difficult, as the levels of pressure and violence
against Christians remained very high. Althougbsjdent Buhatiwho took office in July 2018jd
manage to recover somef the territory that was controlled byoko Haram, the Islamic terrorist
ANRBdzL) £ 6StfSR adKS g2 NI 8lebal Td&ibnRihdeEokoiHaranSHINE2 NJ 3 N.
continued to conduct extremely violent attacks on a large scale.

b2 2yteé @GA2tSyO0S FTNRY .212 |1 FNFXYY F3FAyad [/ KNR3
also nonBoko Haram violence from HauBalani Muslim herdsmen and the increased pressure on
Christans leading up to the 2015 elections. Moreover, the effects of Islamic law still affect the lives

of many Christians in the twelve northern Sharia stat&l.the violence has caused very high

numbers of internally displaced Christians (IDPs).

2. Persecution engines
In Nigeria the main persecutioangine is Islamic extremismbut to a lesser extent two other
persecution engines are also present, namé&hbal antagonismand Organized corruption and
crime.

1 Islamic extremism:Althoughthe Islamic terrorist groufBoko Haram is most often associated
with the persecution of Christians imorthern Nigeria, the pattern of persecution is much more
complex thansimply the killing or wounding of Christiar{&nd moderate Muslim} by radical
Islamic militants. This is espmally so in the twelvenorthern Sharia tstes where local
government anccommunitiesleavelittle space for Christians to live their own lives.

In line with the violent traditions of the Maitatsine riots of the 1980s and the Sharia
implementation of 2001 Christians in northern Nigeria have increasingigome targets for
jihadistattacks Building orthis, Boko Haram has, for the past few years, carried out a systematic
campaign against the Nigeriatate, specifically targeting Christians in its ideology, rhetoric and
actions with the intent of establishing an Islan8@ate. Using therhetoric of radical Islamit
declared an Islamic Caliphate in GwoBayno Statein August 2014The expansion of thi
caliphate hasnow beenstopped by government forces, but the violence caused by Boko Haram
continues to affecthousands ofpeople (specificallfChristiany, and fostersa mutual distrust
between Christians and Muslims in the entire region, if not countr

WWUEdition2016-02-01 Pagess


http://www.visionofhumanity.org/#/page/our-gti-findings

WWL 2016; LONG/ERSION OF ALL 50 COUNTRY PERSECUTION DYNAMICS

Violence is also perpetrated by Islamic assailaotenmonly identified as Haudaulani Muslim
herdsmen,who descend on the villages in the night or in the day and carry out cruel attacks
against innocent peoplencluding women and children. AsNigeian researchereports, there

are moves by the governments Berue, Kaduna, Nasarawa afdraba &tes to establish and
reservegrazing fields foHausaFulaniMuslim herdsmen. This means that swaths of land from
indigenous Christian communitiese taken away for that purpose, geiving Christians aheir
farming fieldsand livelihood

9 Tribal antagonism:There are indications thatribal antagonismhas led to violenceon the
Church in parts of Nigeriancidents of persecutioninvolving Christians withan animistic
backgroundwvas reported from the easterrtaes.More investigation is needed in 2016.

9 Organized corruption and criméefhere isevidence of threaton the Churchbeing caused and
driven by organized crime networksyhich arereported to be abundantly present in the
country. This isan issue to be fuher investigated in 2016

Context

Theleadershipof former president Goodluck Jonathda Christiar caused serious unrest Migeria.
WhenGoodluckJonathan of thedzf A y3 t S 2 LJ Bafavonsite Yrasdentialieleions in
April 2011, there was a big debate about his candidacy, because he waghern Christian.
Muslims felt the presidential candidates should have been Muslim, based omnamitten
agreement in Nigerian politics betgn Muslims and Christiangslamic leaders and insurgents
vowed to make hisgovernmentimpossible,with Boko Haram being JoneK | y Qa Y2 & i
opponent.

In April 2012Jonathan said that within six months he wdtilave dealiwith Boko Haram, receiving
their reply that they would finish with him in three months, and take over. Many Christiansdear
oclash of the titan§ in 2015and in the weeks leading up to the 2015 presidential elections there
was indeed increased tension in the country.

On 29 May 205 Muhammadu Buhari was sworn in piesident. In hisnauguration speeclne
LINEYAASR (G2 ONARYy3a AAYONBFaSR LINPALISNARGe: (2
the insurgencyheaded by Boko Haram which he describedd I YA Yy Rf Saasx 3I2Rf S
Fa FENIFglLe FNBY Latly a 2yS Oly UGKAYy] @¢

5SaLJA S interdiga toNfig® Boko Haram, which has been responsible for much of the
violence against Christians in recent yedin® continuingviolence against Christians in the Middle
Belt region of Nigeria remasman enormous source of concern. As reported previously loyldV
Watch Research avicious circle of violence in the Middle Belt region of Nigisriaking placeinder

the shadow of Boko Haramattacksperpetrated by Haus&ulani Muslim herdsmen and settlers has
allegedly led to the deaths dhousands of Christians, with hundreds afurches and properties
targeted and destroyed.
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The ersecution of Christians throudlslamic extremisndoes not extend to the whole of Nigerja
however Looking from the point of view of hostilities against ChristigmsNigerian landscapean
be dvided into distinct regions:

1 The North(19 dates & the Abuja Federal Capital Territory) is mainly Muysliith Christian
majority states in the Middle BelLarge parts of the Middle Beltavebecomepart of the twelve
now-called Shariastates in the North. For example, KaduNarth is Muslim majority, Kaduna
South is Christian majority, but thkaduna administratiorsMuslim dominated.

1 The Soth (17 gates) is mainly Christian, but the SotMflest (Yorubahas a large Muslim
population

Nigeia is one of the most complex nations thre continent.The persecution of Christians overlaps
with clashesover resource control in someates. According to humarights activists and reports

the Nigerian government barely investigates the killings and abuses of Chriatitlms hands of
radical Islami@rganizations and/or individuals. By doing so, the government has failed to fulfil its
international obligationas enshrined under UNDHR and ICCPR. In addition, it has been widely
reported that Boko Haram has been doing aktainto incite what could be a total war between
Muslim and Christian communities.

Types of Christianity affected

Nigeria has three types ofh@stianity (expatriate or migrant Christians usually worship within
established national congregation$)ersecution is focused on all types of Christiamitynany of
the northern sates.

1 Historical Christian communitiesin Nigeriathese include the Roman Catholic Churchand
protestant denominations such as Anglicans, Methodists amtherans. In the context of the
Boko Haram conflict, it was expected that the number of Christiemsgld fall While it is true
that Christians have been the majority of the victims killed, displaced or forced to migrate, there
are indications thathe Christian population may be growing despite of that. In the midst of the
conflict, RomanCatholics are creatinghore dioceses, angrotestant Christianity isgrowing
faster than expectedyne fieldresearchereports.

9 Christian convertdrom a Muslim background (MBB$h the Sharia states especially, conversion
from Islam to Christianity is a dangerous act the lead to many hardships.

1 Nontraditional protestant churchesThe number okvangelical angbentecostal communitiess
increasing in NigerialTheynow constitute about20 percent of the Nigerian Churchand this
figure isrising. In many of the northernaes they are confronted with hardships like all other
types of Christianity.

Spheres of life and violence

1 Explanation of persecution pattern The persecution patterrior Nigeria presents the scores for
Islamic extremismThe average score over tffiest five blocks 12.271), showing the pressure on
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Christians, i€omparable to last yeaf12.249). Nigeria has the maximum score for thalence
block(16.667; same as last yeafhis suggests a very volatile persecution situation. The fact that
the pressure gqueezgis not higher in combination with continuing very high levels of violence
(smasl), is caused by the specific situation in Nigeria: part of the country is heavily affected by
persecution (Muslim majority part), while the other part of theuatry is not affected by it
(Christian majority part). As th@ersecution patterrbelow shows persecution in Nigeria brings

a relatively homogeneous level of pressure throughoutsaheres of life The score for the
community spherés higher than theother spheres of lifelue to Christians being excluded from
basic social services and other forms of discrimination.

Persecution pattern
16,667

1 13,086
11,742 ’ 12,390 12,457
11,682 12,271

Private Family Community National Church Violence
Spheres of life

(Please note: The numbers above are ligpd to three decimal placeShey are not to be read as thousands.)

Private sphereParticulaly in Bauchi, Gombo, Yobe and Borno States, more and more Christians
find themselves under pressure not to display outwardly Christian symbols or the Bible. In fact,
around Ganye, Jada and most parts of Borno and Yobe States, more and more Christ@ns dres
like Muslims to hide any Christian articles or materials on them and to escape being lynched.

Family spherefaithrelated pressure is most pronounced in the Sharia states, but also partly
extends into neighboring states, and plays heavily upon @Gmisin their family and community
spheres of life. Christians cannot bury their deceased in public cemeteries. Christian girls are
under a serious threat of abduction and forced marriage. Reports from the field indicate that
some of the Sharia states evéave established ministries aimed at abducting and converting
Christian girls.
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1 Community sphereln state schools, especially at the primary and secondary level, Christian
children are forced to participate in Islamic studies. Christian youth are hiddesen accessing
secondary schools or higher education institutions, especially when those institutions are well
endowed with funding, equipment and high quality teaching. Christian students in education
institutions are often considered and treated as @ed-class citizens. Christian communities are
largely left unattended by the government. Facilities like clean water, clinics and roads are
denied; Christian villages in rural areas are seldom considered for development projects.

9 National sphere Concerning thenational spherg qualified Christians are often denied
employment, and some are asked to recant their Christian faith for immediate employiment.
the twelve Sharia states, Christians live in fear because they live in an unpredictable environment
in which local governmentfficials put pressure othem, sometimes assisted byisba(Sharia
Policg and 5 I Q | (IBlamic missionaryyommittees. In theseven othernorthern states, the
pressureis slightly less but in some of them Islamic terroastivity is higherThe Islamist (or
political Islamic) agenda for Nigeria, as declared by leading Islamists, is to bring the whole
country under thedHouse ofislane.

1 Church sphereAs far aschurch lifeis concerned, it is very difficult for churches to openly
integrate new converts from Islam. This would attract the attention of the Islamic community,
which could result in violent actions against the chuche their entire area. Open Doors Field
researchers state that pastors are increasingly becoming targets for attacks by radical Muslims to
stop any further growth of the Church.

9 Violence Levels of violence in Nigeria remain extremely highgive onlya few exampleson 2
July 2015150 civilians were killed in Borno State,niorth-easternNigeria. Reports have also
emerged claiming that some of the Christian Chilsakoodirls (kidnappedin April 2014)are
now being forced toparticipate in the atrogties of Boko Haram. On 24 JuB@l15 40 people
were killed in the city of Maiduguri by two female suicide bombers belonging to Boko Haram,
one of which was only 12 years old.

¢ KS NBigatedi ands VioleniConflict in Divided Societies: N@wko Haram Violence
against Christians in the Middle Belt region of Nigerla A a4 Wod8 Watoh ResearcW(WR

in April 2015, includgfindings thatthe sophisticated and systematic attack on Christians around
the Middle Beltregionindicate apattern of ethnic cleansingThs violencehas displaced many
thousands of civilians, mainly indigenous Christian farmaard has led to the deaths of
thousands of others, with hundreds of churctee®d propertiegargetedanddestroyed. Another
NB LJ2 NIi = THe Caisaé 8thd$ & Vidlent Conflict in Taraba State (@035 ¥ A & & dzSR
WWR in November 2015, lopkpecifically into the conflict in Taraba Stated reveala massive
campaign to displace indigenous Christian farn{eedonging to suctethnic groups as the Tiv,
Jukun, Kuteb, Chamba, Panso, Kaambu and Bandawmagin towns and villages of central,
northern and southern Taraba Stat€his report also notethe fact that this violent conflict is
going on simultaneously with the Boko Haram violerargg therefore, local and international
attention is absent.
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It is important to highlight that in Nigeria, the numerous internal displacements are often part of

I LINROSaa Klethnickleafsin@S 0 8% &y 2 Ethinic 83BrisiggNdithe diddle

Belt Region of Nigerg@ LJdzo f AAKSR AY HAMpO 6 KAORI2ARS RSNIAGTSS
populationfrom a given territory due to religious or ethnic discrimination, political, strategic or
ARS2t23A0Ftf O2yaARSNIGA2yas 2N I OPYSARYyRANAD
a2YSOAYSa (2dz0KSa dz2lR2y W3ISYy20ARSDQ

¢ KS 22w BulolI2edidi andy GendeBased Violence against Christian Women and
Children in NortkEastern Nigeria since 199% NXB A & a dz8vestigates gendebaged A
violence specifically against Christian women and children in the context of the Boko Haram
uprising since 1999 he report describes the extent to which violence against women and girls
KFa 0SSy | LINI 2F .212 1FNIYQa @Azt SyOSo

6. Future outlook
1. The current situation in Nigerimdicates thatdark cloudslie ahead. Therebrandng of Boko
I F NIWIQBS (2 LatkYAO {GF GSQawill2ést its infliemMtd iOkhe t NP A
regionand makes it likely that thelDrch willcontinue to suffer more violent persecution in the
near future in and outside Nigeria dzK | NA Q& O YBako Marghdave: had soryfed (i
success, but the groujs now intensifying its attacks and making more frequent inroads into
neighboring countries such &lger, Chad and Cameroon.

2. Northern Nigeria has huge numbers of IDPs, many of whom are Christians. These refugees have
been internally displaced either by the Boko Haram terror regime or by the ferocious attacks
(often covered up by local stateuthorities) of the Haus&ulani Muslim herdsmen. Many of
them are not taken care of by national or international aid agencies. They are a wiii#gsto
the supremacy of theersecutors ando the high vulnerability othe persecutedn this region.

And this in turnencourags further violence with impunity and culminags inconstantfear
among the persecuted Christians. This vicious circle can only be broken when the international
community intervenes byneans of humanitarian aid andrerwise.

3. Although Buhari is trying to contain the threat caused by Boko Haram, as a-Fialasa Muslim
from northern Nigerighimself, he is not expected to do much about the violence perpetrated by
HausaFulani Muslim herdsmen and settlers fighting foe control of the Middle Belt region of
Nigeria. For example, thimclusion of Islamicliterature in the federal educational curriculum
under the leadership of Buhaeffectively contributes to the islamization of the Nigerian
education system. This dewgment only diminishes hopes that Buhari will do something about
the antiChristian violence in the Middle Belt.
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Maldives z Rank 13

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the W orld Watch List
With a score of 7@oints, the Maldvesrank 13 on the World Watch List (WWL) 2016. In WWL 2015
the Maldivesranked11 with a score of78 points. Thedecrease isnot owing to an improvement in
the situation for Christians. What we see is a reflection of the situation stabilizing at éehélof
pressure. This pressure is evenly distributed across all spheres of life.

2. Persecution engines
The persecution engine affecting Christians in the Makliis Islamic extremismblended with
Dictatorial paranoia

1 Islamic extremismThe Islamigovernment continues to perceive itself as the protector of Islam,
instituting a set of laws that basically prohibits a Maldivieom leaving Islam bgonvering to
another religion To be Maldivian is equated with being a Muslim, leaving no room for any
deviation and a convert will fackarsh consequences including losing citizenship. Officially there
are no Maldivian Christians, only expate Christians. The growing Islamization was illustrated
in the reporting period by efforts in the parliament tghiten the Sharia penal laws March
2015 althoughone IslamidNGOcondemnedthe factthat apostasy would not be punished by
stonind An Amnesty International report, published on 23 A@0I15 describesthe growing
restriction of civil right@nd mentions arincreasein the number2 ¥ AGINBAdza OGAIAL | y i Sa
This finding also underlines why Christians have to hide themselves so thorotigalfindings
of the report are not too surprisingand neither is the reaction of the government. It
immediatelyaccused Yy Sade 2F | LX 234 (23S GyMDRIn grilefit 2 LILI2 2
GF NYyAAK al fORM M 2015He MaldivarbSupreme Court issueduing by which
Al Lzt AaKSR 3IdZARStEAYySa FT2NJ 6KS O2dzy i NBEQa | dzYt
the Commission will lose its independence and be the second commigsiting sacked after
the Hection Commission, whose president and vizesident lost their jobs when they criticized
another Supreme Court guideline for the presidential electiofBis not only shows that
SOSNEGIKAY I LISNDISKYPCSR & At tGddiyS o ysyeiReis bieddéd | f & 2
with Dictatorial paranoia The Human Rights Commission was punished purely for doing its job
in submitting a report to the United Nations Human Rights monitoring mechanism. According to
those rules, the reports have to be drafted independently, and precisely this was opposee by th
O2dzy NE Q& { dzZLINBYS / 2dz2NIX oNRAYy3IAYy3I (GKS O2YYAaahi
0KS LINSBaAaARSYyGQa 2FFAOS® Ly | NBLERNI FTNRBY My
Democracy Network (MDN), published a study Maldivian school text ®oks, sermons and
other published materials on Islanihese’breed hatred and Islamic fundamentalismméported
the NGO. The report, which is the first of its kind, analyzed text books used in Maldives for
primary and secondary education in order to identify the prevalence of radicaltivasan the
mainstream academic discourse. The report noted that the school text books cultivate anti
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Semitism and xenophobia, and glorify Jihad or war against those who allegedly "obstruct" Islam.
All Maldivian students are required to take Islam as ofi¢he four compulsory subjectsom

first grade through twelfth grade, alongside Dhivehi, English and Mathemaggs.booksfor
Islamic studies are prepared by specialists at the ministry of education and approved by the
ministry of Islamic affairs. Thrgovernment is struggling to preventfimod of Maldivians seeking

to join the civil wars in the Middi&ast. The police in January said over 50 individual$efficthe
country, while the opposition puts the number at 200 any case an astonishing numpgiven

the country's size

Context

The Maldives are still a country living in two worlds. On the one hand, internationally they have the
image of being a holiday destination of paradisiac dimensions; on the other hand, the country
follows a strict formof Islam and is struggling with unrest and many political challenges. The latter
was illustrated by several incidents during this reporting period. 22 February2015, former
president and opposition leader Mohammed Nashesds arrested and accused of atges of
terrorism, which showedhat the current conservative Islamigiovernment does not care too much
about its international image, but more about stickidgithfully to its perception of Islam.
Consequently, not even a month after the arres, March 132015 he wassentencedto thirteen

years prison in a surprise mowdthout getting a fair trial In response, May Da3015saw one of

the largestprotests against the government the countriyas ever witnessed, with an estimated
20,000 m@rticipants. Many more may haweanted to come, but state employers hindered citizens
from travelling to the capital Malé by boat and some were later on dismissed aftergheakan part

in the demonstrations.In the aftermath, leading figures of the three opposition parties were
detained. Towards the end of the reporting period, on September 28 2015 there ion

on the president’s boat when he returned from the Hajj. His wife and several aides sustained
injuries. While first reactions spoke of an accident or a technical failure, au#sorow suppose a
planned attack. According to tH8@BCon 24 October, after the sacking of tdefence ministersome

days ago, the viepresiden, Abdullah Ahdeebwas detained as well.

According to officiafiguresreported by its department of immigrationn June 2015the Maldives

are home to a stunning number of 124,000 migrant workers, most of them employed in the tourist
sector. In relation to the number of inhabitantef the Maldives an estimated 358,000 peopla

2015, this is a surprisingly high numbeEven more so as Transparency Maldives, a local NGO,
estimates that the real numbesf migrant workers igloser to 200,000. Givemhese figures, it is not
surprising that human trafficking [the illegalipply of migrant workeilds the second most lucrative
economic sector after tourism, according to official government figures from 2011. These figures
alsoimply that thewell-registaed lack of freedom of religion in the country not only affects the
very smdlnumber of domestic Christiarmit extends to otherChristiandoo, namely the Christians
among the migrant workers It also points to social problems that the Maldives is fadgep
Outlook below).
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4. Types of Christianity affected

Two types of Christianity in the Maldives exist and are experiencing persecution:

Number of points

T

Expatriate and migrant worker Christiam often from India or Sri Lanka. Most of them have
freedom of worship, providethat they stay strictly amongst themselves. These communities are
monitored closely.

Christian convertsfrom a Muslim background (MBBs) face by far the most persecution as
officially they do not exist in the country: every Maldivian has to be a Muslineaed/one who

is deviating loses his or her citizenship.

The Christian community of the Maldives is strictly separated, expatriate Christians and converts do
not have any contacts or connecting points.

Spheres of life and violence

T

16
14
12
10

o N B~ OO

Explanation ofpersecutio pattern: Thepersecution patterdior Maldives presents the scores for
Islamic extremism(blended with Dictatorial paranoiy The average score over the first five
blocks (15.020), showing the pressure on Christians, is comparable to last year (15i249). T
score for the violence block is slightly lower: 1.482 (WWL 2015) to 1.111. This suggests that the
strong pressure on Christians is not translating into more violence. As far as converts are
concerned, this is most likely due to their utmost efforts tanain secret. As thpersecution
pattern below shows, persecution is strongest in trévate, family, nationaland church spheres
Pressure on MBBs is especially acute in ghgate and familyspheres and is exerted by the
social environment. The pressupn Christians in afipheres of lifas fired by both the special
Maldivian notion that every citizen has to be a Muslim as well as by the growing paranoia of the
government.

Persecution pattern

15,885
+4 15,152 14,955 15,241
13,867 15,020
: 1,111
| | I
Private Family Community National Church Violence

Spheres of life
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(Please note: The numbers above are Bigpd to three decimal placeZhey ae not to be read as thousands.)

1 Private sphereqMBBs always have to exercise the utmost care to hide their faith as much as
possible. Bibles and other Christian materials have to be hidden carefully and can only be read
with much caution as their familiesvill never accept itand possession could result in
imprisonment Even for migrant Christians & dangerous to keep Christian material in their
possession as it could be deemed suspicious, especially ifiithe native Dhivehi language or in
large quantities (authorities may suspect they are being used to evangelize the Maldivians). In
fact, the immigration/customs card requires trdges to declare any neMuslim materials when
entering the country. It is even much more perilous for Maldivieeting with other Christians
is a special challenge in these circumstances as on the one hand it is dangerous for the MBBs
themselves and on the other hand it may disclose or endanger a Christian meeting. There are
even reports that friends both believing @hrist hid their faiths from one another out of fear.

9 Family sphereArticle 9 (d) of the Constitution states that @amMuslim may not become a
citizen of the Maldives. Accordingly, if found to have converted to Christianity, Maldivians could
be strippedof their citizenship as wedlspunished undethe lawsof ShariaAs every Maldivian
needs to be a Muslim, registration for converts is out of question. Simikxfyatiate Christians
are not allowed to hold any religious activities (irdihg Christian wedding, funerals, baptisn)s
in public. Children of converts are forced to learn n@fristian teachings, while children of
expatriate Christians are exempt from attending Islamic lessons. Once a convert is discovered, he
or she can be put under pressutto divorce and lose both custody of their children and
inheritance rights, and are likely to be isolated from their families.

1 Community sphereSocial control in the Maldives is extremely strong as the population density
is one of the highest in the wlat, especially in the capital Malé. MBBs have virtually no place of
privacy and in their efforts to hide their faith, try to blend in with the majority of people around
them. This includes how they dress and also attendance at the local mosSauaativebeliever
who is seen not attendingvill be questiored. Expatiate Christians enjoy more freedom, but
there are times wha they too are required toblend in, for example during Ramadan by not
drinking andeating in public.

9 National sphere:The constitutionand other laws and policies restrict religious freedom. The
O2yaidAaitdziAzy RSaAdylFiSa {dzyyArA Latly la (GKS 277
LISNDSy ¢ adzZat AYZ |yR 3I20SNYYSyli NE3dz F GA2Yya
regulatons2 yS aidl 0Say aLdG Aa Aft€S3IFt G2 LINRLIILGS |
for violations of this range from two to five years in prison or house arrest, depending on the
gravity of the offense. If the offender is a foreigner, his or hembeeto stay in the country
would be revoked and he or she would be deported. Given that the government took control
over the media of the country ipril 2015 it is no wonder that reporting on Christianity is
biased and Christians are always portrayed negatively. The bias in school textbooks was already
mentioned inthe persecution engines section above.
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9 Church spherelt is illegal for Maldivians to become Christians let alone gather as a church. The
expatiate community enjoys more religious freedom as long as they do it privately. There have
been incidents where public gatherings of Christians wergedied harshly. Expatiate
fellowships are under surveillance for fear that they evangelize to the lobais:Islamic
materialis considered contraband and by law has®declared at customs upon entering the
country. Given this, it is no wonder that Christian material cannot be imported or even produced
in the country. The training of leaders is out of the gti@n and Christian communities are not
allowed to receive foreign Christian workers for ministry work.

9 Violence:There has never been very much violent persecution in the Maldives. Sometimes
Christians have been sentenced to jail when they were fourtthte infringed the laws deemed
to protect Islam. Apart from that, some convert Christians have left the country in order to
evade persecution.

Future outlook

Maldivian youthincreasinglyfeel "disenfranchised and excluded" and "disconnected from the fabric

of society" suggests a World Bank repoteasedin February 2015Rising globaation, internet

use, and economic expansion has "exposed young women and men to the outside world and new
ideas and values, making them acutely aware of what they can aspire to," read the report. "Yet,
both female and male youth face the shackles of thetéd island economy, lack empowerment

and community engagement, and contend with rigid norms of behavior and increasingly
conservative values, as well as an inadequate education and training system that ill prepares them
for the labor market." The reporargued that these issues meant that many young Maldivians are
being "denied p a4 3S Ay (2 | Ra#h inkie MRdives: Shaping Sriew finture for
young women and men tirdzZa K Sy 3 3SYSy (i |tyeRepdst Wasxanpid Siggl &
focus groupsand surveys, in order to address the "dearth of data" on young people in the country.
Physical isolation, thwarted expectations, family breakdown, and gang participation were revealed
as major challenges facing-28 year olds, while new insights wereafd into the country's large

youth unemployment problemAnother big problem Maldivian youths are facing is drug addiction,
due to a lack of perspective and the high social pressure young people are experiencing as well.
Unfortunately, this also affecthie few Christian believers. Connecting this with the surprisingly high
number of migrant workers results in a mixture poised for creating increasing social problems. This
YIre £SIFR (2 a420Alf dzyNBadz RR (2 (KiStaBha@SNYyYSy
adverse way too.

A second trend has to do with foreign relations. Traditionally, the country has strong ties to
neighboring India, but due to recent political developments, the relationship has cooled down
quickly. In looking for new allieghe country acted in a surprising move on 28 July 26b5.a tiny

Indian Ocean nation priding itself as the only one in the South Asian retgidd not to have been

colonizd by European powerghe Maldives has now fadtacked a constitutional amendment

conferring land ownershipo bigtime foreign investorsThis amendment aims at Chinese investors

FyYR dzy RSNIAYSa GKS O2dzy ( NE QA RS LIS yHRsdiah Ginorig,y Ay 0 S
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it will not make a big difference, whether India or China is the big neighbor. Although in the long
term, migrant workers from India might possibly face additional challenges when working in the
Maldives, and this would affect Christiaas well. As China has a recordsofppressingeligious
freedom at home as well, Christians cannot expect any help or even attention from this side.
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Saudi Arabia z Rank 14

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the World Watch List
{FdZRA I NI} O6Al 2yfteée fz2aid 2yS LRAyG O02YLI NBR (2 ¢t
points and ranks 14, two positions lower than last year.

2. Persecution engines
The persecution engirsan Saudi Arabia areslamicextremism(main engine) and to a lesser extent
Tribal antagonisngblended withlslamic extremisim

1 Islamic extremism The desert kingdom is defined by Wahhabism, a purist and strict
interpretation of Islam. It is forbidden to openly practice other religioBaudi Arabia controls
the Islamic holy cities of Mecca and Medina, which are the birth and resting places of
Mohammed, the prophet of Islam. The Saudi government is combating Islamic terrorism on a
national level because it can be a threat to the reidrihe royal family. However, private Saudi
funding of Islamic terrorism outside the country is one of the main sources of Sunni terrorism in

0KS $2NI R So3d Ay LNIIl YR {&@NRF® {I dzZRA ! N} O
Apostasy¢ convesion to another religiorng is punishable by death if the accused does not
recant.

1 Tribal antagonism (blended): Typical for this engine is the effort to force the continuing
influence of ageold norms and values shaped artribal context.In the case of &idi Arabia,
tribal antagonismis clearlymixed with IslamThis particularly affects MBBs.

3. Context
¢CKSNBE A& F 3INRBgAYy3I 3IIHLI 0SG6SSy {ldzRAQa I NHS @&
majority of the population is under thirty and the youthilture has changed radically under the
influence of satellite TV, the internet and social media. Young people (especially women) are longing
for more freedom and do not want to be restricted by the religious police. The choice to open
election ballots fowomen as well, a legacy of laking Abdullah bin Abdfiziz Al Sayds a step
forward in that respect. There is also a considerable degree of youth unemployment which leads to
widespread social discontent. These factors could drive young people towdighlrdslam. This is
aggravated by the wealth of small groups of the elite versus the poverty of many. On the other
hand, social discontent is not new and has been bought off with large sums of money in the form of
allocations. Social dissatisfaction haseb there for at least twenty years (including the civil
disobedience of women drivindor instance). Moreover, the internet revolution has also reached
Islamic leaders: several imams have twitter accounts and are being followed by many. The number
of Chistian converts from Islam and other religions is increasing, along with their boldness in
sharing their new faith.
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4. Types of Christianity affected

In Saudi Arabia, the following types of Christianity are present and affected by persecution:

1 Expatriate or migrant ChristiansMost Christians in Saudi Arabia are expatriates or migrants
who temporarily live and work in the country. Expatriate Christians are mostly from the western
world, whereas migrant Christians originate from low and middi=oine countries, such as
India, the Philippines and Africa. Besides being exploited and poorly paid, Asian and African
migrant workers are regularly exposed to verbal and physical abuse because of their ethnicity
and low status, but their Christian faith rcaalso play a role in thi€xpatriate Christians are
severely restricted in gathering for worship and sharing their Christian faith with Muslims, which
entails the risk of detention and deportation, ahristiansfrom a Muslim BackgroundBBs)
face evermore pressure

1 Christian convertdrom a Muslim backgroun@MBB9: There are few Saudi MBBs in the country
and they often live out their Christian faith in deepest secrecy. Many of them responded to
Christian programs via satellite TV or became Christians after experiencing how God revealed
Himself in a vision or a drearluslims have testified to joining thidajj - the Islamic pilgrimage
to Meccag with a sincere desire to obey God and have received a divine vision showing them
that they need Jesus. Internet access also plays a role as this allows access to Christials mate
This is limited, however, since the use of the Internet is strictly controlled and regulated in Saudi
Arabia. Nevertheless, the small number of Saudi MBBs has been increasing and they are also
becoming more expressive about their Christian faittgrsty it with others on the Internet and
Christian satellite TV channels. This public sharing has led to serious repercussions either from
the family or authorities.

5. Spheres of life and violence

1 Explanation ofpersecution patternThepersecution patterrior Saudi Arabipresents the scores
for Islamic extremismblended withTribal antagonisim The average score over the first five
blocks 14.620, showing the pressure on Christiansc@nparable tolast year {4.523. The
score for the violence block Iswer, going down fron4.074 (WWL 2015) t®2.593. This was
because there were less reports of Christians arrested, physically or mentally harmed and forced
to leave the country for their faithThiscombinationsuggestshat persecution has stabilized, be
it at a very high levelAs the persecution patterrbelow shows, pessureis strongest in the
church sphereThe score for therivate sphere is also above average, but in fact all the scores
for the spheres of lifare high. MBB$ace most problemsn the private, family and community
spheres especially if they are the only believers in a family or community. Discrimination in
dealing with authorities as well as in employment and in the community affects all Clsistian
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Persecution pattern

16,276
16

14,773 13,691 13,998 14,364
14,620

12 -
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2,593

2 7 .
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Private Family Community National Church Violence
Spheres of life

(Please note: The numbers abae dispayed to three decimal placeShey are not to be read as thousands.)

1 Private sphere MBBs cannot openly practice their faith. Giving any indication of their new faith
to those around them can have serious consequences. Expatriate Christian®lsdively more
freedom to practice their faithprivately, as long as they do not evangelize Muslims. Migrant
workers have to act carefully and persecution depends on the attitude and religion of fellow

YAINI yi 62N] SNBE 6K2 tAQOS Ay G(KS &FYS Weitlo2N O

9 Family sphere All Saudis are considered Muslimkor a Muslim family, it is a great disgrace
when one of its members leaves IslaMBBs run the great risk of honor killing or physical
violence if their families or communities discover their faith. A nembave fled the country
because of this. Open Christian weddings cannot be celebrated in Saudi Arabia and MBBs must
marry according to Islamic rites. MBBs cannot have their children registered as Christians or give
them obviously Christian namefn schod children of MBBs are obliged to attend Islamic
classeslin the case of custody of children in divorces and inheritance issues, MBBs are often
disadvantaged.

1 Community sphereAll Christians are more or less put under pressure to renounce their faith
through all kinds of discriminatiorConverts to Christianity will experience harassment and
discrimination in their workplace if their new faith is know®entiments against adhemés of
other religions are strong throughout Saudi society. Migrant workers, including Christians, have
been exposed to verbal, physical and sexual abuse from employers.

f National sphere¢ KSNBE I NB y2 LINPGZAAAZ2Y A F2NJ NBdhasraA 2 dza
basic laws. The legal system is based on Sharia law and conversion to any religion other than
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Islam is punishable by death. Muslims have more rights than followers of other religions. MBBs
in particular face serious pressure in dealing with dlaghorities if their Christian faith is known.
Expatriate and migrant Christians will face problems in $ipisere of lifeif they are active in
proselytizingMuslims, which can lead to imprisonment and deportation.

9 Church sphereThere are no church buildings at all in Saudi Arabia and Christian services take
place at secret places. Although the government recognizes the right efMiistims to worship
in private, the religious policé@Muttawa) often do not respect this right. Clstian services are
seriously restricted by the strict gender segregation, prohibiting men and women from different
families to worship in the same room. Christians who engage in such activities risk arrest,
intimate body searches in lH#hreatening condibns, imprisonment, lashing, deportation, and
sometimes torture. As the law is not formally codified, the legal situation of private religious
practice remains vague and is based mainly on official announcements in the mRemfialytism
of Muslims, Bibleraining, publishing and importing Bibléscludingother Christian materials) in
Arabic are all illegal.

1 Violence:ln terms of antiChristian violence, the situation has not changed much in Saudi Arabia.
The score is somewhat lower (1 point) than hasar since less reports were received concerning
Christians being arrested, physically or mentally harmed and forced to leave the country for their
faith. On average once or twice a year, the police and religious police raid a secret Christian
fellowshipat a private worship location. Most often this happens to private worship locations of
African and Asian migrant workers. The attitude of local officials remains crucial, especially given
the manner in which the legal system operatds is not a codifiedsystem of law but relies on
local interpretation of ShariaRape and sexual harassment is a huge problem in Saudi Arabia.
Migrant Christians, mainhhousamaids working in Saudi homeare very vulnerable in this
respect There are no recent reports of S#icitizens being officially convicted and sentenced to
capital punishment for apostasy. Nevertheless, the risk of gumidical killings cannot be
excluded in an attempt to save the honor of the family.

6. Future outlook

Though there are several elements$audi society that could lead to instabilitythe long run, no

major changes are expected in the short term. After theath of late kingAbdullah bin Abdul al

Saud in January 2015, his-y®arold halfbrother, Salmarbin Abdulaziz abaud was confimed as

the new king. YAy 3 {FfYlFIyQa FANBRG LINA2NAGE gl a (2 Syac
I N} oA Q4 Y208 (2 AYGSNBSYS Ay _SYSYy 6AGK |+ ANEG
towards the Saudi border: al Qaeda in the south costtatge parts of Yemen, and Islamic State in

the north is advancing rapidly through Irag. There are reports that both groups have sympathizers in

Saudi Arabia as well. In order to maintain stability in the country, Salman will also need to seek the
supportof the Islamic religious establishment and halt any reforms that might aggravate them. In

April, king Salman appointed Mohammed bin Nayef as crown prince and named his son,
Mohammed bin Salman as deputy crown prince, passing power to the next generation.
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Again, no major developments are expectadthe short run. This is also true for the level of
religious freedom for Christians, though a@tristian violence could increase as local Christians
are growing bolder in expressing their faitReligiousrestrictionsunder kng Salman seem to
indicate a consolidation of the already severe pregee for religious minorities, including
Christians.
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Uzbekistan z Rank 15

Reporting periodl November 201431 October 2015

1. Position on the World Watch List
With a score of70 points Uzbekistarranks15 on the World Watch LisfWWL)2016.Previously a
WWL2015,Uzbekistarranked15 with a score 069 points. Theslightincreaseof pointsis due to an
increased level gbaranod control by the regime especially in thaational and churchspheres of
life. Fewer reports of violence have been reported compared to last year.

2. Persecution engines

The persecution engines affecting Christians in UzbekistaD@tatorial paranoiaand to a lesser
extent Islamic extremismPlease note that Dictatorial paranoia in Uzbekistan is a product of the
communist past and has therefore emerged fradBommunist and Postommunist oppression

though the ideology of communism has bed#gad andburied in Uzbekistan for many years.

1 Dictatorial paranoia: No religious activities beyond staten and state-controlled institutions

are allowed. Both mainstrearotestantst Yy R WS K2 @l KQa 2 AlySaasSa

GSEGUNBYA&GAE Fralpion bwsBd Shteshdstion@di skrudtBres2 PFessure frdime

authoritiesis unlikely to dwindle agovernmentleadership is preparing for transition, taking into

I 002dzy i GKS LINBaAARSY(Qa I th& mémbpdrs oKehyprotéstarnd
church are regardedas followers of an alien sect that has only one goamelyto spy and
destroy the current political systemFrom this perspective they need to het only controlled,
but if necessary, even eradicated. Security forhage increased we-tapping in order to find

dextremistg. This has also affected believers and churches. Another strand of crackdown

involves religious education, no matter what religion is concerned.

1 Communist and postommunist oppressionThis is the historical fundaent on which the

current regime is established. Communism has no ideological contribution to support the
NBIAYSQA LI dHowieke? iyfanyl cyniror &yNéine and mechanisms derived from the
communist system are still in place in the country

Islamic extremism: Pressure on Christians coming from Islamic circles is particularly aimed at
Christian converts from a Muslim background (Muslim Background Believers, MBBs). If
indigenous people convert to Christianity, they will experience pressure and ocdasiona
physical violence from their families, friends and local community to force them to repent and
return to their former faith. Some MBBs will be locked up for long periods and be beaten. Local
Mullahs will preach against them, putting additional pressarethose MBBs. The MBBs may
eventually beexpelled from their communitiesAs a result, MBBs will do their best to hide their
faith ¢ they become sacalled secret believers.
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Context

Uzbekistan has one of the harshest dictatorships in Central Asia.ebmae will do everything
possible to stay in powet all forms of opposition and deviations from the norm will be ruthlessly
attacked. Christianity is regarded as an alien and destabilising factor. On top oMBBS
experience additional pressure frometn social and cultural environment.

Hundreds of volunteers from Uzbekistan have joined radical Muslim groupllikkeit-Tahrir, the

Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan or Islamic State. The government of Uzbekistan has managed to
expel these groups from theountry over the past decades. The May 2005 riots in Andijan provide
an example of how the regime acts against Muslim fighters.

The regime uses the existence of radical Muslims to justify its total control over society by claiming
that they are a constanthreat to the country¢ a claim that is grossly exaggerated. So far, few, if
any, jihadists have returned to Uzbekistan from the battlefields in Syria, Irag and Afghanistan.

The existing and stateecognisedslam (I will use the term official Islam for this) has beepted

and official Muslim leaders are in fact state agents. Those Muslims in Uzbekistan that feel the need
to become more serious in matters of faith are left with few options: there is monréor them in

official Islam so they have to either take up religion alone (with the constant risk of being arrested),
or to join illegal Islamic groups (with the same risk), or to leave the country (which means breaking
with the family and still facinghe risk of being arrested) or to convert to Christianity (which means
they will have to face pressure from the family and the state).

The secret police is closely monitoring all religious activities in the cogiswies have infiltrated all
religious groaps. The Russian Orthodox Church is not regarded as a threat since its members are
exclusively coming from an ethnic Russian background and there is no evangelism carried out by the
Church. Apart from this, the Uzbek regime is aware that it has to be regtyecareful in acting
against anything Russian.

All other churches are regarded as a potential threat to the stability of the country (and the regime)
because of their (assumed) evangelism among the ethnic majority of the country and are therefore
persected relentlessly. House church meetings are targeted for raids, those present will be
harassed, detained, interrogated and fined, while religious materials found on the premises will be
confiscated and destroyed. Believers are given short sentences a p tays imprisonment on
occasions. Only rarely are believers given sentences fortéongimprisonment.

Types of Christianity affected
All types of Christianity ibzbekistarexist and are experiencirgpme form ofpersecution:

1 Communities ofexpatriate or migrant ChristianaViost of the expatriate groups will be focussed
internally and hadly be involved in evangelism.

9 Historical Christian communitiesThe Russian Orthodox Church has accustomed itself to the
limitations provided by the governemt and is therefore more or less left undisturbed. Services
may be monitored, but they are conducted unhindered and members can meet without fear of
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arrest. However, the printing or importing of Christian materials and the immigration of foreign
workers ae all restricted.

Christian convertsfrom a Muslim background (MBB&gar the brunt of the persecution in
Uzbekistan. Apart frorsuffering at the hands ahe state, they are also under strong pressure
from family, friends and community. And for thethe latter isby far the more powerful.
Nonttraditional protestant churcheselonging toBaptists, Evangelicals and Pentecostaésthe
second group to be persecuted, and then especially those who have not been registered. They
suffer from many raids, threat arrests, and fines

5. Spheres of life and violence

Number of points

T

16
14
12
10

o N B~ O 0

1

Explanation ofpersecution @ttern: Thepersecution patterrior Uzbekistan presents the scores

for Dictatorial paranoiaand Islamic extremismThe average score over the first five blocks
(13.413), showig the pressure on Christians, is slightly higher than last year (12.995). The score
for the violence block is lower: from 4.074 (WWL 2015) to 2.778. This suggests that either the
number of violent incidents has decreased (which does not seem very liketiiat believers

have become more afraid to report incidents. As tpersecution patternbelow shows,
persecution is strongest in tharivate, national, andchurch spheresThis is typical for a situation

in whichDictatorial paranoids the leading persgition engine. Pressure froiglamic extremism

is present mostly in therivate, family and community spheresnd is exerted by the social
environment, whileDictatorial paranoiag the pressure from the regime is felt mostly in the
private, nationalandchurch spheres

Persecution pattern

15,968
1 14,849
13,915
i 13,413
11,537
i 10,796
i 2,778
Private Family Community National Church Violence

Spheres of life
(Please note: The numbers above are liged to three decimal placeShey are not to be read as thousands.)

Private sphere:Conversion is the issue that triggers the fiercest reaction from the social and
cultural environment. It is regded as a shame and an affront to the honour of the family. As it
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creates social unrest, it is also high on the radar of the state and its agents. As a result, not only
converts are under pressure at this point, but also those Christians active in egamgel
Neighbas will go tothe police if they see that you worship at home. In some areas, it is even
illegal to own a Bible, elsewhere you can own only one Bible. Christians have been imprisoned
for owning a Bible.Nonrecognized Christian denominations ao®nsidered illegal. Thus,
members othese denominationsvho possess Christian materiaigur particularrisk. Revealing

the Christian faith(e.g. by displaying Christian symbatsalsorisky. This has two fate MBBs

who reveal their new faith wilhistantly draw the ire of their family, friends and communiyd

other Christians will immediately be suspected of evangelsinstate media are under state
control - these are inaccessible for Christians. Internet access goes via state ISPs and is also
under surveillance. Some sites are blocked. On top of this: Internet access in the countryside is
difficult. Satellite TV is not prohibite@hristianscan watch for example channel CNL (Russian
Christian &levisionstation). Not only is it riskyfor a cawert to talk about his new faith with
members of the familythe same goes for members of traditional churches who have converted

to neo-Protestantism, though this is far lesgute The pressure in this case is bigger when
dealing with noafamily guestsNon-Orthodox Christians are always risk government harassment
and disruption when meeting with other Christians, as it is consideredlegal activity not
sanctioned by the government. Christians are known to face governmental raids, property
confiscation, and beatings for meeting "illegalli?tactically all pastors and lay leaders are being
watched. The same goes for conveltbouse arrests are quite common for MB8the family

will use this to put pressure on them to recant their new faith.

Family sphere:MBBs can experience problems when trying to register births, deaths and
marriages at the local council, as these are often made up of Muslims from the local community.
Officially, baptisms are not forbidden. But local authorities will rifeee in any gathering of
unregistered group. The pressure oMBBsnot to go throughwith baptism is immense, as it is
often regarded as the ultimate sign that one has left Isldinere are examples of Christian
burials being denied by local officials.Uzbek familiesrelatives (grandfather, grandmother for
example) may force an MBBo go to the mosque, despite the fact that the parents are
ChristiansAs in the Soviet Union, at all levels of education, students are forced to attend special
lectures inwhich theyare informedabout the "dangers of religious sect&¥. about the dangers

of evangelical Christians and other religious minorities. These lectures are held in schools about
once every two monthsBecause of the constant propaganda against tsem the media
schools and colleges, young people are often hostile against the childresvarfgelical
Christians. It is hot uncommdor insults and even beatinge be motivated by religious hatred.
There are cases where sposshave beerforced to ek refuge inanother country. In such

casss, the family is separated for a long timdBBsare quite frequentlyput under house arrest

and kept apart from others. Irhts isolation they are pressued to recant their new faith and
return to Islam.Therehave beencases where spouses or husbarae put under pressure to
divorce.

Community sphereThreats and obstructionsnay cometo Christiansfrom more than one
source. First of all, converts have to face pressure from their relatives and community, but other
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Christians (especially those active in evangelism) will also have to face threatshizdorcal
community andfrom authorities (i.e.the threat of imprisonment). Two groups are responsible

for the surveillance of Christians: the relatives/community (as a form of social control), but also
the authorities at various level§&enerallyspeakingjn Uzbek culturet is not customary to ask

the opinion of the bride if she wants to marry. Therefoagforced marriagefor a Christian is
nothing unusual. Official celebrations and meetings in schools, institutes, workplaces are
obligatory for all workers/studentsincludirg ChristiansThere have been reports of Christians,
particularly MBBs being forced to participate in Islamic rituafSonversion is viewed as both
religious and ethnic betrayal and therefore faces sharp persecu@ibiidren of Christiansill be
ridiculed and sometimes excluded from higher educati®hen people realg that their
employee is an active Christian they can fire him on the spot. Economic opportunities are limited
for non-Orthodox ChristiandviBBsin particular face severe economic conseqces as one part

of the larger persecution against them. The N&3bek Intelligence Service) are known to
blackmail Christian owners of shops. As a result, many shop owners will avoid retheslithgy

are believersChristians ardrequently fined for an endless list of offences: meeting illegally,
possession of religious literature, having Christian songs on their smartphones, etc. Even
technically legal groupssiichas Baptists) face this persecutioWhen meetings or houses are
raided, all those pres# will be interrogated- often very harshly. But known believers will be
required to go to the local police station from time to time just to intimidate théhit becomes
known that a person has converted to Christianity lots of pressure will be exertddm/her.

The new believer will have to face beatings, house arrest, and occasionally ostracism.

National sphere The state is officially secular and is attacking those churches that endanger
social peaceThe constitution and some laws provide foligious freedombut not without
serious restrictionsConscription to military service is compulsory: all citizens 18 years of age
(male and female) have to join the military for a conscript service obligatichmonthsg no
alternative is possiblelhestate is monitoring active pastors. As there are regular checkpoints all
over the country, some of the pastors who the state is interested in will be stoppitidens
need an exit visa to leave the countignd on occasiofhristiansare refusedsuch visa. Known
believers will never get position in state employmenfThey may even be fired when it becomes
known that they are believersAs this will draw unwanted attention, most businessmen will
refrain from making it known that they are Christidxpresing Christian views in public is very
dangerous for the noi®rthodox with threats of reprisals from both the government and the
local Uzbek community. The level of persecution is so intense that converts arOrtiaydox
must keep their religion effective secret,sinceany public expressions of their religiomay be
perceived by the government as proselytizatittris completely impossible to establi€hristian

civil society organ&ions or political parties in the countrthe regime will notolerate it at all.
Statecontrolled and statdnfluenced media encourage prejudice against certain minority
religious groups, at times accusing missionaries of posing a danger to society and sowing civil
discord.The statecontrolled mediaregularlyproduce reporsin which evangelical Christians are
slandered and attackedBillboards, leaflets and other public information about the danger of
sects andmissionariesappearedin the north of the country. Many churches avoid using
Christian signs, in order farevent conflicts. As Christians are directly targeted by the authorities
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(as well as well as the local Uzbek population regardidB9 it is inherently dangerous to
publicly display your religion. For the many churches deemed illegal/unregisteredikévisse
inherently dangerous to display religious symbdiair trials do not occur in Uzbekistan. The
judiciary is not independerand the nternational monitoringof court cases involving Christians
facesmany politicahurdles

Church sphere:Gatheings of believers are frequently hindered and raided. It is almost
impossible to register as a churgHor the past 15 years not a single church has been registered.
All religious activities are closely watched and spies have infiltrated almost all ghoispalmost
impossible to get permission to build new churches, and maintenance of exitifdinigs is
made very difficult (except for the Russian Orthodox Church). Only theefgistered churches
may organie activities inside their premises; actigs outside these premises are forbidden.
Administrative Code Article 240 ("Violation of the Religion L@ating from 1998) Part 1 lans:
"Carrying out of unauthored religious activity, evasidoy leaders of religious orgaamitons of
registraton of the charter of the organation, the unauthorized organaion and conduct of
worship by relgious ministers, and the orgaatizon and conduct of special children's and youth
meetings, as well as vocational, literature and other study groups not reladingotship”. A
2003 decree restricts the activities of faittased NGOs, and the law prohibits "actions aimed at
converting believers of one religion to another (proselytizing) as well as any other missionary
FOGAGAGRE ¢ | v Rl MligidusnatenalSneed Bhe2sybjedted to the government
for permission.Religious training is prohibited in Uzbekistarhere have been several verified
cases of pastors being directly targetied leadngillegal/unregistered churche$®astors and lay
leaders hae been insulted, beateand humiliated at thér place of work or studyAll Christian
materials must be cleared by the committee for religious affdirgoractice this means that all
importing, printing, and distribution is blockeld.is forbidden to openly sell religious materials in
Uzbekistan without state approvalll media are stateontrolled amd inaccessible for religious
groups. It is impossible to open and run Christian orgations, institutions and schools.
Charitable work is highly restricted, only the Russian Ortbedhurch may orgamzhis. Foreign
missionary activity is forbidden: 2003 decree of the Cabinet of Ministers outlining a change in
registration requirements for NGOs restricted the activities of thi#ked entities, and the 1998
Religion Law prohibits "actions aimed at converting believers of one religion into another
(proselytizing) as well as any other missionary actividhtistians cannot speak out against their
persecutors when they are state agsnt

Violence: Persecution irJzbekistan seems not to be very violent, but this is mainly due to the
fact that believers are afraid to report about incidents for fear of repercussions. At least one
home church was damaged when police raided it. At lea§ihistians were detained, while
another 3 were serving sentences in jail. We know of at least 12 Christians who were physically
harassed either by police or Muslim families. At least 2 further properties of Christians were
damaged. At least two MBBs had ftee their homes and go into hiding due to pressure from
their families.
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6. Future o utlook

The question of who will succeed the aging president Islam Karimov will have to be answered soon,
but at present, it is considered a taboo issue. Experts say thah&amill be succeeded by another
communist veteran, which would mean that for Christians little (if anything) will change.

Governmental bodies (police, secret serviceshalla (community council) etc.) will continue to
monitor religious activities by vanis means (bugging homes, tapping phones, infiltrating groups
etc.) and to visit church services. Raids on Christian gatherings, confiscation of religious materials,
interrogation and detention of believers will continue.

Pressure on and violence againsBBk from family, friends and community will continue, if not
increase. There is a constant threat that radical Islamic groups such as Islamic Movement of
Uzbekistan and Islam Jihad Union may become active in Uzbekistan. There is also a possibility of
renewed violence by radical Muslims in the Fergana Valany people in Uzbekistan believe this

will happen straight after Karimov will be succeeded.
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Kenya z Rank 16

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the World Watch List
With a score 068 points, Kenyaranks 16 on World Watch List (WWL) 2016. Last,yamya had
beenthe highest riser on th&VWL 2015 jumping 15pointsto a score of 63 and ranked 1%he
increase in score this year is mainly explainedheyl¢vel offaith-relatedkillings that has resulted in
an intensification othe pressure Christians experientethe majority of the countryThe killing of
147 Garissa University students is one of the incidents that shook the country and the world.

2. Persecution engines
The persecution engines affecting Christians in Kenyasimic extremismand to a lesser extent
Tribal antagonism Secular intolerancend Organized corruptiomnd crime

9 Islamic extremismt Even though Kenya is a majority Christiemuntry (with 82% of the
populationbeing Christian)islamic extremisns the main persecution engine. Approximat&
15%o0f the Kenyan population is Muslim, of which the majority is Suftme Muslim population
is mainly located in thenortheastern aul coastal areas of Kenya, bidsalso spread over other
parts of the country,and has begun to rgpond to perceived disenfranckiment in Kenyan
society. Inspired by radical Islamic influences spilling over from Somalia, Muslim politicians,
representing Muslim dominated constituencies in Kenylaave an agenda to eliminate the
Church from thé constituencies. The northeastern part of the country is also highly affected by
Islamic extremismRadical Muslims living in Kenya, together witilitants crossinghe border
from Somaliaare severely persecuting Christiaasd responsible for the killing of hundreds of
Christians solely for their faith.

9 Tribal antagonism Kenya is homéo more than forty tribes. In the northeastern part of the
country, Islamic exremismand Tribal antagonisngo hand in handin this context, persecution
mainly comes when members of the tribes convert to Christiamity it can also be seen at the
national level where politicians ammphasizingraditional values and beliefs. Fexample, this
has beernthe case concerninthe Kenyan law that allows polygamy. The law does not even give
GGKS NARIKG G2 O2yasSydaé F2NIF FANRG 6AFS Ay (K
or wives.Asno Christian denomination allows pglgmythis mightwell lead to divorcen many
cases Thus, the law certainly weakens the values and principles of Christianity, and eventually
causes thalisintegraton of Christian families.

1 Secularintolerance This is a new factoemergingin Kenyansociety.Within the framework of
the new constitution,the government is pushingts policieson public institutions and civil
societies.Some of the policies, for example in education and family planning, do not take the
issue of religion into account.
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9 Organizedcorruption and crime In Kenya, corruption is rampant. According to Transparency
LYGSNYFGA2Y T Q&4 Odz2NNByid O2NNHzZLIWiA2Yy AYRSEX YSy
there are reports that Kenyan soldiers fighting in Somalia are paatioigp in smuggling charcoal
and sugar and making profits of millions of dollars a year. There are also local reports that
suggest aBhabaab managed to carry out the deadly attacks at Garissa University by paying
bribes to security officials for importingveapons and ammunition. Furthermore, in the
northeast there are reports about-&habaab and its supporters earning fortunes by importing
sugar and other goods via the port of Kismayo by paying millions of Shillings to public officials. It
is in this contat that the persecution of Christians must be seen-opted officials do not take
measures against those who persecute Christians, and this in turn encourages further acts of
persecution.

3. Context
It must first be emphasized thdahe persecution due tddamic extremisncontainselement of
ethnic cleansing but there are everal other factorsthat are relevantfor understandng the
persecution dynamicgoing on in the backgrounid Kenya society To begin with, Kenya has a very
complex ethnic compositiowhichis always at play in everyday politics in the country. Next, Kenya
is a country with a&Christianmajority and a considerably smaller Muslim population. Approximately
82% of the Kenyan population perceive themselvas Christian, while approximatel§0-15%is
Muslim. Yet, this Muslim minority has become politically active and powerful in many sectors in the
O2dzy G NB © h yré&sengddy poitiesf RddérsieputypresidentWilliam Rutois currently on
trial at the International Criminal Court ithe Hagudor masterminding the posglection violence
during the 20078 Kenyan general elections. In addition, KegyHersfrom periodic outbursts of
ethnic and tribal violence. Often this has a political dimension; the violent aftermath of the electio
(which werewidely believed to be rigggdn 200708 is a good example.

Another factor for understandng the current persecution dynamics in Kenyathe role religion
plays.Until fairly recently, Kenya t&no history of intefreligious conflict. Christians and Muslims
appeaed to co-existin relative peaceThis has completely changed in the last couple of years.
Especially the northeast and coastal regions have become spguottof radical Islamic activity
which is main factor underlying the faitielated violenceKenya shares a long border with Somalia,
and is affected by its lack of sustainable peace and stalftlisthermore,the Kenyan armed forces
are involved in Somalialarge numbers of refugeesdm different neighboring countries, including
Somala, are currently finding refuge in Keny@n the political frontKenya held a referendum in
2010 that approved new constitution witha new structure of governmenOver the past year, the
government las also stepped upnplementing its intolerant secularism without giving space and
freedom to Christians. In this regard, the government is devising policies and implementing them
even though some of the policies might contradict some of the pillars atiémr tenets. A classic
example would behe education curriculum, genddrased policy and other policies that would
require churches to either bend or breaklso important is the level of corruption in Kenya. In
Kenya, corruption in public institutions rampant, and its effect on protecting citizens is massive.
Last, but not least, the Mombasa Republic@ouncil (MRCa groupworking forthe secession of
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northeasern and coastal Kenya)as beenlinked to terrorist groups likel-Shabab by Kenyan
authorities. Many churches were destroyed in the coastal region, and many Christians were forced
to leave the arealt is the cumulative effect of this complex situation thetsled to theincrease of
Keny®2a a02NB AYy 22 Hamc®

Types of Christianity affected
Kenyais home tothree types of Christianity:

9 Historical churchesThis church type can be found in many parts of the country. The persecution
they face and the intensity of the persecution depend on igions in whiclhthey live. In areas
where Islam isddominant, the persecution is fronslamic extremismand the intensity is very
high.

1 Converts (especially Muslim Background Believers, MBBEse Christians ammainly found in
Muslim dominated areas, which are the areas in tiwtheast and along the ceé (including
Mombasa). In generaMBBsface different persecution dynami¢e those Christians belonging
to the othertwo categories

1 Nontraditional protestant communities (e.g. pentecostal and charismatithurche$: Non
traditional protestant churches can be found throughout the countfhis groupis the most
active type of Christianity in the country and as a result, it faces severe forms of persecution.

Spheres of life and violence

1 Explanation ofpersecution pattern The persecuion patternfor Kenyapresents the scores for
Islamic extremismTribal antagonismSecular intolerancand Organized corruption and crime
The average score over the first five block2.233, showing the pressure on Christians, is
considerablyhigher than last year 10.094. The score for the violence block is lower: from
12.963 (WWL 2015) going down to 7.222, notwithstanding the high number of Christians killed.
(The high number of Christians killed did not directly push up the scosedi@nce becase the
score for violence is a result of 12 questions. High numbers in the question related to Christians
killed, only count for 1/3, whereby 10 or more killings already produce the maximum amounts of
points for that question.)The increase in persecutigmessure is evident in all thepheres of life
but highest in thefamily and national spheresThe data suggest that the hostile atmosphere in
the country (caused by the atrocities of the Islamic terrorists in northeastern and coastal Kenya)
has had aremendous ripple effect on Christian communities throughout the country.h&s t
persecution patterrbelow shows persecution is strongest in tHfamily sphere, followed by the
communityand private spheresThis is typical for a Christian majority countmywhich Islamic
extremismis a powerful persecution engine.
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Persecution pattern
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(Please note: The numbers above are ligpd to three decimal placeShey are not to be read as thousands.)

9 Private sphereln the context ofislamic extremisimMBBsface the increased pressure mainly,
but not exclusively, in th@rivate sphee of life For example, for those in the predominantly
Muslim northeasérn and coastal region of Kenya, converts will face the risk of deadly attacks if
they reveal their conversn.

1 Family sphere At a family level, persecution is intense for MBBs, although all types of
Christianity face some level of persecution. Denying places for burial, forced marriage, harassing
children of Christians are some of the common problems.

9 Community sphere In areas where Muslims are the majority, the community life for Christians is
much more difficult than in other areas. The main drivers behind this persecution are primarily
direct family members or members of the extended family (for MBB8}) also norChristian
religious leaders and ethnic group leaders.

1 National sphere Persecution in the national sphere of life is common to all types of Christianity.
The drivers underpinning these processes are government officials, political paitiesa
Muslim affiliation and the nexus of religious leaders and their followers (i.e. fanatical movements
involving ordinary people). The role @Fganized corruption and crimi this sphere of life is
also visible.

9 Church sphereChurch life in Kenya is significantly affected by the persecution dynamics

particularly in areas wheréslamic extremisms a problem. As a result, building a church or
gathering for activities in a church has become dangerous. The combined influetsianait
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extremism Tribal antagonismSecular intolerancend Organized corruption and crimfeas made
church life more complicated than in previous years. The existen@egafnized corruption and
crimehas handicapped public institutions to protect Chass.

1 Violence The level of violence, especially in the form fagkated killings, was high in the
reporting period. Hundreds of Christians were killed at the hands of IslamistseXxample, 28
Christians were killed on a bus from Mandera on 22 Ndwm2014. 36 Christian quarry workers
were killed in Mandera on 2 December 2014; 147 Christian university students in Garissa were
killed on 2 April 2015, and 14 Christian quarry workers were killed in Mandera on 7 July 2015.

az2ai0 2F (KSAS Ad@NB: a$BsOMyBAY YR [/ KNRAAGAI ya

separating them from Muslims.

Future outlook

In the reporting period, faithelated killings increased sharply. Theseno hope that the Kenyan
government can keep Kenyan Christians safe. Thisnainly due to the fact that there is
institutionalized corruption in the countrynithe case of most incidentqroper investigations by
police were not conductedt KS / KNRaGAlYy &aSOiA2ya 2F Ywyel Qa
Muslim communitiesdo not clearly condemn the violence against Christidnghe coming year(s),

if there is no solution to the blatant violence that has been claiming the lives of Christians, then
some Christians might well be tempted to use force to defend themselvesfulitire outlook can

be summarized as follows: 1) It is likely that Islamists will continue targeting Christians in the
country. 2) The relationship between Christians and Muslims is likely to further deteriordi#d)
antagonism Seular intoleranceand Organized arruption and crimeare likely to become even
stronger.
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India z Rank 17

Reporting periodl November 201431 October 2015

1. Position on the World Watch List
With a score 068 points Indiaranks17 on the World Watch ListWWL)2016. InWWL-2015, India
ranked 21 with a score of62 points. The increas®f points is due to an increased levelf
persecution in every sphere of life, but most of all in the level of violence. By far the biggest
persecution stems from Hindu radicals,thviMaoists and Muslims adding to the pressure in the
background.

2. Persecution engines
The persecution engines affecting Christians in IndieRai@ious nationalisrand to a lesser extent
Islamic extremismand Communist andoostCommunist oppressior-urttermore, Christians are
facing corruption daily, but this does not especially target them.

1 Religious nationalismThe assertiveness of all kinds of Hindu organizations has increased over
the years. They claim that India belongs to Hinduism and that otlagions should be driven
out of the country. Radical Hinduism is by far the main persecutor in India. It is vocal,
omnipresent and very violent. To this adds persecution from the various other radical groups
such as:
o Radical Buddhists in Ladakh and Neddusm in Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh.
o Radical Sikhs in Punjab.

1 Islamic extremism:There are severatadical Islamic groups that are active in Jammu and
Kashmir and Assam and recently Ae@mahas announced their activities in Assam, Gujarat and
other places as welln the regions where Muslims form the majority of the populati@ng(
Jammu and Kashmiest BengalChristians are being persecuted by Muslims.

1 Communist and postommunist oppession The Maoist movement in India, a.k.a. Naxalites,
originated in 1967 but has onlgecently been classified a& seriousproblem by the Indian
government. The existence of the Naxalites can be seen as a reaction to the static society as it is
defined by the caste system. Naxalites control large areas in the poorer states (Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Bihar etec a.k.a. the Red Corridpand they carry out military actions and attacks
against government buildingsnd railways.In these areas several thousands of Christiazse
been displaced from their villages in last few yeaf®e number of incidents of religious
persecution throughMaoist activity is still relatively low, bubhey do launch attacksagainst
Christianswhen they are suspicious that some Christians coulda¢iéng asinformers forthe
police

1 Organizd corruption and crimeCorruption is omnipresent in India. If you miao get things
done, paying bribes is inevitablé.is not specifically targeting Christians.
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3. Context
India is a mixture of cultures, ethnicities, and languages. It is densely populated as well: according to
the 2016 UN statistics, the country had appéation of 1,326,802,000people ¢ second only to
China.

¢tKS OSyilidiNARSaQ 2fR OFIaaGsS aeaiasSy Aa a2 RSSLX e &
impossible to get rid of it. Even belief systems that do not acknowledge the caste system but
doctrinally teach the equality of human beings are marred by the same system they fight against.

Islam, Sikhism and Christianity are examples of this. Although the government has outlawed it, the
system continues to haunt the nation of India and the atrocities oa tbwer castes and

dzy 1 2 dzZOKI 6t Sa o5FftAdGa FYR ¢NAOIfao O2ylGAydzsSe { S

Since May 2014 India is being governed by a Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government, led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. As a result, radiddinduism, which was already present under the
previous government, has increased steadily. While the level of intolerance increased, and
minorities were constantly attacked, the central government refused to speak out against the
atrocities ¢ thus further encouraging the radical Hindus to step up their actions. The level of
impunity has gone up markedly.

Ly GKS &4SO2yR KIfF 2F Hn@2aYAKRSD: | QlyRIdiaA Ty dzy IOKIS R
designed to lure Muslims and Christians back to the Hindli faéveral huge campaigns have been
held in which hundreds of people returned to Hinduism.

At the same time, efforts to impose antonversion legislation at the national level have been

started by BJP parliamentarians. At present, such legislation exiggsat provincial level (in 5

states). It is worth noticing that this kind of legislation is targeting the conversion away from
Hinduismony¢SFF2Nlia Ay (GKS 20KSNJ RANBOGA2y02IYNE 320 NE

4. Types of Christianity affected

All types of Christianity exist Indiaand are experiencingome form ofpersecution:

1 Communities of expatriate or migrant Christianhereare several of these groups active in
India. It is not only westerners living in India whave their own congegations, but also
refugees. One example is the Afghan community that has a congregation in New Delhi. Most of
the time, these congregatiordo not draw the ire of theradicalHindus in India There arégwo
reasonsfor this: they have a very distinct etimmmembership, and thegre notvery active in
outreach among Indian nationals

I Historical Christian communitiesThe members of these churches have been Christians in India
for many centuries. The first of them came to India in the third century. Thibeés the Kerala
Mar Thoma Church was established. These types of churches are not growing very fast because
they are hardly active in outreachthey merely serve their own communities. Still, even this
group of Christians is attacked by radical Hindus whandalize churches, Jesus statues, grottos
and crucifixes.
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Christian converts Christian converts from a Hindu Background (HBBs) bear the brunt of the
persecution in India. These believers are facing harassment on a daily basis and are constantly
under pressure to return to Hinduism. They are often beaten up, hospitalized, sometimes even
killed. They live mostly in the countryside, where they have to face societal pressure from family,
friends, community and local Hindu clergy, but also from radical dindu

Nontraditional protestant churches(e.g. consisting of Baptists, Evangelicals and Pentecostals)
are regarded as the secommain target by radical Hindus because of their involvement in
outreach activities and conversion. Apart from the converts themselvespratestant groups
facethe mostdaily attacks.

5. Spheres of life and violence

Number of points

T
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Explanation ofpersecution @ttern: The persecution patterrfor India presents the scores for
Religious nationalismslamic extremismand Communist and postommunist oppressianThe
average score over the first five blocks (10.856), showing the pressure on Christians, is
comparable to last year (10.129). The recéor the violence block is even higher than last year:
from 10.926 (WWL 2015) to 13.334. This rise reflects the fact that radical Hindus have stepped
up their attacks to an even higher level than in the previous year. As the central government
under Prine Minister Narendra Modi abstains from speaking out against these attacks, the level
of impunity increases, which makes radical Hindus feel increasingly justified to carry out their
attacks. As thepersecution patternbelow shows, persecution is evenly tdisuted over all
spheres of life. Christians in India cannot feel safe anywhere.

Persecution pattern
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Spheres of life

(Please note: The numbers above are igpd to three decimal placehey are not to be read as thousands.)

Private sphere Conversion is not only socially opposed busoaby law. Currently, anti
conversion laws are in force in five states: Orissa, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Himachal
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Pradesh, and Gujarat. In Arunachal Pradesh and Rajasthan, the laws have been passed but not
yet implemented. In Tamil Nadu the law wassped but later repealed. The BJP has made no
secret of its desire to bring a natiamide anti conversion law. What is also remarkable is that in
states where there is no antionversion law, like Maharashtra, Jharkhand ,atds deemed to

be in force adar as ground reality is concerned. Similarly in Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh,
even though the amendments to make the existing law stronger are not in force hsilare
deemed to be in forceBelievers active in outreach (ngwotestants and converts) are often
monitored. They are often attackeat worship, everwithout any provocation. Therefore, many
worshipin home groups only. And if this getaown, they can be raided by nestate actors.
When believers are suspected of oedch activities, their homes are often raided by both nion
state actors and police if they receive a complaint. Materials found are destroyed or confiscated.
Identifying oneself as a Christian can be risky for Dalit Christiathsalso through social media
vicious threats are commonplacén the countryside, open signs of a different faith than
Hinduism (or Islam), will stimulate aggression as it will automatically be linked to evangelism or
conversion.There is no government censorship of online Christiaterial at all. However, in

the countryside HBBsmay find it difficult to access Christian media in the presence of otials
persecution starts mostly with immediate family membeBue to the propaganda against
Christiangi.e. that they seek to conug others using money or forgefaith is almost always an
uneasy topic. While it would not result in violence in most cases, the possibility is high in areas
where the influence ofadicalHinduws is high.It can result inthe severing of ties by extended
family membersPrivate meetings for worship activitiege not safe.Throughout the country

local intelligence monitors all Christian activithepolicehave to be informed of meetings likely

of havingabove average attendanceven thoughthis is not sipulated by law. There has also
been evidence that digital surveillance has been carried out for Christian leddesse have

been cases dfiBBavho were put under house arrest. Although this happéneural and semi

urban area most often, instances dhe same have also bee@aportedin metropolitan cities like
Delhiand Mumbai.

Family sphereNot only babies oHBBsut converts themselves are registered as Hindus during
the census. When indicated otherwighe authoritiesrequestbaptism certificaés, even though

this is not stipulated by law. It is quite difficult for converts and n&votestants to hold a
Christian wedding in their localitiesrdidicalHindu groups are active there, as such a ceremony

is seen as assertion of Christian identitydaometimes even an attempt to convert Hindus. This

is particularly the case iareas where only house churches or f@otestants exist. Baptisms

have been repeatedly hindered in villages, small towns and occasionally even in cities, especially
at massreligious conventions or evangelistic and healing conventidhere have been cases
reported fromnorth andcentral India of funerals of Christian converts being targetedduljcal
Hindws. In some cases thdgrce family memberdo cremate the person aceding to Hindu rites

even though a certificate of baptism is produced. Christians cannot azltfurenas per law.

Most Christian parentgishing to adopt make use tiie Juvenile Justice Act which is more of a
loophole than law. Christian children habeen subjected to Yoga arfsurya Namaska(Sun
Worship) at most major schools. Attendance is compulsory. This is true on an all India basis.
Persecutiorby family membersis very commonparticularly in the form ohouse arrest for girls
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These incidentsra never reported in main stream media. There have been instances in which
HBBs have been attacked by their own parents drtths been alleged thadome have even
been killed by their parentdJnder Hindu personal laws, conversion to another religiomes af

the valid grounds for divorcdhe HinduSuccessiorAct of 1956 states that if a relative converts
from Hinduism, he or she is still eligible for inheritanetawever, he descendants of that
converted relative are disqualified from receiving inhante from their Hindu relatives, unless
they have converted back to Hinduism before the death of the relative.

Community sphere:Threats and obstructions for faith relatedeasons have increased in
intensity through the various hate campaigasd re-conwersion movements across the country;
this has become part of everyday life for all types of Christisiisen converts try to withdraw
themselves from standard religious/community practices, fhigvokes aggressiomhe Sangh
Parivar(a radical Hindu orgamation)is known to monitor Christians at all levels. Several new
Hindu groups are also active in monitoring through their local chaplieiseveral states of India
Christians from the former untouchable castes suffer from being hindered in sharing waitgm
resources like the community wehristians who are part of a Hindu community cannot escape
from certainobligations or standardtual practices. They face pressure to continue to take part.
Pressure to renounce the Christian faitbmesfrom all the sides and is done very systematically;
Hindu fundamentalig threaten believerswith physical harmand Hindu prests try to
indoctrinate Christiansby broadcastingloud chanting and worship in the community. The
governmentalsocurtails benefts to the believers. Thikasbecome very common and extreme

in both rural and urban areag)ver the last year a rigorouse-conversion movementas
launchedand hundreds of poor Christians across the country are being forcefully converted to
Hinduism. Sccial discrimination (sometimes organizedis very common against Christian
employees both in the government and at the private secterg. pomotions are denied for
frivolous reasonsChristians are discriminated against not by law bufpractice concening
loans subsidies and government schemes. In rural areas being a Christian can deprive one of all
benefits that a government scheme brings. In Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh name tags
indicating one is a Christian (with the suffix Isai) are given tot@mssensuring that they do not

get benefits. The corruption in the system makes it woiShristians are fined by the village
council panchayaj and failure to produce the fine have even resulted in rapes in the past. This
takes place mainly in rural d&tgs and many cases are not reportdtastors and missionaries
visiting churcheshave been routinely questioned by the poli¢eogether with hosts and
participants) This is especiallfommonin villages and areas inhabited by tribal and indigenous
peoples groups.

National sphere:Anti-conversion laws exist and are in force in five states: Orissa, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pradesh, and Gujarat. In Arunachal Pradesh and Rajasthan, the
laws have been passed but not yet implemented. In Tamdu\the law was passed but later
repealed. These laws regulate and limit religious freedémdebate is in progress about
implementing anticonversion legislation at national level as w€lbstruction or hindrance to
register conversiono the Christian faitthappens mainly in tribal areafor instance irMadhya

Pradesh (hhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Rajasthan and Arunachal Praddsh authorities in ertain
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areasof Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Madhya Pradesh have prohitieentry of Chistian
preachers- which is against the constitution of Indidbut is happening anywayhristiansare

often discriminatedagainstwhen dealing with the authoritieand this is true foralmostall India.
Qubtle discriminationalso occursin dealing with he police, lower judiciary and government
departments in generalThere aresome Christians in public offi¢eso this is one case where
Christiansare not barred for their faithBut wherethese Christians have a boss who is a Hindu
nationalist, they may Iiss promotions. It is far worder people convelingto Christianitywhen

they work for the authorities they maywell lose their jobsAs long as Christians do not use the
opportunity to express their views in public to proclaim the Gospel, they carsxphemselves
pretty openly. After the BJP government took office in May 2014, all Christian groups and
organizations received noticagquestingdetails of their activities, including the names of all
employeesas well as those who have worked with themthe past Some minority schools have
also been asked to give the names of all Christian stud&éhts medias dominated byover 90%
Hindu high caste peopkend hasalwaysbeen biased against Christians. This is particularly true of
the local media thause local languageshich not only publish hate literature against Christians
but are also active in inciting hatred through factual misrepresentation and sensational
reportage. Christians are not the only target of hate campaigns and hate ¢tvhestims also

face it. What makes it worse is the impunity with which it is carriedaonat theutter disregard

for law. Acts of vandalism, desecration and the destruction of Christian symbols happen quite
often, mainly in rural and semirban areas. Churches armlosses have been desecrated in
Haryana, Delhi, Central India and Karnatakar Hindu politicateligious groups, targeting
independent pastors and churcletavists under the infamous "blasphemy” laws is the norm. The
Indian and Pakistani Blasphengws share a common descent from the Indian Penal Code
devised by the British colonial government in the 19th Century. The police also registeacdses
imprison pastorshut only a few have ever been sentenced to terms in prison. This is used mainly
as a coerive measure Almost no one has been punished for crimes against the Christian
communityq impunity seems to have become the narithe paralysis of ¢hcriminal justice and
police sytem is a matter of deep concern.

Church sphereChristians have beehindered regularlybe it church gatherings for worship,
private home worship or conventions. No registration is neededfdrurch. However Christian
societies andrusts under whickchurches operate are harder to register. This is because of the
infiltration of registration offices by people sympathetic to the agewndahe radical Hindus
Hindu groups monitor and disrupt Churches nearly ewday and therehave been numerous
incidents of attacks omhurches.The constructionof new churches is often metvith strong
opposition in rural and even urban areamnd thereactiors areoften violent. Another issue is
that many older church buildings cannot be renovated because of corruption and tede.
Activities outside church premises are immediatehdersbod to be efforts aiming abutreach

and conversion. It may be allowed by the authorities, but it is often not accepted by
communities andadicalHindws. IntegratingHBBSs seen as a confirmation that the church has
been active in raching out.RadicalHindus and local authorities often keep track of Christian
materials to watch if any are specifically aimed at outreach and conveiS@ninaries and Bible
schools have been attacked in the past but not to control what was being ta¥ghen
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Christians arattacked, the perpetrators often focus on the leadewsd pastors and beat them
severely to make an example of therithe dstribution of tracts and Bibles is hindered in rural
areas, and sometimes even in cities, as this is directly connected to outasmtlsonversion.

Very often when &hurch or a private prayer meeting is attacked by Hindu fundamentalists, the
police follow and arrest the Christians (not the attackers) and Bibles and other Christian material
are confiscated asproof of conversioé. In many instances cabl@V operators have been
pressured by Hindu groups to remove Christian content even as Hindu content and channels
multiply. India has not issuednissionary visas since the late 1968kt only breign Christian
missionaries are noallowed in the countrybut there are also increasing difficulties foreign

NGO workers and journaliste obtain visas.Human Right defenders and not just Christian
leaders face risks for speaking out for minority rights. Leading Christian activisDagfal has
faced multiple death threats and lost his job as a result of his advocacy.

9 Violence: Persecution inndia is extremely violent and the violence is increasing. The number
of reported incidents is incredibly high, but it should be notedtttias is just the tip of the
icebergg many incidents will not be reported in the media or be recorded by our researchers. In
the reporting period, at least 9 Christians were killed for their faith and at least 23 (house)
churches were attacked and damafyéviore than 400 Christians were detained in India. At least
3 Christians were abducted and at the very least 3 Christian women were raped. More than 350
Christians were physically attacked. At least 25 houses or properties of Christians were attacked
and damaged. At least 3 Christians were forced to flee their homes. In all cases the actual
numbers will be much higher.

6. Future o utlook
RadicaHindu attackers aréncreasingly enjoyingnpunity when they harass Muslims or Christians.
As a resultthe level offear and uncertainty among the majority of Christians in Inslismcreasing
We expect this dangerous trend (i.e. the government looking away when religious minorities are
attacked) will incite an increase in violence in the coming years.

WWUEdition2016-02-01 Pagel00



WWL 2016; LONG/ERSION OF ALL 50 COUNTRY PERSECUTION DYNAMICS

Ethiopia z Rank 18

Reporting period: 1 November 20181 October 2015.

1. Position on the World Watch List
With a score 067 points, Ethiopia rank48 on the World Watch LisfWWL)2016. On WWL 2015,
Ethiopia ranked22 with a score of & points. The increase in score is due to an increase in the
pressure on Christians in all spheres of life.

2. Persecution engines
Five persecution engines affect Christians in Ethiopitslamic extremismand Denominational
protectionism(main engines)and to a leser extentTribal antagonism Dictatorial paranoiaand
Secular intolerance.Thesefive persecution engines create a complexmixture of persecution
dynamicin the country.

1 Islamic extremism The populationis madeup of around @ per cent Christians and 3der cent
Muslims.Thelatter group isdominant in regions like Afar and Somali and some parts of Oromia
With a growingradical (or political) Islamon the local, regional and national lewelin the
background members of the various typesf Christianiy have become increasingly vulnerable to
pressurein almost allthe spheres ofife. Thisis particularly true in asternand southcentral parts
of the country where Muslims constitutdhe majority. Muslims harass Christians, and often deny
them access tacommunal resources. Furthermore, Christians are victims of violence. It is also
important to note that the situation in Somalia and Sudatwo countries where radical Islam is
growing by the day also affects Ethiopia.

1 Denominational protectionismThis is the seconchain persecution engine. For many years, the

Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC) has been seriously persecuting Christianawetbdi ranks to

join (mostly) protestant churches, or who join the renewal movements within the ED@s
persecution manifests itself in many ways. For exampl®C membersften attack reformation
groups within the EOQ:he EOC members also use their connections in government to curtail the
development of norOrthodox churches. They also lobby the governmentbting in laws that
restrict the expansion of protestant Christianity. For example, the law that governs registration
exempts the Orthodox Church from registration.

1 Tribal antagonism Since 1991, identity politiesa political discourse that has made ttué,
language, history of the tribes it centdnasdominatedall areas ofpubliclife in the country.This
has led to the search faroot and identity whereby someindividuals and groups have become
hostile to ChristianityUntil 1974,the EOC represéed the state religion.The country was then
under a communist rule from 1974 to 1991, when it veagrthrowno I FGSNJ I mT1 &SI NBEQ
different ethnic groupsThe ethnic groups werpromised respect and acknowlemgnt of their
culture and identityduring the 1991 Ethiopian Transitior@harter- a charter that was set up after
the fall of the communist regime in 199%hat was initially seeras a politically correct and right
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move by the currentegime has created a resentment towardshristianity aong some ethnic
groups. For exampleanany Oroma are increasingly interested in following the traditional belief
systemWakefeta Wakefetais both a form of cultureand religion.Other tribes also demand that
Christians particip@ in tribal clashesand they retaliate if Christians fail to do so. In some regions
like Somali and Afar, religion and tribe are so intertwined that leaving Islam is seen as leaving the
tribe.

Dictatorial paranoia This engine is ever growingven though highanking governmenobfficials,
including thespeaker of the House of Peoples Representatives (HPR) angtithe minister are
considered to begorotestants, the Ethiopian government is suspicious about religion in general and
Christians in particularFirstly, the government believes that religion organizes and assembles
people in more efficient and effective wayhan any demagogues coultt. is frightened that if
religious leaders were to organize actiagainst the government, theyoald easily brirg abouta
regime change. Secondly, the government believes finatestants especially the nottraditional

ones could be foreign agentseeking to bring about aegime change. Thirdly, the government
believes that a significant number d&OCleaders aresupporters of opposition growgp The
government has brought in laws which limit the areas of activity religious institutions can engage in.
The country ranks 142out of 180 countries on World Press Index 2015 and the Freedom House
2015 report also ratedi KS O 2 dzy ( NBn slioyf, 2nhé perFeddBich éofbChristians by the
government is intrinsically related to power.

Secular Intolerance As stated above, Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC) used to be the state
religion in Ethiopia up until 1974. In 197Ae military junta that subscribed to communist ideology

came to power and pushed religion out of the public life. In 1991, the military junta was ousted by
NEoSt TFT2NOSa | FGSNI I aS@SyiaSSy @eSINEQ 2F OAGA
government. And in 1995 a new constitution was adopted. The constitution clearly states under

FNIAOES mmY a{dGFrdGS FTyR NBtAIA2Y FNB &aSLINIGST i
interfere in religious matters and religion shall notinterfeye i & G 0S | FFF ANB PE | 2 g S
0SSy a2YS LINRof Syaod / 2y alHend dzia kedsidn ih holv segubr®sEs 0 St A

being implemented in Ethiopia to the extent that justifies asserting that the principle of secularism
is undermining fredom of religion. The ban on the establishment of broadcasting services for

religious purposes as well as the ban on religious activities within educational institutions restrict
the freedom to worship, the freedom to teach and preach @meligions

Context

Ethiopia is aountry where different persecution engines exert pressure on Christians in all spheres
of life. It isa country where the persecutordo notspeak loutly, and Christians suffer in silencehe
following points help understanthe persecuion dynamicsn Ethiopia.

To begin with, Ethiopia has a long history with Christianity and Islam. Over time, both religions have
been engagedn attemptsto expand their sphere of influence, and in a way fought many bloody
wars that involved foreign actordike Turkey, Portugal and Egy@econty, Ethiopia has many
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tribes. These are not necessarily favorable to Christiamityl in some places likihe Afar and
Somali regiongribes are interconnected with IslamThirdy, the ruling party has closed all possible
avenues for freedom of expression and assembly, &ad also tried to control all religious
institutions in a bid tocurb dissent.In 2009, the government enacted a law that limits freedom of
religion, associationexpression and assembly. As per the law, Christian charities could no longer
raise money from abroad and work on human rights issues, conflict resolution or democracy related
issues. The ruling party tightened its grip on power by claiming to have @@¥ bf the seats in

the parliament during the May 2015 elections. Prime minster Hailemariam Desalegn seems to have
ignored all the calls for reform from the international community regarding giving space for civil
society, freedom of the press and so fartBespite this, Ethiopia remains one of the main
destinations for international aid.

The fourth point is the ongoing narrativeoncerning theEOC. The EOC targgi®testants and
reform-oriented groups within th&eOd0dtself. Thids mainly orchestrated bgroups offanaticsin the

EOC. Through their magazine, website and newspaper, these fanatic groups use inflammatory
rhetoric against rotestantg®vangelicals usingexpressions lik@newcomers, the défalse prophet,
oMenafikaré (deniers of Virgin Mary andthe sints) and other words to portray
protestantsfevangelicals as nebelievers or false believers. It is believed tliae protestant
communityis growing at an annual rate of 6.7 percent in the country. Putting this into perspective
according to the 194 census, Christians in the country had constituted about 61.6 percent of the
total population and Muslims 32.8, animist 4.6, catholic 0.9. Back then, the Ethiopian Orthodox
Christiangamade uphalf of the Ethiopian population anithe protestants only 10 grcent. This was
found to havechangedn the 2007 censuwhich listedOrthodox churchgoeras beingd3.5 percent

of the population, protestant 18.6 percent and Muslims 33.9 percent. This swift change in
population demography has created animosity towapietestants both from EOC and Muslims.
Most of those who have beconmotestant are from the EOC.

Types of Christianity affected
In Ethiopiathree typesof Christianity are present.

9 Historical Christian communities The EOC is a typical example of tigise of Christianity. The
EOC has a massive presence in the coward/is one of the factors explaining the complexity of
the persecution dynamics in Ethiopia: as well as being persecuted itself, the EOC also plays a
pivotal role as a persecutofThis tyg of Christianity faces persecution mostly from the
government andslamic radicalismAlso n areas where tribalism is dominant, there is pressure
onthe EOC.

9 Christian onverts: This includes the Muslim background believers (MBBs)well as converts
from other Christian denominationsespecially Orthodox.It also includes converts from
traditional beliefs. @nverts in the country face persecutioma different persecution engines. In
Muslim dominated areas, MBBs face persecution mainly fiidimslims driven by family,
extended family, community leaders, and nGhristian religious leaders. In areas dominated by
EOC, the engine behind the persecution is mainly the EOC folloWersiertsalso face
persecution from the government in all parts of the countryareas with a prevalence @fibal

WWUEdition2016-02-01 Pagel03



WWL 2016; LONG/ERSION OF ALL 50 COUNTRY PERSECUTION DYNAMICS

antagonismconverts may face persecution from adherents of traditional belief systems and
Muslims seeking to force their participation in various activities.

1 Nontraditional protestant churches(such as evangelicahd pentecostal communities)rhis is
another type of Christianity with a huge presence in the country. It is also a type of Christianity
that attracts serious persecution mainly frattme government,EOCand Islam It is also growing
very fast compared to other types of Christianity.

5. Spheres of life and violence
1 Explanation ofpersecutionpattern: Thepersecution patterrior Ethiopiapresents the scores for

Islamic extremismnDenominational protectionispilribal antagonismand Dictatorial paranoia
The average score over the first five block4.987%, showing the pressure on Christians, is
significantlyhigher than last yearl0.539. The highest increase is in thationaland community
spheres followed by thechurch, privateand family spheresThe score for the violence block is
lower but still rather highfrom 8.704(WWL 2015) to D37. This suggestthat the combined
effect of the four persecution engines has led to gradually increased persecution presstire.
persecution patterrbelow shows, persecution pressure is strongest in phigate sphere The
scores in theommunityand church sphereare above average too.

Persecution pattern
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Spheres of life
(Please note: The numbers above are @igpd to three decimal placeShey are noto be read as thousands.)

i Private sphere This is the area of life where Christians suffer the most. Converts commonly
experience opposition. A field researcher noted 2 KSy A G 02YySa G2 a..axz
worse. A smooth integration of converts something uncommon in Ethiopia. Parents, members
of the family, relatives or even villagers would at least show some form of opposition to the
RSOAaAZ2Y 2F 02y @S Nashasd reporiedhat KWing Ghkidary haifegatg,é L
accessing Christn media, and meeting other Christians are difficilthen an Orthodox
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background Christian leaves the EOC and joins a protestant group (locallyReikag, family
members, priests and other fanatical groups in EOC would persecute the individual.

Family sphere Persecutionis also commornn the family sphere of life. Place of buria both
Muslim and EO@ominated areass very difficult for nofEOC Christians. In Muslim dominated
areas,children are obliged to attend Islamic schodfirthermore, children of Christians are
harassed because of the faith of their family in many parts of the country.

Community sphere In EOC majority areaprotestants and those whdave left the EOC face
serious challenges from theown family, community members as well as EOC leaders. In the
case of MBBs mosque leaders, madrassa teachers and those who assleagership
responsibilities in their community always make life diffidolt the Christians. In some places
such Christians would not be allowead $hare community resources. In other places, Christians
will be intentionally overlooked or discriminated against in employment.

National sphere At the national level, the government cearlyobsessed withrying to control

every aspect of society. festricts freedom of religion by employing restrictive civil society laws
aimed againsfreedom of expression and association. Security and adminiatissuesare used

as a reason to discourage the movement of missionaries in the country. There @ane pdsts

that indicate negligence by the government in dealing with violence against ChrisD#ney.
persecution engines also use their influence in the government to affect Christians. For example,
in some regions the schools system and court system designed in a way that affects
Christians negatively.

Church sphereOne of the problems affectinthe Church is registration. The government does
not require or enforce registratiofior the EOC(or the Muslim community, however, other
Christians areequired to register to operate legally. it also reportedhat some EOC affiliated
officials monitor noAREOC Christians. In Muslim majority areas, speaking against instigators of
persecution has become risky; as a result, many church leaders do nottevapeak openly
againstperpetrators Furthermore, in Muslinrdominated areas MBBs would hide their faftr

fear of attack

Violence Looking at the persecution pattern above it can be seen that the violence score has
decreased slightly compared to last year. But there were nevertheless many violent incidents.
According to a report by one field researcher, there were 135 incidentseimeporting period.

Of these, according to field researchers, the persecution engisksnic extremismand
Denominational protectionisnii I { S (0 KS {Iskdiy &tiemisnias N&ponsible for
around 50%of the incidentsand Denominationaprotectionsmfor about25% ofthe incidents.
ThreeChristiars were killed. Various churchesere damagedand there were violent attacks on

the property of Christiangoo. Through this somé&hristians were forced to leave their homes
and/or go into hiding.
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Future o utlook

The titure of the persecuted Churcim Ethiopia will be shaped by the following: first of all, the
structural nepotism and blatant discrimination that have been in place for many years will still play a
role in many ways (i.e favoring EOS&condly, the governmenactic of using one group against
another to balance the political power in the country is also another factor in the persecution
dynamics in EthiopiaFor example, the government doe®t want to take action against those
respongble for violent acts against churches and Christians (appeasenEritily, he struggle
between different denominations of Christians is also weakening the joint respon€éridtians
against persecutionin this regard, the EOC has been ruthlesslyusiog and persecitg the
protestants

Last but not leastare the regional dynamics. Ethiopia is in the Horn of Africee of the most

volatile regions on the continenSomalia andts spillover effect also affectthe lives of Christians

in Ethiopia. With more than 5 million Somalis, Ethidmés the large population afthnic Somalis
outsideSomalia. The countriedsoshare a long bordemwhichis porous Radical Muslima Somalia

always claim that Ethiopia isGhristian state and a historical enemy of Somdlkas sentiment has

been underlined by one of thmilitant leadersclaimingd { 2 YI £ A I A & colintryardzlddA ¥ | NJ
0@ I [/ KNAaidAl ywhénhEdugpieheBpEd irdtdfighiagdidaat-Shabaabn Somalialt

also has to baoted that atShabaab has threatendd attack Ethiopiaon many occasions hus, for

the coming year(s), if the core of-@habah is not broken it might carryout attacks in Ethiopia

similar to that in Kenya.

Thus, the futire will most likely look as follows: Thergecution of Christiamin general (and in
particular of protestants) will continue especially through radical MusintsEOC fundamentalists
Islamic extremismwill continue to increase posing a further thrdatthe state and Christians.
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Turkmenistan z Rank 19

Revised 22.12.2015 Reporting periodl November 201431 October 2015

1. Position on the World Watch List
With a score of66 points Turknenistanranks 19 on the World Watch List 2016. MWL 2015,
Turkmenistanranked20 with a score 063 points. Theslightincreasein scoreis due to an increased
level ofparanoid control by the regime especially in thenationaland churchspheres of lifeFewer
reports of violence have been reportedrpared to last year.

2. Persecution engines
The persecution engines affecting Christiansunkmenistarare Dictatorial paranoiaand to a lesser
extent Islamic extremismPlease note that Dictatorial paranoiaTarkmenistanis a product of the
communist pat and has therefore emerged frofTommunist andpostCommunist oppression
though the ideology of communism has bedgnad andburied inTurkmenistarfor many years.

1 Dictatorial paranoia: No religious activities beyond staten and state-controlled instituions
are allowed. Both mainstrearotestantst Yy R WS K2 @l KQa 2 AliySaasSa | NB
GSEGUNBYA&AGAE T2N GKSA N-shastiorn@di skr@tBres2Itfis viipdorhmabh 2 Y 2 d
that members of anyrotestant churchare regardedas followes of an alien sect that has only
one goal namelyto spyon and destroy the current political systemfrom this perspective they
need to benot only controlled, but if necessary, even eradicated. Security fdraesincreased
wire-tapping in order to fid dextremistg€. Thishasalso affected believers and churches. Another
strand of crackdown involves religious education, no matter what religion is concerned.

T Communist and pos€Communist oppressionThis is the historical fundament on which the
current regime is established. Communism has no ideological contribution to support the
NBEIAYSQa LJ2 dHoueke? iyfany cgniror &Néind and mechanisms derived from the
communist system are still ingite in the country

1 Islamic extremismPressure on Christians coming from Islamic circles is particularly aimed at
Christian converts from a Muslim background (Muslim Background Believers, MBBs). If
indigenous people convert to Christianity, they will esipece pressure and occasionally
physical violence from their families, friends and local community to force them to repent and
return to their former faith. Some MBBs will be locked up for long periods and be beaten. Local
Mullahs will preach against thenputting additional pressure on those MBBs. The MBBs may
eventually beexpelled from their communitiesAs a result, MBBs will do their best to hide their
faith ¢ they become sealled secret believer® phenomenon unique for Turkmenistan is that
the loal Council for Religious Affairs is headed by the local imam which puts pressure on all
Christians, but on converts most of all.
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3. Context
Turkmenistan is a quickly developing country, mostly due to enormous findings of oil and gas.
However, this is a twsided coin. On the one hand, it allows huge investments of money which is
KAIKE AIKGSR Ay NBLR2NIA (KIFIG GKS OFLMAGEE ' akK3aFol
this opportunity is that the country gets more and more dependent on the expiooil and gas and
¢ given the high level of secrecy and corruptigrand that it will only benefit a small group of
people.

People belonging to the Turkmen nation are living in many countries, rangingTuokmenistan,
Afghanistan, Iran, Northern PakistaSyria, and Iratp the North Caucasus (Stavropol Krdihere

are contacts between these groups. Apart from that, militants from Turkmenistan have become
involved in the struggle of Islamic jihadists in the Middle East (Islamic State) and the Indian
subcontinent (al Qaeda). The regime in Ashgabat fears the impact of the jihadists who return to
Turkmenistan and therefore closely monitors all religion.

The country is considered to be one of the most restrictive places in the world. There is no freedom
of information or press. It is made extremely difficult for foreigners to access the country. A new
personality cult has been started around president Berdymukhammedov. Additionally, there is a
high level of monitoring of each and every group in society (@it Christians) as well as highly
restricted access to foreign media and resources. Consequently, it is also difficult to get information
out of the country.

4. Types of Christianity affected
As a result of the huge difficulties imposed by the governmenfoogign presence in Turkmenistan
there are nocommunities of expatriate or migrant Christiaims TurkmenistanAll other types of
Christianityexist andare experiencing persecution

1 Historical Christian communitiesThe Russian Orthodox Church has aamasd itself to the
limitations provided by the government and is therefore left more or less undisturbed. Sunday
services may be monitored, but they are conducted unhindered and members can meet. Printing
or importing Christian materials and the immigratiof foreign workers are all restricted.

1 Christian convertsfrom a Muslim background (MBBs) bear the brunt of persecution in
Turkmenistan Apart from the state, they are also under strong pressure from family, friends and
community. And for them the latteis far the more powerfulbecause it dominates their
everyday life

1 Nontraditional protestant churcheshelonging toBaptists, Evangelicals and Pentecostaésthe
next mostpersecutedgroup - especially those wibh have not been registered. The Christins
suffer from raids, threats, arrests, and fines

5. Spheres of life and violence
1 Explanation ofpersecution pattern The persecution patternfor Turkmenistan presents the
scores fomDictatorial paranoiaand Islamic extremismThe average score over the first five blocks
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(13.028), showing the pressure on Christians, is a bit higher than last year (12.599). The score for
the violence block (0.926) is also higher than last year (0.185). There have been a few more
reports of raic, and pressure on Christians by the regime increased slightly. Astbiecution

pattern below shows, persecution is strongest in firévate, national, andchurch spheresThis is

typical for a situation in whiclDictatorial paranoiais the leading peecution engine. Pressure

from Islamic extremisnis present mostly in therivate, family and community spheresnd is
exerted by the social environment, whildctatorial paranoia; the pressure from the regimeis

felt mostly in theprivate, nationaland church spheres

Persecution pattern
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(Please note: The numbers above are displayed to three decimal pladmsare not to be read as thousands.)

1 Private sphere:Conversion is the issue that triggers the fiercest reaction from the social and
cultural environment. It is reayded as an affront to the homaf the family. As it creates social
unrest, it is also high on the radar of the state and its agents. As a result, not only converts are
under pressure at this point, but also those Christians active in evang®sighbas will go to
the police if they see that you worship at homEhe government pays for the information about
Christian worship in home®ll Christians reakzthat the possession of Christian materials is
punishable (because permission is needed and this is almost never granted). For converts there
is the additional risk of discovery by their relatives. Christians constantly face scrutiny,
repression, and threats fatheir religious beliefs. Displaying Christian symbols is very risky for
MBBsas tlese are consideredassigns obetrayal and there have beenreports of Christians
being forced to recantheir faith in public.All state media are under state controthese are
inaccessible for Christians. Internet access goes via bitgmet service providex (ISP)and is
also under surveillanceSome ges are blockedand, an top of this Internet access in the
countryside is difficultThe state has also banned theeuof satellite dishedt is very risky for a
convert to talk about his new faith with members of the family. This will immedtlidte linked
to shame and hong and the family will then do its utmost to have the convert return to the old
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faith. It is vew risky for Christians to speak about their faithnon-Christian guests.. There are
also reports suggesting constant monitoring by the country's secret service against Protestants
and other Christian groupglso Jehovah's WitnessgsThe level of survéance on religion in
Turkmenistan is huge, and even private meetings between Christians are monitored.

Family sphereReligious activities (including Christian celebrations such as wesjidireyunder

strict scrutiny. Only registered organizations camduct such activities and even registered
groups prefer to give the authorities advance notice of their activities in order to avoid
harassment by the secret police and others. The groups that don't have official registration are
not allowed to participag in religious activities such as baptisms. The only Christian group that
does notface such tight restrictions is the Russian Orthodox Chur8urying converts has
already led to problems in Turkmenistan. In Turkmenabad and Mary local mullahs declared tha
no MBBs could be buried at the cemetefhere is no official religious education in public and
private schools and religious education is prohibited by the governn&sttoolsare known to
arrange antiChristian lessons together with imaraad dl students must attend Islamic holiday
celebrations.Children of Christians are usually isolated frimming inwith other non-Christian
children. They are often humiliated and slandered at schools in front of all other chiliBs

can be kepunderhouse arrest by family memberd/hen one member converts, family, friends
and community will put pressure on the other half to divors#BBsin particular risk losing their
inheritance in the country.

Community sphereChristiansare reported to have ber victims of threats, harassment, sexual
attacks, imprisonment, secret police raids, and arbitrary detainment. Turkmenistan has one of
the most closed regimes in the former Soviet Uniegion and one that relies on repressive
control is complemented by opressive laws. The country's Christians are constantly under
surveillance by different state organizations including secret polleemale converts in
conservative regions run the risk of being kidnapped and married off to a MudBBscome
under strongpressure to attend noiChristian religious community events. There were also
cases of Christians who were forced to recant in mosqu@@wistians are not allowed to
participate in communal institutions, forums, events. Even events organized by Christian
religious groups are closely monitored by the state, to the point where some groups opt to
report all activities and gatherings to the authorities in advance in order to avoid unnecessary
harassment and scrutinyn the reporting period, many Christian homeserethe targets of raids
where Christians were fined for holding religious meetings even when thatnatathe case.
MBBsexperience pressure from practically everyone to return to Isldon-Orthodox Christians

are denied educational opportunities. Balers will be ridiculed and sometimes excluded from
higher educationActive Christians run a high risk of being fired from their jélihey own a
business, Christians will not make their faith public, as this could have negative impact on their
company.NornRussian Orthodox Christiamse regularly handed heavy fins. When meetings

are raided in Turkmenistanand this happens even to registered groua! those present will

be interrogated, many will be detained, many will be fined, and all mateflad will be
confiscatedlIf it becomes known that a person has converted to Christiaxlity of pressure will
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be exerted on him/her. The new believer will have to face beatings, house arrest, and
occasionally ostracism.

National sphere:A new personatly cult is being created around president Berdymukhammedov.
Although freedom of religion is protected bthe constitution, this is notreally the case in
practice. Turkmenistan is among the biggest violators of religious freedom in the world and was
desigf/ (SR & | a02dzyiNE 2F LI NIGAOdzZ I NJ 02y OSNY b
country's laws violate international human rights norms and Christians in the country reported
cases of imprisonment, detention, threats and verbal insults, beatings, catifin and sexual
assault. Turkmenistan has compulsory military service and Turkmen law doesllow for
conscientious objectors. Those who refuse to serve in the military can serve up to twaoryears
jail. Turkmenistan's imprisonment of conscientiougeaiiors has been a major issue and has
drawn criticism fronthe international community The state is monitoring active pastors. They
will be stopped at checkpointdn the pastknown believers ave been stopped at the airport
when they were trying to go abroad. The Turkmen authorities will always discriminate against
Christians. It is impossible for Christians to get state employmé€htistians are actively
hindered in expressing their views armginions in public. Turkmenistan is the most closed
country in the former Soviet Unioregionand all activities by religious groups are under strict
scrutiny.Many groups and individuals have been prosecuted for religious activities. According to
government figures, there are 13 Russian Orthodox organizations and 11 organizations that
represent variousreligious groups including Roman a@olics, Bahais, Hare Krishnasd
Protestants. However, many Christian groupsrmmget registered due to the arduousture of

the registration processand even registered ones are under constant pressure and their
members face risk of prosecution on a day to day bdsis. media are stateontrolled and call
Christian churches "'sects™ amtbnstantly distort the facts The information that Christians
steal and sacrifice children islktieing spreadaroundthe nation. There have been a series of
openly antiChristian meetings with the direct involvement of imams in which threats were made
to believers of Turkmen origiprofessing ChristianityOnly registered churcheare allowed to
display Christian symbols, but due tioe high pressuremost will use them only inside the
church. State agents and community members can attack Christians with impu@hiystians
suffer from biased treatment against them in court. The repressive regime in Turkmenistan
doesn't allow international monitoring of any court cases, let alone those of accused Christians.

Church sphereThe country's laws only allow religious activities instged places of worship.

The 2003 religion law forbids worship in private homes and bans religious activities by
unregistered organizations. Such penalties can include detention and imprisonrteid.
extremely difficult to obtain registration which ioessary to function as a church. Hardly any
are issued and some congregations have been attempting to register for more than a decade.
The state closely monitors all religious activityis almost impossible to get permission to build
new churches, anthe maintenance of existing buildings is made very diffic@hurch services
have been raided and disrupted in the past and this continues to happes.impossible to
organiz Christian activities outside church premis&authwork is prohibited; yout camps

have also been raided.There are strong restrictions on Christian religious teaching. Religious
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education of any kind is not permitted state schools and there are discriminatory restrictions
targeting nonOrthodox Christians.The publication of Christian religious materials in
Turkmenistan is strictly forbidden by law. Importing such materials is only allowed for some
registered groups under strict scrutiny by the governmédpenly selling Christian materials is
forbidden. Materials are routinglconfiscated during raids on churches and houses of Christians.
There are no Christian seminariesthe country or training cemts. Church leaders and pastors
are always seen as the main agewtf outreach activities andonwersions and will therefore d
especially targetedThe state does not allow Christian orgeations, institutions, or schools etc

to exist nor do they allow Christian charitable, humanitarian, medical, social or cultural
associationsForeign Christian workers can only be active in Turkmenistan if a registered church
gets the approval from the authorities for suem invitation, but n practicethis is next to
impossible.Since the authorities are the biggest persecutor in the countryis extremely
dangerous (and useless) to speak out against them. It will only add to the punishment.

9 Violence: Persecution infurkmenistan appears on the surface not to be very violent, but this is
mainly due to the fact that believers are afraid topoet about incidents for fear of
repercussions. At least 10 Christians were detained, while Christian prisoner Umid Gajayev was
released in February 2015. At least 1 car of a Christian was confiscated.

6. Future outlook
After Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan is theost repressive Central Asian state for religious minorities.
DA@SY GKS AYONBIFaSR ylLuA2ylrtAaYy YR GKS aaLANRI
the country, the situation for Christians most likely will remain unchanged.
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Vietnam z Rank 20

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the W orld Watch List
With a score 066 points, Vietnamranks20 on the WorldWatch List 2016. In WWL 2Q0Mgetnam
ranked 16 with a score of68 points. Thedecreasedoes na reflect an improvement in the
persecution situation, which is also shown by the fact that the violence level increased.

2. Persecution engines
The persecution engines affecting Christians in Vietnare Communist and postommunist
oppressiorand Tribalantagonism

1 Communist and postommunist oppressionVietnam or¢ as the official name reads the
G{20A1fA&0 wSLWHzotAO 2F +ASliylYé¢ A& 2yS 27
ruled by a communist party. How communist the countryl &itan be discussed in some length,
suffice it to say that in terms of administration and control it still functions pretty much in the

communist way and is hence not a real democracy. Members of the National Assembly are

elected by the people, but theeal power remains with the party and its Central Committee.

Vietnam monitors and exercises a high level of pressure on all Christians and even takes the risk

of international blame as was shown when, despite an official invitation, the UN Special
Rapporteu on Freedom of Religion and Belief was hindered from traveling to certain regions and
to meet with members of religious minorities during his visit in July 20hé.Catholichurch is
by far the largest Christiacommunityin the country, butgovernmentauthoritieshave a shaky
relationship with the Catholi€hurch asthe latteris tied to a foreign power anid often seen as

GdKS

colonial. Stereotypesucht & &/ F i K2f A0a I NBE CNBYyOK FyR tNRGSa

especially in rural area¥he g@vernment is especially suspicious of the ethnic minorities living in

GKS OSYyGNIf IyR y2NIKSNYy KAff NBIA2YyI (y26Y

protestant Christians and according to reports, the growth of protestantism during the first
decade of the millennium has been a stunning 600 percent, so that it is no wonder why
authorities became nervous.

1 Tribal antagonism:Though it is difficult to know for sure, there are estimates that up to two
thirds of all Christians come from a tribal background. Around eighty percent of all protestants
have a tribal background as well, among them are many Hmong people. The pressure o
converts to return to their traditional faith and to participate in rites like animal slaughter is high,
especially from family and community.

3. Context
Vietnam continues to follow itdoi moipolicy (literal translation: renovation), introduced in 1986,
and aimed at reforming and improving the economic sector. It delivered good results in doubling
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the GDP within the last decade as well as in poverty reduction and in increasing employment. But

this policy comes at a price. Many of the communist leaderst e politics or the military have

become rich which has led the country's ideology into a crisis. Communism, especially in the cities,

is more a matter of rhetoric than real life, and young people increasingly start to ask questions.

Hanoi (the capitalas well as the northern part of the country is also facing a growing drug problem

as youths are trying to fill a voi@ne additional challenge in this respect is the growing tension with
+ASOYylIYQa o6A3 YySAIKOo2N / KAYIl de nijr@ydebple (Kith) aked 02 Y
oFaAirolfte SGKYAO / KAYySaS o0+£AS0 blY YStya tAGSNI
Y2NI KOS NBflFliA2ya KI@S 06S02YS AyONBlFraAy3dafte GSy:
actions in the South Chinesed This sea is basically claimed by China exclusively, neglecting all
claims other states may have, some of which are backed by international law. China not only
attacked Vietnamese vessels in waters it claims for itself, it also started to build sesi@orreefs

and rocks to support its claim. This led to violent reactions against Chinese companies in Vietham
FYR NBLRNISRfte ASGylyYy S@Sy O2yaiARSNBR F2ff20A
struggle to International Tribunals. For the time fgi the country decided to refrain from this

approach, but it did seek US American support. So the conflict with China led to a narrowing of the

gap between the two former archenemies.

Though it has declined to a certain extent in recent years, the etluniflicts between majority Kinh

and minority (and predominantly Christian) Montagnards still pose a challenge for the country. This

was recently highlighted again when dozens of Montagnards fled across the border into Cambodia,
creating international attation involving the United Nations as well. Cambodia started to send

them back and claimed that all these refugees were purely motivated by economic reasons, though
GKS&8 ¢gSNB jd2GSR a al@&Ay3a aLG Aa o0Sé@sedwoni2 RAS
Ay ASlylYéo

Types of Christianity affected
All types of Christianity in Bangladesh exist and are experiencing persecution:

1 Expatriate and migrant Christiarsre being monitored.

9 Historical Christian communitiessuch as the Roman Cathdliburch, face hostilities and efforts
to take away church premises, schools or hospitals belonging to them. Catholic activists (e.g.
bloggers) continue to be arrested and sentenced. On the other hand, reports of improving ties
with the Catholic leadershipneerge.

9 Christian convertsrom a Buddhist Background or from tribal religions suffer much more.

91 Nontraditional protestant churchessuch as communities of Evangelicals and Pentecostals are
seen as Western agents.

As the Christian minority is growirggrongly, the government tries to keep pace in monitoring

churches and meetings and in curbing its growing influence. The government has, however, invited
carefully chosen representatives of religions, including Christians, to provide input for drafting the
new law on religion which is scheduled to be adopted in 2016. Despite several rounds of
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participation, there is still a lack of improvement. According to the religion law as it currently stands,
churches and other religious entities are forced to submit theinual program for the coming year

by October. This provision includes not only dates, but also places, names of leaders and expected
attendance, effectively serving as a sword of Damocles over all religious groups. Another issue
where no improvement cahe seen is the question of registration.

Spheres of life and violence

1 Explanation ofpersecution pattern Thepersecution patterrior Vietnampresents the scores for
Communist and postommunist oppressioand Tribal antagonismThe average score over the
first five blocks11.44Q, showinghe pressure on Christians, is lowthan last year11.959. The
score for the violence block is highef:963 (WWL 2015) to8.704 This suggests a seeming
decrease of persecution pressure is counteracted by increagelence that might push up the
pressure again. As thgersecution pttern below shows, persecution is strongest in thetional
and church spheresThese are thespheres of lifevhich typically score high in communist and
postcommunist countries, refléing the level of monitoring and control. An echo of this can be
found in the high scores of thprivate sphere NB ¥t SOlGAy3a G(KS STFSOUAD
pressure and in the case of Vietnam, added by the woes of converts. Discrimination in school,
busihess and community is normal for Christians as well.

Persecution pattern

16 -
13,931

14 - 13,529

11.885 10,697
12 1 : 11,440
10 - 8,704
8 7,158
6 -
4 -
2 -
O T T

Private Family Community National Church Violence

Spheres of life
(Please note: The numbers above are liged to three decimal placeShey are not to be read as thousands.)

9 Private sphere As mentioned above, converts to Christianity face strong pressure ipriiate
sphere mostly from family, friends and neighbors. Christians living in strong communist families
suffer from restrictions in their private lives as well. Several reports indicated that this pressure
can even end up in house arrest carried out by family or sometimes the local authorities. All
Christians are fully aware that monitoring, especially of leaders, is ubiquitous and therefore
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1y2s G2 |00 OFINBFdAted LG A& G§SOKyAOlFffte Aff
premises. It is dne nonetheless but Christians are always careful about whom to talk to and in
which ways.

Family sphereOnce converts are discovered, they can face the threat of divorce, may lose their
right to claim custody of children, and organizing a baptism amarfl can become difficult or
even impossible. Children of Christians, not just of converts, are forced to learChvigtian
teachings and mocked by other children. Converts can be isolated from their families and even
evicted.

Community sphereConvets face strong pressure from family, friends and neighbors to recant
their Christian faith. Monitoring by the community is strong and social services including health
care are often denied to Christians, especially in villages. Christian children faicey deter
grades due to their faith, even if they excel in their classes. Scholarships provided by the state in
order to improve education among ethnic minorities are often not given to children of Christians
by the local authorities. Christians are disgnated in their private lives as well as in their
business lives. There were reports that Christians were not accepted for loans due to their faith
and there were cases where the government pressed employers to sack Christian workers.

National sphereVietnam follows its communist ideology and reveres the state founder Ho Chi
aAyKZI 2NJ alyOftS 1 2¢6 a KS Aa F2yRfeé NBFSNNBR
curbed at the moment by the law on religion, known as Decree 92. Though this ilatyew
amended in 2016, improvements are not expected. The national ID cards as well as the family
books include a section on religious affiliation. Converts find it hard to have their affiliation
changed and those who have tried, have frequently endedsup G K (1 K S -NSyf (ANBBA 2 ddzA Z \a
Media reporting on Christians is biased and slander against them is frequent. For example,
pastors are seen as working for foreigners, which explains why they live so comfortably.
Perpetrators against Christians are almosver brought to trial, and Christians who have had to

go to court have not received a fair trial. An example of this is the continuing stream of Catholic
bloggers being sentenced to prison.

Church sphereChurches are closely monitored and occasionalsetings are hindered or
disturbed. The publication and distribution of Christian materials is difficult and highly restricted,
in this reporting period even materials officially approved by the government have been
confiscated. Especially the Catholic Gtufaces problems in keeping possession of property.
The Catholic Church owns a variety of large plots of land (churches, schools and hospitals),
especially in the larger cities, and there has been more than one clash, when authorities have
tried to take his propertyaway, allegedly for development purposes. Permission for setting up
training courses is also very difficult to obtain. Work among children and youth is not officially
restricted, but monitored and youth camps and training events are sometaistsrbed by the
police. In addition, every October registered churches have to submit in advance the topic of
their sermons for the complete coming yedihe government announceatwill publish arevised
version of its notorious Law No. 92, the law odigien next yearand has invited selected
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Christiansto participate in the drafting process. Baincethe governmen® overarching goal
remainsone ofcontrol, it is not expected thahings will change substantiallyhen it comes to
registration or theconstruction of religious building$or example.

I Violence:Persecution in Vietnam remains violemh November 2014, a Mennonite Church in
Binh Dhuong province was bulldozed and several small house churches and dwellings of
Christians in Kon Tum provindeave been destroyed as well. Sometimes, Christians suffer
physical harm as well, for example some Christian workers were badly beaten by masked men,
most likely hired by local authorities, when they were on their way home from a funeral service
in northem Vietnam in June 2015. At least up to 200 Montagnard Christians have fled their
homes in central Vietnam due to the high pressure of persecution executed by authorities and
crossed the border to Cambodia.

Future outlook

So far, thedoi moipolicy did notspill over to the social or the political sphere and is not expected to
do so. However, it has helped improve living conditions considerably, especially in the urban areas.
An open civil society with debates on political, economic, social and religiogs,igas is usual in a
democratic society) is still no more than a dream. However, it remains to be seen what the signals
of friendship sent to the former archenemy USA and the widening (ideological) rift with neighboring
China means for the country andrfthe Christians as well. It may lead to an increased openness,
but may also lead the country to curl up into defensive isolation. A clearer hint of where the country
is heading may come in 2016. Prime Minister Dung, who survived a public demand oftiesigpa

the National Assembly, might become the communist party's next secrgtargral and thus hold

the most powerful position the country has to offer. This will be decided in 2016, when the
communist party's 12 national congress will be held. Whether not he will be able to bridge the
widening gap between ideology and disillusion remains to be seen.

Another decision to be watched will be how the new law on religion, which is drafted at the time of
writing will look like and how it is going to beplemented. Judging from the process of drafting
and earlier drafts, Christians and other religions cannot expect any relief from that side. Organizing
Christian churches and registering them will be at least as cumbersome and it is now and testifying
abou one’s faith will remain dangerous.
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Qatar z Rank 21

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the W orld Watch List
Qatar ranks 21 on the World Watch List (WWL) 2016, with a score of 65 points. Last year, it was at
rank 18scoring 64 points. The situation is quite stable which means that the situaticcofiverts
to Christianity from a Muslim background (Muslim Background Believers, MBBSChristian
migrant workers continues to be hard.

2. Persecution engines
Thepersecutio engines in Qatarare Islamic extremisnfmain engine) and to a lesser extehtibal
antagonism(blended withlslamic extremism

1 Islamic extremismThe state religion is strictly conservative Wahhabi Islrthile Muslims are
free to worship in public, noMuslim religious groups (Christians) are restricted to private
houses or designated place®roselytizing is outlawed and attracts up to ten years of
imprisonment. Criticism of Islam is punished. Conversion from Islam to another religion
constitutes apostasy, an offense which carries a capital punishment. Family law is controlled by
Sharia, the Islamic legislatioNearly all Qatari citizens and nationals are by rdaén either
Sunni or Shia Muslims.

1 Tribal antagonism:Typical for this engine is the effort to force the continuing influence of age
old norms and values shapedarribal context.In the case of Qatafribal antagonisnis clearly
mixed with IslamThis affects particularly MBBs.

3. Context
vIEiGEFENRE LRLMzZE FGA2Yy A& O2YLZasSR tyvyz2ad SyGiaNBte
G662 YAtEAZ2Yyd & | yIFIiA2yT Al KIFLa GKS 62NI RQa KA

g2NI RQa atichigrbvithiratdsIZ e remaining ten per cent (Qataris) enjoy the highest GDP

per capita in the world. Expatriates (also from the West) and migrant workers (mostly from Asia and

Africa) are generally perceived and treated by Qataris as sl&keesed l@or and human trafficking

are major problemsworking conditions for migrant workers can be inhumane and dangerous; they

face underpayment, bad living conditions (e.g. unsanitary, overcrowded labor camps), domestic
violence and sexual abuse. It is not umgoon for them todie in the work placelnvestigations by

Amnesty International and others show that about one migrant worker dies per day as a result of

0FR @¢2NJAy3a O2yRAGAZ2YAaDd ! OO2NRAY3I G2 |1 dzYky wA 3K
conditions for migrants. This is at present a major topic of discussion since a great number of
migrant workers are needed for the construction of the soccer stadiums for the 2022 World Cup.

Qatar is one of the largest financial supportefdslamic terrorism: iteportedly supports rebels in
Iragq, Syria and Mali. It is also financing the construction of mosques, e.g. in Europe and Africa,
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including hospitals and schools in the latter as a means of spreading Islam. Apart from Saudi Arabia,
Qatar is the only othewahhabi Islamic country in the world.

4. Types of Christianity affected
In Qatar, the following types of Christianity are present and affected by persecution:

9 Expatriate or migrant Christiansthe level of persecution varies within this type of Christianity.
For instance, low skilled migrant workers from low or middle income countries (e.g. construction
workers) have a lower social status and are generally treated worse than expatriates from the
Western world working in skilled labor occupations. Thereforigyramts from Asia and Africa are
treated badly, independent of their religion. If the migrant worker is a Christian, this can add to
their vulnerability. They are under strong pressure to become Muslims. Migrant workers are not
free to openly practice theifaith and many among them hardly have the opportunity to attend
church in a special compound in the desert outside of the capital, Doha. The number of migrant
Christians is growing, as many migrant worken®minal Christians and Muslimgonvert to a
living Christian faith during their stay. Already, there are traffic and parking problems at the
church complex. Also, many Christians think that the complex will soon be too small to house all
Christians in Qatar gathering for worship. A positive develamnin 2015 was the allotting of
land to the recently registered Lebanese Maronite and Filipino Evangelical congregations to build
churches.

1 Christian convertdrom a Muslim backgroundMuslim Background Believers, MBBH)ese are
persecuted the most. Tlyeare considered apostates and may face the death penalty. However
y2 SESOdziAaz2y F2N) FLkadlae Kra o6S5SSy NBO2NRSR
all Qatari MBBs converted abroad and the majority of them do not return to the country out of
fear.

5. Spheres of life and violence

9 Explanation ofpersecutionpattern: The persecution patterrfor Qatar presents the scores for
Islamic extremisnfblended withTribal antagonism The average score over the first five blocks
(12.899, showing the pressure on Christianspimy slightly higher thatast year {2.715) The
score for the violence block ike same 0.185 This suggestgersecution in Qatar has stabilized.
As the persecution patternbelow shows, persecution is strongeist the private and church
spheres Both local and migrant MBHBace the most problems, especially if they are the only
believers in a family or community. Discrimination in dealing whih authorities as well as in
employment and in the community affectll Christias
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Persecution pattern

13,542 13,585
' 12,946 12,555 :
11,849 12,895

0,185

Private Family Community National Church Violence
Spheres of life

(Please note: The numbers above are liged to three decimal placeShey are not to be read as thousands.)

Private sphereMBBs cannot openly practice their faith. Any hint that they may be Christians can
have serious consequences. Expatriate Christians have relatively more freedom to privately
practice their faith, as long as they do not evangelize Muslims. Migrant workees toaact
carefully and their freedom in thprivate spheradepends on the attitude and religion of fellow
migrant workers who live in the same labor camps.

Family sphere All Qataris are considered Muslinisor a Muslim family, it is a great disgrace
when one of its members leaves IslaMBBs run the great risk of honor killing, physical violence
or being ostracized,if their families or communities discover their faith. As a result, MBBs
strongly protect their anonymity for fear of gossip and betrayal.

Community sphereAll Christians are more or less put under pressure to renounce their faith
through all kinds of discriminationrConverts to Christianityvill experience harassmerénd
discriminationin their workplace if their new faith is known.

National sphere The legal system is based on Sharia law and conversion to a religion other than
Islam is punishable by death. Muslims have more rights than followers of other religions. MBBs
in particular face serious pressure in dealing with authoritfetheir Christian faith is known.
Expatriate and migrant Christians will face problems in fipkere of lifeif they are actively
proselytzingMuslims. This can lead to imprisonment and deportation.

Church sphereForeign Christians can only gather fsorshipin private or designated places
Outward symbols of faith, like crosses on churches, are illegal. There are several churches in
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Qatar that serve the large group of foreign workers, but MBBs are not allowed to attend. Official
church recognitiond hard to obtain and at least 1,500 registered congregants are required. The
churches are mostly concentrated in a district outside the capital, Doha. This brings the risk of
ghettoization and monitoring, which usually happens under the pretext of thefetysa
Publication, import and distribution of religious materials are regulated. Churehesnot
allowed touse their own channels for importingllesanymore and are forced to use a secular
bookshop for importing. ® a more positive notethe Qatariauthorities granted land for the
Lebanese Maronite and Filipino Evangelical congregations to build churches.

1 Violence:From time to time, we receive reports that MBBs are physically harmed for their faith
by family or others. Most often, these incidentmain unreported. During the current reporting
period, Open Doors did not receive any reports of Christians being harmed for their faith.
However, expatriates do run a serious risk of being detained and deported if they are involved in
missionary activitis.

Future outlook

The political, social and economic situation of Qatar seems quite stable. The emir of Qatar, Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad dalhani, overhauled the cabinet after his inauguration in 2013, but no major

policy changes have been observed sinceitdrforecast for the next few years, the Economist
Intelligence Unit expects Qatar @ NS Y Ay LRt AGAOFtte& adloftS dzy RSN
Hamad aiThani, and relations with the emirate's Gulf neighbors will continue to improve, thanks to
hisdiplor G A O 2 thzihREnhbriOEhEn® major changes in religious freedom for Christians are
expected.
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Egypt z Rank 22

Reporting periodl November 201431 October 2015

1. Position on the World Watch List 2016
Egypt scores 64 points on the World Watch Q{$WL)2016, ranking 22. This is three more points
than last year. A major political transition took place in July 2013 when the Muslim Brotherhood
was evicted from power after the national uprising againstith over 33 million Egyptianskingto
the streets on 30 June 2013. However, the position of Christians in Egypt only Christian
converts from a Muslim background, but also the large indigenous Coptic comnqugistill under
pressure. Themajot 2 F 932 LJiQa LIRLIzA I GA2Yy A& ad@AfAY FyR J
more visible with various militant Islamgroups still making their presence felt. The threatening
presence of an Islamist insurgency that is all but gone, led to an incneasmlies on thaVWL.
Inevitably, theradical Islamio/ I NNJ G§A @S A& | &a2dz2NOS 2F GSyairzy ¢

/] KNREGALY YAY2NRGes GKS /2LI0as 6KAOK NBLNBaSyd |

2. Persecution engines
The persecutio engines affecting Christians in Egypt Elamic extremisnfmain engine), and to a
lesser extentDictatorial paranoiaand Organized corruption and crim@oth blended withlIslamic
extremisn).

1 Islamic extremismin Egypt, the persecution engitgdamicextremismhas many different forms:
at the political level it causes varying forms of discrimination; in the family sphere, converts to
Christianity (MBBs) face great pressure; there are also violent Islamist actions intimately linked to
organized crime. \Wat is noteworthy is that the Islamists, although they were evicted from
power in 2013, are far from gone. They remain a threat to the stability of the country, which puts
0KS O2dzy UNEBQA / KNRAGALFY LI Lzt I GA 2y vibleént, withJS OA | f
hopeless and desperate youths being very vulnerable to radicalization. In the Sinai, radical
Islamic movements are operating with a great amount of impunity.

9 Dictatorial paranoia:The tradition of authoritarian rule is perhaps the ongrmanent feature in
9328 LJiQa LREAGAOFE aeadSYI 6KAOK KIa (1y2¢y (KNS
rulers have had one defining element in common: an authoritarian government style. In 2011,
decades in which dictatorships succeeded eatier were ended by massive social protests,
which eventually led tahe controversiaklection of the Muslim Brotherhood. The government
led by Mohamed Morsi, which did not behave democratically, was ousted by a national uprising
supported by the army i2013, again after massive social protests. Currently, Egypt is ruled by a
civilian government led by former army chief Abdul FataBial, after a presidential election in
May 2014. This government seems to regard basic human rights and democraticspiumal a
low priority in view of the huge current economic, political, social and security challenges. In this
context, therefore, religious freedom for Christians is not fully guaranteed.
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9 Organized corruption and crimélhe widespread corruption and ocianal crime and insecurity
issues particularly in the Sinai area, have led to a structural climate of impunity, in which
hostilities against the most vulnerable groufpe. groupsfor whomnobody in the political arena
speaks out forare not penalizedThis situation also affects Christians. Moreover, harassment
and in some cases violence against worhas increased. Wmen of any belie&re targeted put
particularly those who are in a vulnerable position, such as Christians in a radical Islamit. contex

Context

a2NBEAQa TFlFLAfdzNBE (2 | RSljdzriSte FRRNSaa G(KS 02dz
progressive dismantling of democratic institutions and his accelerated Islamization of Egyptian
politics was the main triggers for the massive prosest July 2013. The quick succession of
revolutions reflects not only a widespread frustration with the difficult economic situation but also a
struggling democratic system and the great polarization of Egyptian society. To many people, the
military intervention in 2013 may have come as a surprise, however, mangtifmost of the

Egyptians sawl&isi and the Egyptian army as the saviour of the country from the iron grip of

radical MuslimQule.

Presidental A a A Qa | dzi K2 N&X (I NJA loysom& éxient Sestdtetl tharBled® Byiy Sy (i K
Egypt, but also implies a stricter compliance with the relatively restrictive legislation related to
religious affairs. Thisisnedo 6 KS | RGFydl3S 2F GKS O2dzy iNEBQa / KI
November 2013aw restricting public protests contributes to reducing freedom of expression in the

public sphere.

On 16 June 2015 an Egyptian court confirmed dieath sentencefor former Egyptian president

Mohamed Morsi and various members of the Muslim Brotherhdddrsi was also sentenced to life
AYLINR&a2YYSyid 2y OKINHS&a 2F alLlRAy3a F2N G6KS tIfSa
and Iran. Morsi can still appeal against the verdicts, but has refused to on the grounds it would

imply legal recognition ofhe courts of justice. What is most worrying is that Morsi is likely to
become a martyr figure to his followers if he would at all be execuldtky are most likely
responsible for the massive car bomb in Cairo at the end of Juneitdatt £t SR 9 3& LJi Qa
prosecutorand nine others.

Types of Christianity affected
There are two types of Christianity in Egypt:

9 Historical Christian communitiesThe largest church in this category is the ethnic Coptic
community, most of whom are Orthodox. There are also established protestant denominations
throughoutthe country. The large Coptic minority, while facing important difficulties (including
discrimination in education, health or government and legislatiort tiinders essential aspects
of church life), has been tolerated because of its historical presence and its demographic size
(estimated at 10¢ 11 million). In recent years, this has changed, however, causing historical
Christian communities to be targetexs well.
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Christian convertsfrom a Muslim background: There is a small but growing community of
Christian converts (Muslim Background Believers, MBBs), who bear the brunt of persecution,
most often from family members. The latter punistBBsfor abandonimg the Islamic faith, often

by means of beatings or house expulsion.

Both MBBs and Coptic Christians reside throughout the country, although there are
concentrations of CopticChristiansin Upper Egypt, Cairo and Alexandria. The levels of
persecution are comparable throughout the country.

5. Spheres of life and violence

Number of points

1

Explanation ofpersecution pattern The persecution patterrfor Egyptpresents the scores for
Islamic extremisniblended with Dictatorial paranoisand Organized corruption and crijelhe
average score over the first five blocks13, showing the pressure on Christians, is higher than
last year 9.126. The scar for the violence block islightly lower. down from 15186 (WWL
2015) to 14.445 This suggeststhat Islamic extremismis slowly increasing its restriction of
religious expression iall spheres of lifeCombined witha violence level that igery still high this
indicates a volatile situatiorAs thepersection patternbelow showsthe community spheréas
most points which is explained mainly by the hindrances Christians face in rural areas. The
relatively high scores in tharivate andfamily spheresre mainly due to the difficulties faced by
MBBs when their conversion is known, but also by Copts infah@ly spherewho wish to
register baptisms, weddings and deaths. The scores imdiienaland church sphergare lowe
compared to the other block which is explained by the fact that treestill is a large indigenous
Church in Egypt which, although under pressure, is allowed to exist.

Persecution pattern

14,445

- 11,068
10,133 10,566 0 504

i 9,913
8,203

Private Family Community National Church Violence
Spheres of life

(Please note: The numbers above are ligpd to three decimal placeShey are not to be read as thousands.)
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1 Private and family spherg Within the large Coptic community, pressure in the private and
family spheres is low. In contrast, MBBs face severe limitations within their homes and extended
families.

1 Community sphereRegarding the community sphere, Copte aften victims of social exclusion.
Field researchers report that Christians face constant discrimination in areas such as justice,
education, basic social services and are generally more vulnerable to poverty.

Moreover, Egyptian Copts are increasingly OS R g A 0 Kf w0 d&BSIRAA Npa £ X Sal
case of a dispute between Muslims and Christians. Allegedly, Salafists are behind the spread of
theseunofficial hearings, although according to some analysts the phenomenon itself very likely

goes back tdhe tribalism that is behind the actual shape of Islam in the region. In an incident
reported on 4 June 2015 by an Egyptian human rights actsésteral Coptic families were
expelledafter one Coptic individual was found guilty of publishing supposedly offensive pictures

against the Islamic faith. The decision to expel the Coptic families as a form of collective
Lldzy AAaKYSyYy G gl a GF Sy I i KNESHEAK 2 Fianahid Biad grdatyNES a
endanger the position of Christians because they basically mean an alternative way of doing
2dza i A0S AYy BHKAOK YAYy2NAGe NARIKGA | NB -Hlgv2 G 3 dz |
aSaarzyaé KI@S 02yl yaukaly 200lyrévoluitioh Ondd thé stigervision G S NJ G
of Islamist groups; unfortunately even under presidensali (sworn into office 8 June 2014) the

trend has continued. This alternative form of justice almost always leads to very unfair decisions

to which Copic communities are particularly vulnerale SA LISOA | £ f & ablkSGiwe (G KSe@
punishmentsg in which the whole community is punished for a supposed wrongdoing of one

Coptic individual.

T National sphere:Religious freedom is not being upheld and the Egyptian legal system is biased
against noAMuslims.As an illustration, in June 2015, a young Egyptian Christian and two of his
friends were arrested in Alexandria, allegedly for showing contempt for Islarause of their
evangelistic outreach. One of them had been handing out bags of dates together with
evangelistic tracts during Ramadan. The young men were released on bail, each paying 10,000
Egyptian pounds (about $1275), and await further investigation.

1 Church spheren the church sphere, church autonomy is generally respected, although Copts do
face administrative obstacles, such as difficulty in obtaining permits to renovate church
buildings.

9 Violence:During this reporting period, violence againstri€tians came from different sources.
Reports from the field indicate that at least 12 Christians were killed by Islamist groups, mostly
after severe beatings, torture and kidnapping. Field researchers also report that 61 churches
were attacked. The issuef human trafficking in the Sinai also contributed to high violence
scores. Open Doors received reports that young Christian women have to change their Christian
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names to Muslim names in order to try to avoid being raped and kidnapped, and that there is an
apparent specific targeting of the Christian women by the traffickers

6. Future outlook

1.¢KS StSYSyida GKIFIG Attt RSGSNXYAYS 93&LJiQa 7T dzidz
instability continues and the economic challenges are not adddessecial protests will not
cease. The country faces a seemingly unbridgeable ideolagligbus divide between various
expressions of radical Islam (from Salafism to the Muslim Brotherhood) and political liberals
(secularists).

2. Current political developments indicate that the most likely scenario is one in which the Church
is confined to a situation oflhimmitude as the result of the increased opposition it receives
within an Islamic society that is mostliyinformed about Chistianity.

3. The threat of radical Islamic movements in Egypt is clearly far from averted. This is also evident
in the Foreign Policy report of 2 July 20¥%olencehas escalateih the Sinai Province between
the Egyptian government and jihadist militants affiliated to the Islamic State (IS). Many Coptic
Christians have been forced to leave the region due to direct targeting. It is likely that the
violence in Sinai iV continue.
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Myanmar z Rank 23

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the W orld Watch List
With a score of 62points, Myanmar ranks 23 on the World Watch List 2016. In WVED15
Myanmarranked 25 with a score o60 points. The increase imainy due to an increase the
CommunitySphereand another increase in the already high level of violence.

2. Persecution engines
The persecution engines affecting Christians in MyananarReligious Nationalisnimain engine)
andto a lesser extenDictatorial paranoisandIslamic extremism

1 Religious nationalismThis iscommonly perpetuated by radical Buddhists and toleratedid to
some extent supported by the national governmentt KS Y I 2 2 NR& (i & op@ldion@@ I y Y I NI
estimated 60%) iof Burmese ethnicity, also calldelama BeingBamais equated with being
Buddhist. Everyone deviating from this heritage is labelled as lmeitgide the community and
therefore potentially dangerous. Pressure comes from two sides: oneisideciety including
the movement ofincreasingly radicduddhist monksoncecalled969, but now notorious under
their acronymMa Ba ThaThe other side is the government whichigs to gain support from
suchmovements. One very visible sigh this during the reporting periodvas the adoption of
G§KS a[ | oootecic MWl S t YR wStAIA2yé o0& (KS .2dzi3az2 A
Ma Ba Thacelebrated this victory with meetings and processions across the coubdtails on
the laws can be fand underSpheres of life

9 Dictatorial paranoia Myanmar has a long history of being ruled by the military and the recently
democratically defeated government also had a military background, including outgoing
president Thein Sein. That is why Myanmaroige of the very few cases where it is not
necessarily the government which is paranoid, but the military. According to the country's
constitution, written by theTamadaw (the Burmese army)he military holds one quarter of
parliamentary seats which areohcontested. The army holds the most important government
offices, including of course the ministry défense but also the ministry of interior and border
affairs. The fact that the armydespite all hopes for democracy and minofigrticipation in
elections - continued and even intensified its fight against the ethnic minorities, including
Christians, shows where the true power lies. The military will do everything to stay in power,
including calls for Buddhist nationalism or Tribal heritage, if nded@e government concluded
another ceasefire agreement on 15 October 2015, but not all ethnic minority armies joined it,
and others were excluded on purpose. Two armies active in areas with a significant Christian
population, theKachin Independence Arrand theShan State Armglid not join the agreement
as well. Thestate continues to runso-Ol £ £t SR a. 2NRSNJ ! NS & bl dA2ylf
¢ NI Ay Ay 3 NaO&Kla 8&chodls), which Bk attractive for minority people as they are run
without schml fees. These schools are used to influence young people and to introduce them to
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Buddhism.This year reports came in claiming that the army has tried to weaken ethnic
insurgencies by making ethnic youth draddicted, a practice that is affecting ChiastiKachin

Fa ¢Stftad hyS 27 | Pradudhg aredss évers layd @dsiiof tigat Jegiah
6023SGKSNI gAGK LI NIa 2F xASdyryYZ [2&d YR ¢KIJ
and adds to the heavy pressure Christians fdearts of he country are largely run by the

Tatmadaw As many commodities like oregmde andtimber can be found in predominantly

Christian territories like Shan State or amdhg Chin and Kachin, they face heavy army pressure

not only because the government waritskeep the nation united, but also because of economic

interests. Companies are often run by military or higémking politiciansand nepotism rules.

¢tKSNBE Aa y2 RSaANB (2 &aKIFINB GKS O2dzyiNBQ&a oS|I ¢

1 Islamic extremismSurprisingly enagh, this persecution engineontinues to playa role in this
Buddhistdominated state. Muslimsncreasinglybear the brunt of Buddhist opposition which
involvesviolent clashes, but it is less known that thés asmall group ofChristian converts from
a Muslim background(Muslim BackgroundBelievers MBBs).They not only face persecution
because of their ethnic affiliation, but aléecausetheir Muslim families and communitigzut
them under enormous pressure to recant

Context

The whole reporting period was filled with preparations, hopes and fears for the first free and fair
elections in 25 years, overloaded with hopes on democracy and an inclusive understanding of
society, giving ethnic minoritiea voice in the country’s delopment. Many of these ethnic

minorities¢ like the Kachin, Chin and Kareare predominantly Christian. Elections took place on 8
November 2015, slightly outside the reporting period, and saw a landslide win of the opposition

Gblr A2yttt [SIHB88 ®BNBEG6ESYHAARBNI b26fS tSIFOS tNARTS
San Suu Kyi. The turning of tables was so strong that not only the ruling party USDP, but most ethnic
parties as well fared badly in the elections and did not win many seats. Thus, the nisampat

will most likely see less Christian members sworn in than in the old one. During the campaign and
elections itself the Burmese army continued its attacks against ethnic minorities in Kachin and Shan

State unabated and even increased them, desplie teasefire agreement already mentioned

before. Christians are strongly affected and the level of violence is high. AdditionaliMatBa Tha

increased their campaigns against religious minorities, especially the Rohingya Muslims. Their
campaign peakedh Y G KS &dz00SaaFdzZ AYyUuUNRBRAzOUAZ2Y 27F T2 dzN
wStAIA2YyE AY 1 dz3dzad HnampX O0dZAf RAY3 Ayadz2NN2dzyal
religiously mixed marriages. These will affect Christians as well. As Suu Kyi renlemtezhdooth
developments, ethnic minorities are cautiously hopeful, but do not expect too much as she is
perceived as being a representative of the Burmese nobility anyway.

Another expression of aggression from radical Buddhists towards Muslims was aetbsehen
thousands ofRohingya fleeing Myanmasn boats were found adrift on the Andaman Sea after
traffickers had abandoned them. The higivél of discrimination against the Rohingya alarmed and
gained further attention from the international community. Because Rohingya are not allowed to
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leave their villages in Rakhine, Rohingya MB@specially the leaderscannot attend courses or
seminay for training. On top of the discrimination that they receive because of their ethnicity and
Muslim background, their possibilities of fellowship are also restricted by the Muslim community.
The Rohingya were widely excluded from the voting process &s teas of thousands living in
areas torn by the civil war which has been raging on for sixty years. Among the excluded were many
Christians.

4. Types of Christianity affected
All types of Christianity in Myanmar exist andxcept for the first category list - all experience
persecution.

1 Communities of expaiate and migrant Christiansmostly located in Yangoisome expatates
are integrated in registered or traditional churches in the .cithese Christians experience the
least if any persecution.

9 Historical Christian communitiesnostly Baptist (of various description) and Catholic groups.

9 Christian convertsi.e. Buddhist background believers (BBBs) and Muslim background believers
(MBBs) mainly belonging to Rohingya

1 Nontraditional protestant churchessuch aspentecostal groups like the Assemblies of God
(AOG)

Most Christians come from an ethnic minority background and are targeted because wéhiact

as well. Manyface increasingattacks by the army as it fights against independence or autonomy
movements and this affects Christians either living in Christian majority or minority areas as well
But even Chistians coming from a BurmesBamag background are watched, pressured and labelled
as traitors. The few converts from a Muslim backgrourel facing pressure from all sidese. from

the majority population, from family friends and from neighhors

5. Spheres of life and violence

1 Explanation ofpersecution pattern The persecution patterrfor Myanmar presents the scores
for the persecution engindreligious ationalism The average score over the first five blocks
(9.246, showing the pressure dbhristiansis slightly higher than last year (8.885). The score for
the violence block remains extraordinary high: from 15.185 (WWL 2015) to 15.55predseire
on Christians, especially in the ethnic minority regions is high and Christians suffer from a high
t SPSt 2F QGA2f SyOS | a ¢St persedutionyfaterrodlonbshowsi K S | NJ
persecution is strongest in tharivate and community spheresbut apart from that rather evenly
distributed over allspheres of life Though the recently adopted and already mentioned laws
were not implemented yet, their joyful celebration by radical Buddhist groups shows that they
will demand a stricinterpretation. So, this pressure is fired by Buddhist nationalism and the
strong wish of an army to stay in power and not being harassed in their business.
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Persecution pattern

15,556

0.470 10,156
, 9,201
8,631 8,772 0246

Private Family Community National Church Violence
Spheres of life

(Please note: The numbers above are liged to three decimal placeShey are not to be read alsousands.)

Private sphereConverts from a Buddhist background (BBBs) always have to be very careful in
the way they worship, especially if they are the only believers in their family and therefore bring
shame to the family. Meeting with other Christiaissusually not dangerous, but can pose a
special challenge for converts. Known converts are closely monitored and can face house arrest
in order to hinder them from meeting with other Christians. Converts from a Muslim background
(MBBs) are facing all tee challenges at a higher level as they not only deviate from their old
faith, but belong to a despised minority as well.

Family sphereConverts do not necessarily face the threat of divorce or losing their inheritance

rights or custody, though all thisan and occasionally does happen. Organizing a baptism or a
Christian wedding or funeral can become difficult, especially in strong Buddhist villages or for
a..ad ¢KSe lfaz2 LINLHAOALIGS Ay GKS GARSNI adz
citizenship Muslim Rohingya and with them the minority of Christians from a Muslim
background are perceived as being Bengalese and effectively lack any registration. Parents face
difficulties in bringing up their children according to Christian values as they riptface

pressure from neighbors in Buddhist majority areas, but are often forced to let their children

attend Buddhist classes as well.

Community sphereWhen Christians stop giving alms to monks, refuse to contribotéhe
renovation or building of temlps, anddesist from participating ilBuddhist festivals, thegre
usually harassed and forced to donate and threatened with expulsion from thevillage
Christians, especially those gathering in house chur@resmnonitored, pressurethto recaning
their faith, excluded from communal decisions or resources and demogess to waterAreas
where manyChristians live are deliberately disadvantaged with poor infrastructure and health
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care. Christians are discriminated in their private lives as well aginlibisiness lives. Children

of converts are facing discrimination by teachers andstments in schools. Children of
Christians, not just of converts, have to attend rOhristian classes and can be forced to
participate in Buddhist prayers or ceremoni€&specially if the families are poor and they come
from an ethnic minority background, children will be sent to tie Ta Laschools, referred to
above. Discrimination in grades, and the bullying and mocking of Christian children are common
occurrences.

National sphere:Section 361 of the 2008onstitution says that "the Union recognizelse
special position of Buddhism as the faith professed by the great majority of the citizens of the
Union" while stating in section 362 the recognition of the existenoé Christianity, Islam,
Hinduism and Animism. This "special position of Buddhism" has been abysibe Buddhist
radicals and wastaken advantagef by the government for their political interestin order to

gain additional support from such groups and tBamar majority in August 2015, the
government adoptedfour religious conversion bills which aim to protect Buddhism by
controlling conversion to other fai) banning interfaith marriages and polygg, and
introducing birth controls.Buddhist women wishing to marry naduddhist men must first
receive permission from their parents and local government officials-Blatdhist men wishing

to marry Buddhist women must first convert to tiBuddhistfaith. Concerning conversion, the

law states that anyone seeking to change their faith needs to get permission from the Religious
Conversion Registration body, which is comprised of local religious and immigration officials, a
local administrator,the women@ afairs chairman and a local education officdihough it
remains to be seen how the law will be implemented, its very adoption is worrying and partly
O2dzyia FT2NJ Iy AYyONBIa&AS 2F GKS O2dzyiNEQA &a02NB

Church sphereWhile many Christiachurchesare to be foundin various parts of Myanma
getting permission for andctuallybuilding new churches remaulifficult and many restrictions
apply. That is why many Christians uaéusiness establishment to have a place of worship on
Sundaysor opt to gather in house churche€hurches are monitored especially in Buddhist
dominated areas and church leaders and pastors are targeted frequently by radical Buddhists
as this is a way to paralyze the church. Some churches have started to pimbwn materials,

but owning printing presses or publishing in minority languages remains out of question.
Churches are not able to invite foreign workers for religious purposes. Churches in ethnic
minority areas face even more difficulties, as their dinas are often regarded as being places
for anti-government meetings and communication points for ethnic minority groups. In areas
engaged in civil war, like Kachin and Shan State, churches are frequently targeted as people seek
refuge from the fighting.

Violence: Persecution in Myanmar remains extremely violent and even saw a slight increase in
the reporting period. There were again many reports of Christians killed for their faith, one very
clear example happening on 20 January 2015. On this day tHg bedten bodies of two young
women were found in Kutkai township near the border town of Muse in Northern Shan State.
Both ladies had worked as volunteer teachers for the Kachin Baptist Convention and were killed
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after having been brutally raped. Rumorpread quickly that Tatmadaw soldiers stationed
nearbyhad committed this crime and circumstantial evidence also pointed in this direction, but
at the time of writing, the investigation remained inconclusive. The army has kept up and even
increased its atteks on ethnic minority areas, some of which are inhabited by Christians. Aerial
attacks increased as well and so several churches were destroyed by bombindlh&idsief
Buddhist monk of Marsihta village in Kar&ate led a group of Buddhist villagers building a
pagoda within the compound of Marsihta Karen Baptist Churcl2bAugust2015 They also
planned to build a Buddha statue within the church compagueftectively banning the Christians
from using their church

6. Future outlook
Myanmar made itd international headlines in the reporting period and mainly with positive news.
That elections have been largely free and fair remains an encouraging sign and gives some hope that
the country is on the right track now. On the other hand, headlines nohise covered the
Rohingya refugee crisis in South East Asia. The situation of these refugees highlights the challenges
well: how will the radical Buddhist groups act, now that the regime they backed has been defeated?
In a first interview, one of the leadlj monks oMa Ba Thaannounced that they would support the
NLD as well, provided that the Laws on the Protection of Race and Religion are kept (and
presumably, implemented). Religious nationalism will continue to affect and harass the Christian
ethnic mirorities for some time yet.

Another important factor is the army. As long as it remains such a strong political factor and is so
deeply involved in legal and illicit trade, which mainly aqutedominantly Christian areas like
Kachin State, no major chges should be expected. Especially the level of violence does not seem
to cease, despite all progress in the democratization andinolusive ceasefire agreements.
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Palestinian Territories 7z Rank 24
Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the W orld Watch List
The Palestinian Territories rank 24 in the World Watch List (WWL) 2016, two places higher than last
year. They score four points more this year: 62 poiftsereason for the increases a slightly highe
number of violent incidents against Christians and the decibypthe WWL team to reduce the
number of types of Christianity from four to threexpatriate Christiangre no longer included in
WWL researchas a separate category in the Palestinian Teries since they do not live and
worship completelysolatedfrom other Christians.

2. Persecution engines
The persecution engirsan the Palestinian Territorieare Islamic extremisnand to a lesser extent
Tribal antagonisnwhich is blended witlislamic ekremism

1 Islamic extremism Generally speaking, Christians are affected by persecution throughout the
territories, though there is noticeably more pressure in Gaza than in the West Bank because of
the presence of active Islamic fanatical movements. Islanilitants more radical than Hamas
have been active in Gaza, and are now stepping up activities in the West Bank as well. These
include Islamic State celS A G KSNJ | OGA PGS 2NJ daf SSLIAy3Ieéd 5SaLRA
do not have any major posv yet, their influence cannot be dismissed. Responsible for a large
part of the rocket attacks from Gaza on Israel, they are capable of provoking escalation. Partly as
a result of their influence, Hamas introduces Islamizing measures from time to tk@e, Viirtue
OFYLI A3y 2y OKSO{Ay3 T Xiabih BighQ@chdols and Baknyhd maled Y LI2 & )
from working as hairdressers for females. The latter two measures were dropped after
resistance from the local population, the West and human rightiviats.

1 Tribal antagonism Tribalism aimgo enforce the continuing influece of ageold norms and
values. In the Palestinian Territoriesist very much mixed with Islam and especially affects
MBBs.

3. Context
The dynamics of Christian persecutionthe Palestinian Territories are complex. Christians are
squeezed in the Israefalestinian conflict, their ethnicity causing many restrictions from the Israeli
side and their religion putting them in a minority position within the Palestinian commuhike
other Palestinians, Christians experience these limitations on a daily basis and they are an important
incentive to immigrate.
CKS GSNNAG2NASE INBE STFSOUGAGStE& dzyRSNJ RAFFSNBy
formally based on setar principles and Christians enjoy several rights. It should be noted that in a
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Middle Eastern contextseculardoes not meanwithout religious backgroundut simply not
Islamist Six Christians have a seat in parliament and the mayor of Bethlehem isotrally a
Christian. At least sixty per cent of the West Bank is under full Israeli control. Though Christians are
largely tolerated by Islamist Hamas, the rights of Christians are neither upheld nor protected in
Gaza. Apart from this, Christians faceetits from radical Islamic vigilante groups.

The total number of Christians has been decreasing in both areas over time, due to emigration and
lower birth rates. A ray of hope is the small but growing number of converts from Islam to
Christianity (Muslim &kground Believers or MBBSs).

Types of Christianity affected

Three types of Christianity are present and effected by persecution in the Palestinian Territories.

Converts from Islam to Christianity (MBBs) are persecuted the most.

1 Communities of expatriateor migrant Christians These &ce some restrictions but not
persecution. Generally they do not form their own churches but are part of existing local
churches and congregations. They generally enjoy freedom to worshig; last for all local
Christians andther nonMuslims- it is forbidden to evangelize Muslims. There are no cases
known of harassment.

9 Historical Christian communities.g. RomarCatholic, Eastern Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox
congregations. These churches are all registered and therseaeral congregations in the West
Bank and two (Eastern Orthodd@hurch and Roman Catholic Church) in Gaza. In Gaza some
members of the Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church are vulnerable for conversion to
Islam Those with nominal faithconvertto Isbm because they feel trapped, cannot stand the
threats or are offered allurementsuch ashousing, wives, jobs or diplomaOnce converted,
many of them soon regret it. The ties with their Christian identity turn out to be stronger than
they thought. Howeer, in Islam it is not easy for a convert to return ks (or her)former
religion.

1 Christian convertdrom a Muslim background (Muslim Background Believers or MBBSs) or from
other Christian background: Of all types of Christianity, MBBs face the most severe persecution.
In the West Bank they are threatened and pressured, in Gaza their situation is soaantet
they live their faith in utmost secrecy. Nevertheless, the number of MBBs is growing slowly.
When Christians change church e.g. from a historical to atraalitional protestant church this
often causes trouble with their families.

91 Nontraditional protestant churches There are severalaptist churches in the West Bank and
one in Gaza. Leaders of the historical churches often see the evangelical churches as a threat to
their flocks. Nortraditional protestant churches are known to put emphasis ontreach and
evangelizatiorg this can lead to pressure from society.

Spheres of life and violence
9 Explanation ofpersecution @attern: The persecution patternfor the Palestinian Territories
presents the scores fdslamic extremisniblended withTribal aatagonisn). The average score
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over the first five blocks1(L.949 is higher than last yead1.53Q. The score for the violence
block isalsohigher, going from 0.74IWWL 2015up to 1.852 The higher score for pressure is
mainly due to the decision by ¢nWWL team to reduce the number of types of Christianity in the
region from four to three (i.e. expatriate Christians are no longer considered as being totally
isolated from other Christians in the country). There were amlglightly higher number of
violent incidentstargetingChristianghis year. This all suggests that the persecution situation has
more or less stabilized. As thmersecution patterrbelow shows, the persecution pressure is
highest in thefamily and church spheresalthough the scores are not far apart.

Persecution pattern

I 12.500 12,804
11,932 '
| 11,524 10,965 11,045
1,852
Private Family Community National Church Violence

Spheres of life

(Please note: The numbers above are Biged to three decimal placehey are not to be read as thousands.)

Private sphereMBBs experience pressure in tlsjghere of lifeand in Gaza their situation is very
serious. MBBs cannot openly practice their fait@iving ay impression tahose around them
that they mightbe Christian can havesous consequences. All othgmes of Christianity have
more freedom to practice their faitprivately, as long as they amt evangelize Muslims.

Family sphere If their faith is discovered, MBBs are put under pressure by their families,
especially in Gaza but algoto a lesser extent Ay (G KS 2Said . Fyle® LT Al
children that their parents are Christiarthey are likely to be harassed or discriminated against.
Most other types of Christianity are generally free to live their Christian convictions within the
circle of the family. However, if a Christian married to a Muslim is divorced, he or she would be
excluded from having custody of the children.

Community sphereln Gazac¢ and in majority Muslim communities in the West Bankhe
pressure on theentire local Christian community has increased. The number of Christians is
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diminishing and the influencef radical Islam is growindespecially Christian women feel the
pressure to cover up more even to the extent of wearing a veil. If they do not, they risk being the
target of harassmentChristians sayhey experience growing social and economic pressare t
convert to Islam. Fear is also growing in the West Bdahkugh to a lesser extent than in Gaza
amid a general context of political unrest and the growing influence of radical Islam in the Middle
East. More mosques are raising the volume of their &pahkers higher and more women are
wearing the veil. Here also, most of the MBBs need to hide their new faith.

1 National sphere Laws in the West Bank generally protect religious freedom, whereas those in
Gaza are restrictive. The Palestinian Basic ¢ ahich functions as a temporary constitutian
states that the official religion is Islam and Sharia (Islamic legislation) is the main source of
legislation. The authorities are failing to uphold and protect the rights of individual Christians and
in some ases Christiangmostly MBBs have to flee to safe places somewhere else in the area.

1 Church sphereMBBs cannot officially gather as a congregation nor can they openly join existing
churches in both Gaza and the West Bank. Forregistered protestanthurches it is hard to
get permission to build a church in the West Bank. In Gaza, it is practically impossible for all types
of Christianity. Importing Christian literature or Bibles to the West Bank can be problematic and
is legally impossible for Gazan the West Bank there can also be security risks for Christians
gathering in public. NGO Middle East Concern reports that in Bethlehem, the Palestinian
Authority governor abruptly cancelled a Christian gathering for outdoor worship in Bethlehem
RdzS NZYyXBAOFYy G LRTAGAOIET YR NBfAIA2dzAa LINB A & dzNJ

1 Violence Victimsof anti-Christian violencare most oftenMBBsand theperpetratorsare family,
society and- occasionally- the authorities. In Gaza, the mental pressure on all types of
Christianity to convert to Islam is always present, especially during the time of Ramadan. They
are allured by jobs offers, houses, wives and diplomas. Several MBBs and other Christians are
known to have fled &a and relocated to the West Bank, or relocated within or outside the
West Bank. There were several reports of Christians being physically harmed because of their
faith. In September 2015, an arson attack took place against the Maronite Monastery of St.
Charbel in Bethlehem, leading to great damage. According to the Chancellor of the Maronite
Patriarchate of Jerusalem, the attack was targetad ¢the work of a group or of individual
perpetrators of radical Islagn ®

6. Future outlook
There are increased tensions both in Israel and in the Palestinian Territories. In Jerusalem and o
the West Bank, militant Palestinians stabbed Jewish civilians and security personnel on many
occasions. Several factors play a role in this, amongst others the widely believed idea among
Palestinian Muslims that the Al Agsa Mosque on the Temple Moulgnmsalem is in danger. Other
drivers are Palestinian media and social media, which call for attacks against Jews. Finally, the lack
of progress in resolving the Palestinilnaeli conflict and the socieconomic deterioration in the
West Bank are contriling to the tensions. In Gaza the authorities are increasingly under the
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influence of certain politicized Islamic forces, encouraged by the turmoil in the Middle East. The
Arab Uprisings, the Syrian war and also the Gaza war in summer 2014 have codgttibgtewing

Islamic radicalism in Gaza. Salafists from Gaza are also fighting in Syria and becoming more
radicalized. When they return, they could incite a further radicalization of the local population. In
general, Islamic radicalization is occurringhivitPalestinian society, both on the West Bank and in
Gaza. This is obviously a bad development for the Church in both dretiee West Bank, the more

the Fatah government loses its credibility among the local population, the more radical elements
are gaining power.The situation for Christians might improve if Fatah obtains a firm grip on power,
but considerably worsen if other militant Islamic groups take over. The outlook for the Christian
communty in Gaza in general is bleak.
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Brunei z Rank 25

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the W orld Watch List
With a score o061 points, Brunei ranks25 on the World Watch List (WWL) 2016. On W2QL5
Brunei ranked 2#vith a score of58 points. The increases due to an increased level @iressue,
especially in therivate, Churcland family spheres of life

2. Persecution engines
The persecution engines affecting Christians in Brusre Islamic extremism blended with
Dictatorial paranaa.

1 Islamic extremism:Brunei is an Islamic nation, based on an ideology calMdlay Islamic
Monarchy. The sultan has recently favoured Brunei government democratization and declared
himself prime minister andpresident. Sharia law has been fuigplementedin Civil Affairdor
many years alreadipr all Muslimsand thegovernment follows a plan of Islamization among the
tribal people in supporting the scalleddahwa movement (Islamic evangelism). By decree, the
import of Bibles and the public bration of Christmas are banne@hristian pastors and
workers are considered enemiasd both natives and foreigners have been targets of aggressive
Islamization. The government, which aims to convert 2,000 people a year, promises an incentive
of BND 2)00 (USD 1,450) and other fringe benefits (e.g. homes, facilities, and decent jobs) to
those who convert. According to Islamic Da'wah Centre statistics, 538 people embraced Islam in
the sultanate in 2013 and 540 people converted to Islam from other rekgar from a tribal
background from January to November 2014.

9 Dictatorial paranoia The sultans have held absolute power in the country for over 600 yAHrs.
important positionsare held by thesultan himself, be itprime minister, finance minister,
minister of the interior minister of foreign affairs and tragdelefence minister or head of
religion. People deeply revere and respect hamd any criticism is unthinkabl&here is no real
danger to his rule and he seems reluctant to push the introduction of the remaining phases of
Sharia law due to international @ssure. Still, conservative Islam seems to serve as a uniting
state ideology, leaving Christians insecure about their future and as satassl citizens in the
best case.

3. Context
On 1 May 2014 Sultan Hassanal introduced the first of three phases irj$icdof a penal code
oFrasSR 2y LaAftFYAO fl g3 2N {KINAI® ¢KS FANROG LKI a
as pregnancies outside of wedlock, propagating religions other than Islam, and not attending
mandatory Friday prayers. The secondaph, which will introduce harsher punishments such as
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floggings and amputations for property offenses, was supposed to be introduced in May 2015 but
has been delayed due to international pressure.

In 1929, when Brunei discovered that it has huge reseofesil and natural gas, Sultan Hassanal

used that enormous income to make his tiny sultanate one of the world's most economically
prosperous and socially secure societies. Its citizens are given free medical service, free education,
exempted personal inco® (i EX K2dzaAAy3d oSySFTAaAda yR f26 AyaS
exports are oil, gas and related products. At its current pace of extraction, Brunei has enough oil left

for just 22 years, according to the BP World Energy Outlook.

In 2008, the swian unveiled Vision Brunei 2035, which aims to reduce its reliance on oil and gas and
increase privatesector employment. The sultanate is making strides to diversify its economy with a

string of major international trade agreements, due to be implemented2015. Brunei also

GF LIS NHZA KS2YSR o0e adzmaidlyidAalt FAaOFf o0dzZFFSNEE
provided large fiscal and current account surpluses. Vision Brunei 2035 also plans to transform the
YIEGAZ2Y AyG2 Iy GBABI YKGS { 0O02IVILE MBXedsgdtizand2 T . NI
highly skilled people will be recognized. However, since parts of sharia law will also apply to non
adzZzaf AYa 06Kz I 002dzydi F2NJ NRdzAKfe& oo LISNOSyd 21
intelligent Bruneians will not wish to stay in Brunei and will opt to migrate. There is the possibility
GKFIG GKS AYONRRdzOGA2Yy 2F aAKFENRF fFé Ay . NdzySA Y.

Types of Christianity affected
All types of Christianity in Brunexist and are experiencing persecution:

1 Expatriate and migrant worker Christian communitieeake up the majority of the Church in
Brunei and participate in the limitations imposed by sharia law.

9 Historical Christian communitiessuch as the Roman CatlwChurch, are increasingly facing
hostility and have to exercise more and more caution, though it is still less affected than
protestant churches and convert communities.

1 Christian convertsfrom a Muslim background (MBBs) suffer strong pressure from yaamt
friends.

1 Nontraditional protestant churches,consisting of evangelical and pentecostal communities,
have to be cautious in their private as well as in their church lives.

¢CKS / KdzZNOKQa AyAldALFft aK201 F 4G { fa® has dieddoday The Y Sy i
sultan seems reluctant to implement sharia fully and, since no one really knows what
implementation may look like, Christians are watching cautiously. There are many signs of a growing
Islamic conservatism in society and the youngeneration of Christians are already prepared to

leave the country or are beginning to consider it.
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5. Spheres of life and violence
1 Explanation ofpersecution pattern Thepersecution patterrfor Brunei presents the scores for

Islamic extremismblended withDictatorial paranoia The average score over the first five blocks
(11.939), showing the pressure on Christians, increased slightly compared to last year (11.528).
The score for the violence block, which stood at 0 last year, increased to 1.111, whiltimdg s
very violent. This suggests that the ever present pressure on the Church is much more important
than plain violence. As thpersecution patterrbelow shows, persecution is strongest in the
private, family and church spheres. Pressure on MBBpéecedly acute in the private and family
spheres and is exerted by the social environment, while all Christians experience restrictions in
the church sphere. This pressure is fired by the introduction of Sharia penal law as one step in
the efforts to Islanze the country.

Persecution pattern
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(Please note: The numbers above are liged to three decimal placeShey are not to be read as thousands.)

91 Private sphereBrunean bwsdo not allow Malay Muslims to leave Islam. Strict punishments are
imposed on those who do s&ection 112(1) of theecently enacted Syariah (SharRenal Code
of Brunei stipulates that a Muslim who declares himself-Muslim is punishable with death, or
with imprisonment for a term not exceeding thirty years and corporal punishment, depending o
the type of evidence. If a Shar@ourt is satisfied that the accused has repented, the Court must
order an acquittal. Any private statement about Christianity can be construed as proselytizing for
the Christian faith, so even wearing a cross is doné witich more caution than in previous
years. Meeting with other Christians is a special challenge in these circumstances for MBBs, but
also for other Christians as well, as on the one hand it is dangerous for the converts themselves
and on the other hand itnay disclose or endanger a Christian meeting. Spreading Christian
GLINR LI Il yREFEE (2 F2t€t26SNBR 2F 20KSNJ FIFAdGKa 2NJ
Christians, especially their leaders, are under permanent surveillance by the authorities.

WWUEdition2016-02-01 Pagel40



WWL 2016; LONG/ERSION OF ALL 50 COUNTRY PERSECUTION DYNAMICS

1 Family sphere Once converts are discovered, they face the threat of divorce, will lose their
inheritance rights and the organizing of a baptism, Christian wedding or funeral is impossible. It
is compulsory for all children, also for children of Christiansake Islamic tudies as a @bject,
not only in public institutions but alsmm Christian schoolsMBBs can be isolated from their
families and even evicted by them.

1 Community sphereMBBs are always under strong pressure from their family, friends and
neighbors to recant their Christian fait@hristians are always under surveillance. Especially the
Malay speaking churches are under serittugat and are always monitoredesulting ina high
level of fear among the chuncleaders. Also, authoritiesxtrad information fromlocal citizens
about church activitiesChristians are discriminated against in their private and business lives.
There were reports thafilipino Christians were asked to convert to Islam before receiving a
working permit.

1 National sprere: As mentioned above, Brunei introduced sharia penal law in May 2014. This not
only regulates crimes like murder and theft, but also affects the public display of Christian
symbols.Underground churcheof course, never dplayreligious symbols, butven Christians
from recognized churches are now careful not to put up anything in pulblich may violate the
new sharia laws, since this may be regarded as propagating the Christian faith with the intent to
convert Muslims. Thus Christians arelso afrad of wearinganything that publicly expresses
their faith, like a cross on a necklace

9 Church sphereConvert fellowships and neamaditional protestant churches have always had
difficulties in registering and their meetings have sometimes been distutiyedhe police.
However, in the reporting period even historical churches have experienced difficulties in getting
permits extended. Aatwa exists in Brunethat bansthe renovation ofnon-Muslim worship
buildings Christian activities in public are notlcaaved: for example in Decemb&014, the
gowernmernt warned all Chrisin communities not tdold public Christmas celebratiorfSunday
services are monitored closelyy government officialand pastors (especiallyBahasa Malay
pastorg are very careful inhe wording of their weeklysermon not to offend the government or
the royal family. Published materials are also subject to scruiiilng movements and activities
of church leaders are especially monitored and it is difficult to train church members or t
provide theological studies.

9 Violence:Persecution in Brunei is not particularly violent, but the score does show an increase
FNRBY flad &@SIFENRa n LRAyda Ay GKS NBLRNIAyY3
served prison terms for violatinthe law and some converts had to flee their home towns.
Especially the younger generation of Christians pedfeflee persecution by moving abroad.

6. Future outlook
Brunei is facing difficult choices in the time ahead. The comfortable days with the saltag for
all his subjects will soon be over. Until nols government providefree medical services and
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subsidizes goods as rice and housing. There are no school fees for public schools, and citizens of
Brunei do nothave topay income taxesBut sine the oil and gas reserves are finite and may only

last for just one more generation, the government needs starting to think about alternatives. This
may lead to increasing insecurity and even unrest, and the sultan may seek to rely even more on the
consewative brand of Islam. This will be challenging for Christians who are anyway facing a changing
Church situation with young Christians leaving the country in larger numbers.
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Central African Republic (CAR)z Rank 26

Reporting period1 November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the W orld Watch List 2016
Onthe World Watch LisfWWL)2016, the Central African Republic (CAR)ks 26 and scores 59
points, considerably less that the year before when the country scéved hedecrease in®ore is
primarily explained by the fact that the rebellion of the Séléka movement that caused excessively
KAIK @A2ftSyOS |3rAyald (§KS COPldrfids Nawvbaen coftaildediin A | Yy L
most parts of the countryAlthough the Séléka movemenvas driven out of the south of the
country at the beginning of 201#nembers of therebel groupare still present insome quarters of
the capital, Bangui, and in the nordastern provinces.

2. Persecution engines
The persecution engimaaffecting Christias in the Central African Republic dstamic extremism
andto a lesser extenDrganized corruption and crime.

1 Islamic extremism:The main persecution engine in the Central African Republislasnic
extremism Members formerly belonging to th&éléka meement, with no formal Islamigtor
political Islamic)agenda but composed in majority of (foreign) Muslimsyéaavaged the
country, specifically targeting Christian properties (houses and churches) and government
buildings.

9 Organized corruption anccrime: Amidst the chaos caused by the conflict, many try to take
advantage of the lawlessness. For this reasOmanized corruptio and crime can also be
considered a secondary persecution engine in QABte research on this engine is needed in
2016.

3. Context
Constitutionally CAR is a secular state but, in the past, autocratic rulers have relied on support from
religious organizations mostly churches! OO2 NRAYy 3 G2 GKS ' { 5SLI NIYSy
Religious Freedom Reports government favemit of religion in the country has been low over the
past decade.CAR is considered to be a Christian nation, but Islam has shown significant growth in
the last decade from 5 to 13 @ostrengthened by groups from Chad and Sudan. Dissent among
northern Mudims was one of the root causes for the March coup in 2Q4&:al Christians are very
concerned about the Islamic inroads being established in the country and have pointed out that the
rebellion that led to the coup came fromtieaditionaljihadist agenda

The Central African Republic (CAR) has seen many coafiittve coupsince its independence
from France in 1960¢ KS @2f | GAf S v kcdablDolitear systemwcuided thi2 a
establishment of basic civil liberties and political right®¢éovery underdeveloped. Freedom House,
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GKS 3Jf20Ff gFGO0OKR23 Y2yAlG2NAYy3 LREAGAOLIE TNB
seven (lowest score possible) footh civil liberties and political rights in 2915 index In addition

to recurrent military takeovers of power, CAR has also been afflicted ahithnic instabilityas a

result of various rebel groups taking up arms against the central government. Most of these rebels
turn to insurgencyas a result of alleged sectan exclusion and marginalization.

The instability of CAR and the weakness of its successive governments as well as their lack of
legitimacy have meant that France, its former colonizer, still plays a very decisive role iIThEAR.

have been manylirect French military interventions in CAiRsupport of the governments of the

day and at times t@rotect its own nationals and foreigners living in CAR. While the rebels and
those who lead military takeovers of power often allege that they are motivated by a desire to root
out corruption or ethnic or religious discrimination, very often it seems thay are motivated by

the material rewards of political power and the opportunities for patronage and corruption it
offers.

The recent conflict in Central African Republic (CAR) has claimed thousands of lives, displaced
hundreds of thousands, and causedvere destruction of propertyWWhat male the recent conflict

more dangerousvasthe fact that it hal a religious dimensiorin September 2014, the Office of the
Prosecutor at the International Criminal Court (ICC) openedcond investigation fa the country,
Expertsclaim that what broughtthe (mainly Muslim) Sélékforces into the picture was, among
other things, the failure of the government to address social problems and the lack of good
governance.

However, the manner in which th&élékaforces expressd their alleged grievances castsubt on

their true motives. To mention just one exampi®m 2013 Human Rights Watch researchers
confirmed G Ay | GGl O & tognyg, primarily @akried dutbBéékafigteRs from11
February to2 June 2013, more than 1,000 houses had been burned and at least 40 civilians killed.
SélékaF 2 NDSa GFNBSGSR a2YS O2YYdzyAlASa G2 1jdzSt ¢
were mainly Christian even though many organizations failed to recognize thatThete should

not be any reason whatsoever to kill Christians indiscriminately in order to address any sort of
alleged longstanding injustice. After all, as a country, both Gémsstand Muslims have suffered
from the lack of good governance, the absence of rule of law,thadncompetenceof central
governments for many years together. Moreover, the killing of Muslims byBaléika forces just
because they were Muslimsalsocamot be condoned.

In 2013 Amnesty International also reportéd ¢ ¢ a&to gev@rnment forces, known as -ex
Sélékaretaliated on a larger scale against Christians in the wake of the attack, killing nearly 1,000
men over atweRl & LISNA2R | yR ad2aidSYlrLaAaAorftte t22aGAy13
reason whatsoever to kill Christians indiscriminately in orderatiress any sort of alleged
longstanding injustice. After all, as a country, both Christians and Muslims have suffered from the
lack of good governance, the absence of rule of law, and incompetence by central governments for
many years together. Moreovethe killing of Muslims by anBalaka forces just because they

were Muslimg cannot be condoned.
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One of the dangers we are facing now is that while attempting to solve the crisis, it seems that
important issues in the conflict are being neglected. The iygy the UN experts and Amnesty
International suggest that Christian militias (aBtlaka) are committing ethnic cleansing against

the Muslim minority. However, they do not mention the crimes thélékaforces had committed

previously, although it was dely reported that theSélékdorces targeted Christians. According to

areport by the Telegraph & ¢ KS f | NH S &Sélakdnices) has béen fightindi t stawell K S
offacounterO2 dzLJ ' GG SYLXi o0& F2NDSa 2F GKS [/ KNRAGALY Y
and the northern city of Bossangoa. Becatisey get no pay, they pay themselves by looting the

L2 LJdzt F GA2y (GKS@& OflAY (2 LINRGSOGY y2iGlro0fé& GKS /|

Although the Séléka have now been driven out of many parts in the country, numerous challenges
remain. In Bangui, a growing group oflieal Muslims continue to keep a stronghold in the so
called PK5 enclave where they instill a reign of terror. In the NBa$t, which is mainly populated

by Muslims, Christians are forced to flee from their villages and denied access to farming fields.
Large groups of Christians live in extremely poor conditions in refugee camps.

At the national level, CAR is currently facing a situation of political gridlock. The interim government
asSSya AYLRGOGSYyG G2 oNRy3a 2dza i A OSox yet allowved toohd O dza S
reconstituted. UN troops are not capable of proving the necessary safety in rural areas. Due to the
absence of justice, the aABalaka in and around Bangui and the former Séléka in the Neath

feel disadvantaged. The economic chaties also persist.

4. Types of Christianity affected
CAR is home to three types of Christiamityich have been affected by the persecution dynamics to
a similar extent.

9 Historical Christian communitiegcomprised ofRoman Catholic and mainstreanprotestant
churches): The RomanCatholic Church is the largedenominationin the country with the
widest network of churches, clinics and schools. Reports state that many ehwitdings and
other property (both catholic and protestanthave been completely loet of cars, computers
andanything of any value.

91 Christian converts from a Muslim backgroun@BBs): MBBsexperience interferencérom
family members if theiconversion becomelsnown.

1 Nontraditional protestant churches(consisting of evangelical and Pentecostal communities):
Any church and property belonging to ordinary Christiahas beena target forthe former
Slékato loot.

5. Spheres of life and violence

1 Explanation ofpersecution pattern The persecutionpattern for the Central African Republic
presents the scores fdslamic extremismThe average score of tliest five blocks, showing the
pressure on Christians, is889 points, which is lower than the averafge last year (1@B39). The
scorefor violence in the reporting period (1871) stayed at a congvable level with last year
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(15556).The overall level of pressure decreased quite substantially, mainly because persecution
is no longer countrywide but concentrated geographically in the areas wineréormer Séléka

are still active. The violence, however, remained high, as the former Séléka continued to be
responsible for violent incidents against Christians in the nregstern provinces of the country

and in some areas of Bangui. As fhersecutiornpattern below shows, the pressure is lowest in

the family and national sphereswhich makes sense because CAR is a Christian majority country
that allows for freedom of religious expression inside filuaily sphereand in legislation.

Persecution pattern
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(Please noteThe numbers above are diaged to three decimal placeShey are not to be read as thousands.)

Private sphere Because CAR is a majority Christian country, Catholics adindypes of
protestants enjoy relative freedom ithe privatesphere MBBshoweverexperience interference

from their family members if theiconversion becomeknown. The greatest problem in CAR is
the division of the citizens along faith lines of Christians and Muslims. Therefore, sharing the
Christian faith between a Christian hostdaMuslim guest is very risky. In the northern part of
the country where Muslims are very dominate and the former Séléka forces are operating,
owning Christian materials is also very risky.

Family sphere:As the situation in the country is far from beingfes it is very difficult for
Christians in the nortleastern provinces to register births, weddings or deaths, especially as this
would attract unwanted attention. In a country where groups are targeting each other based on
religion, it is also difficulio baptize. Converts almost automatically lose inheritance rights.

Community spheretn the community sphere, for example, when tfiemer Séléka come into a

house and find someone reading a bible, they often kill him immediately. In villages where the
former Séléka attack, they often abduct young gitls.cities like Kaga Bandor, Bambari, Bria
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Christians took refuge after being forced to flee from their villages. They were chased away often
by Muslim Fulani herdsmen that took the Christian farmers fandheir cattle to graze.

1 National sphereIn the national sphere, Christians have also bi#eu from government offices,
and replaced by MuslimsThis is mainly a concern in nosffastern provinces with Séléka
dominated local governments.

1 Churchsphere:In the church sphere, normal church life is very difficult as meetings of Christians
are always under the threat ohaattack, especially in Bangui close to the PK5 quarter and in the
north-east where Christians are harassed in the big cities arad to flee.

1 Violence:For a Christian majority country such as CAR, the degree of pressure on Christians is
surprising. The crisis in Central African Republic changed the whole dynamics in the country,
especially in terms of religion. In the reportipgriod, many Christians were killed in various
parts of the country. For example, sixteen Christians were lynched by a MuslirmrBalngui on
20 February 2015, some of whom were decapitated. This was in addition to what happened five
days earlier (on 15dbruary 2015) where a pastor and a congregant were killed by Muslims. In
December 2014, Muslim terrorists killed a Christian with a grenade. In the same month twelve
Christian villagers were pulled out of their homes and stabbed or shot to death by young
Muslims. The attack also resulted in the injury of thirteen more. There have also been incidents
of arson attacks oshurches, missionary centers, and other Christian instituttbnsughoutthe
country. Also, nore than 14 homes and churches were destroyed missionary centers were
looted and vandalized byadical MuslimFulani in the nortkcentral part of the country in
February 2015. This led to many Christians and pafieeig the area

6. Future outlook

1. Safety, security and rule of law must urdglgrbe restored. If that remains absent for a prolonged
period, people will arm themselves for protection against the ongoing looting, rape and killing of
Christians by the former Séléka. Groups of armed civilians could easily get involved in retaliation
killings between vigilant groups versus local disorganized remnants of the Séléka movement and
local Muslims.

2. Church, state and society in CAR are caught up in a very traumatic experience. Although Church
leaders of the main denominations have joined harid condemn the violence by asBialaka,
the situation remains far from resolved. Even if the d@dilaka voluntarily laid down their
weapons, there would be a very serious treat for continuing violenddferent radical Islamic
groups aresaidtobelsty RAy3a i GKS R22NJ 2F . ly3ddaa G2 NBOSy

3. The recent conflict in CAR has fundamentally changed the relationship between Christians and
Muslims in the country. The conflict has claimed thousands of lives on both sides. The two
communities who have lived together for more than a century now lack trust in each other. The
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reconciliation process, which is backed by the international community, has started to address
this problem. However, it has to be underlined that, unless the met@tion process and the
attempt to end the cycle of impunity in CAR succeed, there is grave risk that the polarization and
conflict among Muslims and Christians in CAR will continue and exacerbate religious conflict.
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Jordan z Rank 27

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the W orld Watch List
hy GKAA& @SFNR& 22NI R 227\ B pqints.dLast yéar Jofdan rankad\ZR, -y NJ-
with 56 points Converts to Christianityrom a Muslimbackground (Muslim Background Believers,
MBBs) have experienced great pressure and face oppression and violence as a result of their faith.
This is a development that was also noticedMw/L2015.

2. Persecution engines
The persecution engines affecting Glieins in Jordan arkslamic extremisnand Tribal antagonism
(blended withlslamic extremism

9 Islamic extremism Tensions between moderate anchdical Islamicelements in Jordanian
society are on the increaseThe Muslim Brotherhood and Salafisemboldened by their
increased influence in the region, have hijacked the demands for more reforms to serve their
agenda: to transform Jordan into an Islamic state. Jihadists from abroad heading for Syria are
traveling throughJordan. Alsomore than2,000 Jordanian jihadistsave reportedly travelled to
Syria and Iraq to fight together with other radical Muslims from all parts of the world.

1 Tribal antagonsm: Typical for this engine is the effort to force the continuing influence of age
old norms and values shaped antribal context. Tribal antagonism can come in tteem of
traditional religion and in the case of Jordan this is clearly mixed with Islam.

3. Context
Jordanian society is multi ethni@ phenomenon which is also reflected by the monarchy. Late King
Hussei® roots are in Saudi Arabia, his second wife and mother of current King Abdullah 11 is British.
King Abdullah himself is married to a Fdileian. The majority of the population consists of
Palestinians, most of whom fled after the Arkvaeli wars of 1948 and 1967. The majority of them
received citizenship in the earpcpp nda @ t £ SAGAY ALl Y MReNdetltrgaked y & 0 G 2
equally ompared tomost other nationals who are from Bedouin desceiigstbanker§ and have
been living in the area for centuries. In general, the latter are loyal tcihg. Jordan hosts large
groups of refugees, mostly from Iraq and Syria: as of Decembér, 208 UNHCRestimates there
are 937,830 refugees from Syria abd,140from Iraq in the country. Due to the occurrence of
many different nationalities in thé&ingdom, thereis insecurity about whashapes a Jordanian
OAGAT SyQa ylriAz2zylf ARSyGAdeoe 1'1fazsxy (KS KAIK vyd
religious pressure anid a potential destabilizing factor.

¢CKS G2GFf ydzYoSNI 2F / KNA&AGALF YA KI &ice m3RG. ThHRS Of A y A
decline was mainly due to lower birth rates and high emigration rates. A large number of Muslim
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refugees have also entered the country from Syria and Iraq. Combined with the regiazlIslam,

this puts increasing pressiion Christias, especially onvangelicals an€hristian converts from a
Muslim background (Muslim Background Believé48Bg. Fora longtime, Jordarnwasone of the

most liberal countries of the region in terms of freedom of religion. However, the tide seems to be
turning now for Christians. Although Christiari®elonging to historical churchestill enjoy a
relatively high degree of religious freedom, MBBs are experiencing the repercussions of increased
radical influences in society.

4. Types of Christianity affected
There are three types of Christianity in Jordan which all experience persecution:

9 Historical Christian communitiesThis largest group of Christiaris made upmainly of the
Orthodox andRoman Catholic denominations. Overall, they enjoy a relatively Hegrel of
religious freedonbut can experience discrimination, e.g. in the area of employment.

1 Christian convertdrom a Muslim background (MBB€f all types of Christianity, converts from
Islam to Christianity or MBBs are persecuted the most for théin.f their new faith is known,
they can face oppression from whole variety of sourcegovernment officials, ethnic group
leaders, norChristian religious leaders, fanatical movements, ordinary people and (extended)
family. The situatiofior MBBs¢ whose small numbers have been growirttas worsened during
the past few years, mostly due to pressure from their families tanthe increasing activity of
radical Islamic groups

1 Nontraditional protestant churches(composed mostly otvangelical baptist and pentecostal
communities) After MBBs nontraditional protestant communities face most opposition,
especially from the side of government officials. Evangelical churches are not recognized by the
Jordaniangovernment. In some cases, tlgovernment carbe adriver of persecuton, since
violence against Christians is met with impunity.

5. Spheres of life and violence

1 Explanation ofpersecution @ttern: The persecution patterrfor Jordanpresents the scores for
Islamic extremisniblended withTribalantagonisn). The average scorever the first five blocks
(11.429 is higher than last yeal®.572. The score for the violence blocklasver, going down
from 3.519(WWL 2015) tdl.852 The higher score for the overall pressure is due partly to the
decigon of the WWL team to reduce the number of types of Christianity in Jordan from four to
three (with expatriate Christians no longer being included as they live almost totally isolated
from other Christians in the country) and partly due to more informati@ing available through
an increase in the number of local sources. The increase in pressure is spread spaerals of
life, while theprivate and family spheresscore the highestThis is mostly due to the very high
pressure MBBs experience in theaeeas. They also face resistanaethe community and
national level once their faith is known. Other types of Christianity experience pressure in the
nationaland churchspheresand to a lesser exterdommunitysphere
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Meanwhile the score foviolencedropped. The reason for this is that there were some extremely serious
cases of violence against Christians recorded in the previous reporting period but not in the current
reporting period. Howeverpressure onand violence againd¥iBBs was reporte@lso his year: Open
Doors World Watch Researcéceived reports bChristians beingpeld for interrogation by police, being
physically abused arebducted(often by family).

Persecution pattern
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(Please note: The numbers above are liged to three decimal placeShey are noto be read as thousands.)

9 Private sphereln the area of private worship, it is especially MBBs who are affected. MBBs
cannot openly practice their faittGiving ay indicationto those around them that they may be
Christians can have serious consequengdisother types of Christianity have more freedom to
privately practice their faith, as long as they do not evangelize Muslims.

9 Family sphere EspeciallyMBBsexperience pressure from the side of their families which can
even result in serious violencecluding death. To put pressure on thBB familiesare also
known toinform the authorities which is likely to result in arrest. Open Doors received reports of
several MBBs who have been under threat of losing custody of their children as a reswir of th
conversion.The state however,does not play an active role in this

1 Community sphereAlso in thissphere of lifeit is especially MBBs who are under pressure, if
their new faith is known. However other types of Christianity can experignessue in this
area as well, for instanciarough discrimination in public and private employment where they
can meet glass ceilings (in public service) and be disadvantaged in promotions. Especially
Christiansactive in the support oMBBs (which includes @ng practical guidance, counbiag
and biblical educatiopncan face threats and obstruction in daily life aaldo monioring by their
local community.
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1 National sphere Here all types of Christianity face pressure, though MBBs are especially
targeted. Islam is the religion of the state. On issues of inheritance, Islamic law applies to all
citizens irrespective of their faith. Code drsonal status is based on Sharia which is applied to
all those whom the state regards as Muslignwhich includes chilégm whose father has
converted to Islam. Conversion from Islam is not officially rea@edniand the public
evangelzation of Muslims is against government policy. Muslims who become Christians still fall
under the jurisdiction of Sharia courts, which medhsir marriages can be annulled; they can
lose custody of their children and can be deprived of other civil rights as well. Security service
personnelhavereportedly questioned MBBs on their beliefs, threatened court and other actions,
and promised rewarsl for returning to Islam, such as job opportunities. Authorities have also
reportedly withheld certificates of good behavior needed for job applications or to open a
business and told employers to dismiss MBB®se harming/1BBshave defacto impunity.

1 CGhurch sphere MBBs face most pressure the church sphere of lifewhile all other types of
Christianity, especially nemaditional denominations, experience certain limitatiorsy open
or legal form of burch life for MBBs is impossible. Compared theo countries in the region
however, church lifein generalis less restricted especially for traditional Christiandbecause of
the existence of a number of recoged churches. Evangelical churches face problems in
obtaining registration. Building penits for church buildings are hard to get and all sorts tieot
subtle discrimination occurReportedly,activities of &angelical churches and underground
churches (of MBBs) are being monitored by the secret police. Christian mateaiai®t be
openlydistributed and are only allowed to be soldratognized locations.

9 Violence: Continued pressure oand violence againd¥iBBs was reportedOpen Doors World
Watch Researcheceived reports bChristians beingdpeld for interrogation by policephysicaif
abused and abducte(bften by family)for faith related reasons. Even expatriate Christinage
beenarrested if they are in contact with MBBs. The number of reports on Christians forced to
hide in the countryand Christians fleeing the country for faitelated reasons hasemained
approximately the same.

Future outlook

Most analysts expedting Abdullah 1l to remain in power for the next few years, despite regional
and national unrest. The main trends at the moment are regional overspill from Syridoamestic
unrest Part of the overspill from Syriathe large number of Syrian refugees entering the country
and the risk of Jihadi violence. Though Jordanians may not be satisfied with their economic
prospects or the political system, they are awaratthapid change is not prefable considering the
situation in SyriaMeanwhile, the threat of radical Islam is a factor that has to be taken into
account.More than 2000 Jordanian jihadists have travelled to Syria and Iraq to fight nadical
Islamicgroups, according to figures from thaternational consultancy firmThe Soufan Group
They pose a major security threat to the stability of iegdomonce they returnMoreover, there

are anestimated 10,000 jihadists inside tHengdom, according to Jordanian officials and IS is
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pushingcloserii 2 W2 NR | yThaidevel@ph@&nhSadiidae civil war in Syria will greatly influence
the situation in Jordanincluding that of Christians. For now, the situation is stable and no major
change is foreseen in the current situation for Christians.
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Djibouti z Rank 28

Reportingperiod: 1 November 201431 October 2015

1. Position on the World Watch List
With a score of 58 points, Djibouti ranks 28 on WWL 2016. Last year, Djibouti ranked 24 with a score
of 60 points. The slight decrease in score is due to a decrease in the level of violenoceounmting.

2. Persecution engines
The main engines underpinning the persecution of Christians in Djiboulslaraic extremisnand
Dictatorial paranoia Tribal antagonisnis also present in the country but is blended witiiamic
extremism

1 Islamic extremism The geographic location &fjibouti is very convenient both for international
trade and for a transit of jihadists from the Horn of African to the Middle East aneveisa.
Approximately 95 percent of the Djiboutian population is Sunni Muslim. Radical Islam is growing
in the courry in a similar pattern to other East African countries. This rise in Islamic radicalism
has also become a concern for the government itself. In many circumstances, the government is
controlling the Muslim Friday sermons and who should preach at Moscfles. important is
that around 60% of Djiboutians are ethnic Somali, and the growth of radical Islam in Somalia
affects society in Djibouti.

1 Dictatorial paranoia President Ismail Omar Guelleh has been in power since 1999, and he is not
showingany sigh® NBf Ay ljdAaAKAY3d KAad 2FFAOS® 52A062dziA A
House 2015 report. World Press Freedom Index of 2015 by Reporters Without Borders also puts
Djibouti in the top ten worst countries regarding freedom of expression and rirdton.

According to the report, the ruling party has continued harassing and intimidating those who

speak out about what is going on in the country. Theoretically, the Djiboutian government
upholds the constitutional protection of religious freedom. Hoee\un practice, the government

attempts to control all religious institutions and the general attitude of the government towards
Christians and other neMuslim minorities is negative. The main drivers underpinning this
persecution engine are officialshaByY SR ¢gAGK GKS 52Ao02dziAly 32081
negative view towards Christians might accelerate in the future due to an intensification of

foreign investments from neighboring Gulf countries in a series of economic sectors (including
Islamic bankig).

9 Tribal antagonism Djibouti is the home of Afar and Issa ethnic groups. Issa belongs to the larger
Somali tribe. Tribalism in the country is so deeply rooted that any attempt to accept Christianity
is deemed a betrayal of the tribe. It has to beaalinderlined that, as in Somalia, there is a close
connection between tribe and Islam in Djibouti.
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Context

Djibouti is a small, povertgtricken country. It is surrounded by some of the most volatile and
repressive countries like Eritrea, Ethiopia, Somalia, and Yemen. It is basicallstatejtyvith a

minimum of natural resources within its own borders. Nekieless, it has a very favorable
geographical location along one of the busiest shipping routes. On the political front, the
government is a result of tension between Afar and Issa, the two dominant and rival ethnic groups.

They waged a bloody civil wam the 1990s, and the wound has not healed very well. On the

NEf AIA2dza FNRBYGEZ KAAOG2NROlFffes Latlry A& RSSLX @
Christianity has also existed in Djibouti for a long time, partly because of ties with Ethiapihe O
a20ASGe tS@Stx I aAIYAFAOLYyl ydzYoSNJ 2F 52A02dziA
and other Muslim countries with a strongly ingrained negative attitude and stance towards the

West and Christianity. Djibouti is a member statdhaf Arab League (without being Arab). Since its
independence in 1977, Djibouti has been governed by ad@nocratic sempresidential regime

currently headed by Ismail Omer Guelleh. In 1999, Guelleh succeeded his uncle and he is only the
second presidenE A Y OS MPpT TP 5dzZNAYy3I GKS ' N} o {LINARYy3IZ DdzsSt
wkfte F2N t NPINBaaQ adNPAPSR aSOSNIt aSNaASa 27
autocratic and there is no freedom of expression and press. The govatrowas all media outlets.

Even though around five to six percent of the population of the country is Christian, none are in a
position to assume public offices. Their role and participation in the political process is either limited

or nonexistent. Costitutionally, Islam is accorded the status of state religion.

Djibouti does not have a diversified economy, in part due to a lack of natural resources and poorly
developed industries. This leads to the country needing international support. Djiboutvesdhiis
support both from Arab and Western countries. In exchange for the support of the latter, the
Djiboutian government supports Western efforts to fight Islamic terrorism, for example, in the fight
against piracy off the coast of Somalia and the @tlAden. Although this international support
might not change the negative attitude towards Christians, it does serve to shield Christians from
more repressive actions by the regime. The country is located at a very strategic location on the
Gulf of Adenand this is not only used for good purposes, it is also exploited by radicals/terrorists.

Types of Christianity affected
There are three types of Christianity in Djibouti. The different types of Christianity face different
levels of persecution.

91 Expatrate Christian communitiesThe tolerance towards Orthodox Christians originating from
Ethiopia is withering away as radical Islam is rising. Contingents of foreign French and US service
personnel experience minimal restrictions.

9 Christian onverts (from a Muslim background, MBBsMBBs face intense pressure from the
family and community. This pressure is driven by the (extended) family of MBBs and those
fulfilling (religious) leadership roles at community level. MBBs have to stay underground, not
necessanl because of state repression but because of pressure from their family and
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community members. This is particularly true outside the city where the lifestyle is communal
and pastoralist.

1 Nontraditional protestant churches(consisting of evangelical and mtecostal communities)
Life is more difficult for these churches in Djibouti. This group is very active regarding
evangelizing, and as a result, it faces severe persecution.

5. Spheres of life and violence

9 Explanation ofpersecution pattern Thepersecutiorpattern for Djibouti presents the scores for
Islamic extremisngblended withTribal antagonispand Dictatorial paranoia The average score
over the first five blocks (11.516), showing the pressure on Christians, is comparable to last year
(11.423). The score for the violence block is considerably lower: 2.593 (WWL 2015) tar@ig41.
suggests persecution has stabilized decreased. However, further analysis shows that in
general, the situation for Christians in the last two years has been deteriorating. This is reflected
by an increase of pressure in thamily andcommunity sphergsn particular on MBBs. There is a
decrease in pressure in theational and church spheresCompared to last year, the score for
violencehas also decreased. Analysis of questionnaires indicates that persecution has shifted
slightly from regime to society. As tipersecution patterrbelow shows the pressure is highest
in the private and family spheresfollowed by thechurch sphere

Persecution pattern
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Spheres of life

(Please note: The numbers above are [diged to three decimal placeShey are not to be read as thousands.)

1 Private sphere Restrictions in therivate sphere blife are very severe for MBBs. Worshiping,
owning Christians materials and expressing views and opinions are some of the challenges that
such Christians face. MBBs are monitored by families, people from the mosque, and other
community members.
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Family phere MBBs face serious persecution from their families. Hiding their faith is one of the
means to protect themselves, but in a communal lifestyle like in Djibouti this is problematic. An
hLlSy 522NBE NBaSFNOKSNI LR A Y idance dzé very Grét Bapdhey G A | v &
I NBE RA&AO2OSNBR o0SAy3a | / KNRAGAF ydé

Community sphereLifestyle in Djibouti is very communal. This lifestyle has made the life of
Christians very difficult as they are the minority and hence most often refrain from revealing
their faith to the community. If their faith becomes known, they face serious persecution.
Hindrance to share community resources, harassment, and discrimination in getting a job are
some of the problems that they encounter.

National sphere The constitution declares Islam to be the state religion. In society, radical Islam

is embedding itself more than ever before. Christians are considered second class citizens. Some
imams are using Friday sermons to ridicule Christians and Christiarggl. duthorities do not
protect Christians when they are attacked.

Church sphereAll Christians face persecution in their church life. Building church, organizing
events, working with youth, and speaking out about persecution are some of the challemyes th
face. But those who belong to expatriate churches are relatively better off. MBB groups are
neither able to register nor build a church.

Violence Compared to last year, violence has significantly decreased, but still reports indicate

that MBBs are @Ay 3 aSNA2dza OKIffSyaSaod !y hLISYy 522Nk
GSNE F2NOSR G2 €SI @S GKSANI K2YSa o0SOFdzAS LI NJ
NBEaSINOKSN) F RRSRY ac¢g2 2F GKSY 4gSNB YSyialrtfte |
fathAy / KNA&aOG 0STF2NB GKS& 4SNB T2NL S

Future outlook

President Ismail Omer Guelleh and his government are still in firm control of the country. Due to a
reciprocal relationship between Western nations (France and the USA in particularj)hand
Djiboutian government, the latter have an incentive not to sponsor violence against Christians;
however, to expect a positive development regarding freedom of expression and association, two
fundamental rights very connected to freedom of religion,ukbbe plainly naive. The chaos in
Yemen might also pose another challenge to Djibouti. Civilians, especially refugees living in Yemen,
might be forced to flee to Djibouti in greater numbers (some have already arrived). This will pave its
own way for jihaists to come to Djibouti to expand their network of jihadists.

As things stand, the future outlook can be envisaged as follows: Hostility towards Christianity and
Christians in the society of Djibouti will remain the same (negative). As long asdgio@ remains

one where radical Islam poses a threat, Christians in Djibouti will not feel safe. The presence of US
and French forces in the country will help in containing the impact of militant Islamic tendencies.
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Laos z Rank 29

Reporting periodl Novenber 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the W orld Watch List
With a score 068 points, Laosranks29 on the World Watch List (WWL) 2016. Last year in WWL
2015 Laosranked28 with a score 068 points. TheO2 dzy i NE Qa a4 02NB RAR y2id OK
dight increase of violence and scores distribute equally acro$pladires of lifewith the exception
of the Familysphere

2. Persecution engines
The persecution engines affecting Christians in Lao€amemunist and postommunist oppression
and to a lesseextentTribal antagonismReligious nationalisris blerded with Communist and post
communist oppression.

1 Communist and postommunist oppressionLaos is one of the five remaining Mandigninist
countries in the world and as such strictly opposed to any influence deemed as foreign or
Western. In order to keep everything under control, the communist party puts enormous
pressure on the small Chiigh minority. It has a negative view of Christians and considers them
to be foreign agents and enemie3hey view Christianity to be a Western ideology that
challenges communism. Christians must take extreme caution when talking about their faith.
Christians always have to stay within tacitly understood guidelines: they Kntwvell the limits
GKFG GKS& aK2dzZ R y2i ONRaa AT GKS& gtyd G2 | @2
use of the prevalent hostile attitude of society towards Chaissi to justify their monitoring
Christians.

1 Religious nationalism:Laos is one of the five countries following Theravada Buddhism (the
oldest Buddhist tradition) and the Buddhist faith is deeply rooted within country and society.
There is a widely sharembnviction that Laos and Buddhism are inextricably linked together and
Buddhism should always take the supreme position in the country. The goal of local religious
.dzZRRKAAG fSIFIRSNBR 2F 1SSLAY3 (GKSANI O2 degpindlB & LIdzN
control complement each other well as both want to control society and prevent deviations from
the norm.

1 Tribal antagonism:Animism is still widely practiced in Laos along with the growth of Buddhism.
Village leaders and family members are thodgowvould expel Christians in their communities
because of their fear that this foreign faith will anger the spirits. Local officials also force
Christians to renounce their faith and at times they are summoned by village leaders to arrest
Christians. In M HAamMnI | [/ KNRAGALY @l & | NNBadSR I yR
YSRAOAYSE F2NJ YSNBfe@& LINFeAy3d F2N Iy St RSNIe& f

4

ASNR2dza aOlftAy3d (KS ALIANRGAEZ A& GF1S8yo
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3. Context
Laos has been in the tight grip of thad_Peopl&@ Revolutionary Party since 1975. Its exclusive
networks of party membe&familiesand close friends add to the strongly felt pressure by every
citizen, but especiallpy minorities. The country has a complete lack of freedom of opinion, let
alone a free press whictouldhighlight cases of corruption. Any organized group, particularly those
that are not inclined to the ideology imposed by the government, is perceived as a threat to the
preservation of communism in the country.K S O 2 dzyf (aweN@adptediid SEptember 2014)
on the founding and control of NGOs as well as on the use of social media and online criticism, has
been implemented rigorously as observers exgected

Laos is facing many challenges at the moment which seem to be typical for communist countries.
Reports on largecale corruption emerge frequently and due to the new forms of media, it is not

easy for the rulers to subdue these reports or aegctions to them. On the other hand, there is no

OAOAt &a20ASiGe Ay SEA&GSYOS 6KAOK OlFy NIAasS AdGa
prominent leader on civil rightgdisappearedmore than two years ago which highlights the grim
NEIFHfAlGe SOSNRB2YyS FI0Sa ¢Kz2 2LI12aSa GKS O2YYdzyAia

4. Types of Christianity affected

All types of Christianity in Laos exist and are experiencing persecution:

1 Exmtriate and migrant worker Christiangre mainly based in the cities and face limitations as
well as monitoring.

9 Historical Christian communitiessuch as the Roman Catholic Church and the Lao Evangelical
Church, are recognized by the state, but still fdiceitations and its members sometimes
experience hostilities.

1 Christian convertsfrom a Buddhist or Tribal Background are facing persecution from their
family, friends and neighbors as welih particular- from local authorities.

1 Nontraditional protestant churchege.g. evangelical and pentecostal fellowships) face hostility
and opposition as they are seen as being allied with foreign powers.

The generally hostile atmosphere towards Christians continues to hinder the freedom of many
believers to &ercise their faith. Théao Evangelical Chur¢bhEC) made what can be considered a
breakthrough, when they got governmemfpproval to stage a twaight evangelistic concert in
2014. However, LEC member churches in rural areas still suffer from the atrmunistrative
process of having to acquire permission to conduct normal church activities.

5. Spheres of life and violence
1 Explanation ofpersecution pattern The persecution patterrfor Laos presents the scores for
Communist and postommunist oppressiofblended withReligious nationalisiras well adribal
antagonism The average score over the first five blocks (10.902), showing the pressure on
Christians, is comparable to last year (11.109). The score for the violence block is slightly higher:
2.037 (WWI2015) to 3.519. This suggests that despite the violent incidents, pressure continues
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to be the main form of persecution for Christians in Laos. Aspérsecution patterrbelow

shows, persecution is strongest in tburch sphergefollowed by thenational, communityand

private spheresPressure on converts is especially acute inpheate and community sphere

and is exerted by their social environment. The overall persecution pressure in Laos is exercised
by a mixture of communism, tribal ancestor amrié worshipping as well as a growing influence

of Buddhism.

Persecution pattern
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Spheres of life
(Please note: The numbers above are Biged to three decimal placehey are not to be read as thousands.)

Private sphereConverts always have to be very careful how they worship, especially if they are
the only believers in their family. In remote places, houses have but one room, so it is very
difficult to find a place to read the bible, pray or worship undisturbed andotinad. Sometimes
family memberseven call the police if a Christianarries outfaith-related activities Family
membersalso hinderChristian relativefrom meeting with other Christians or from going out of
their home.Bibles and other Christian matelsehave to be hidden carefully and can only be read
with much caution. All Christians are closely monitored, and at times, the help of registered
churches is used for keeping an eye on the Christians.

Family sphereThe score in théamily spherds surpisingly low, but that has partly to do with

GKS FIrOG GKFG GKS aidldS R2Sa y2d NBIAAGSNI 2y SQ

there were reports from two provinces that local authorities confiscated the family books of
certain familiesapparently as a punishment for being Christians. These books are needed for
registering births, weddings and deaths. Converts sometimes face the threat of divorce and will
lose their inheritance rights. Baptism has to be done with the utmost discretioerél are at
times hindered in strong animist or Buddhist villages. Children of Christians are forced to attend
Buddhist lessons and are often discriminated against, for example by receiving lower marks.
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1 Community sphereThe mindset that "Christianityis of the West andChristiansare traitors"
proliferates not only in rural areas bualso in cities and is common among tkieung and
educated a well as the older generationThis mindset make Christians susceptible to
harassments and accusationgien they do nottake part inBuddhi$ or animistic practices of
villagers In animistic villages, Christians are faide join rituals (ike burials andestivals) so as
to avoid angeng the spirits. lose working wh the government arainder pressure to obsrve
Buddhist rituals. The government promoted the teaching of Buddhist practices as part of Lao
culture in state schools. Cultural sessions included lessons taught in Buddhist teniplese
were also reports that Christians who wished to start a busid@ssot receive any government
subsidies available for this very purpose, because of their faith. Christians are frequently
interrogated by police and authorities on their church activities.

1 National sphere:Article 9 of theconstitution amendedn 2009statesthat it isthe duty of the
state to respect and protect all religisnbutparticulaty mentionsthe special status dduddhists
and monksArticle 43also stateghat Lao citizens have the right and freedom to believe or not
to believe in religions. However, since the promulgation of Decree 92 in 2002, its broad
provisions on religious practices have been abused making it more difficult to truly exercise
religiousfreedom.ThisDecree demands the governmeé®fprior consent for any religious activity
and any activity without this consent is considered to be illegal. Conversion to a new faith,
sharing the Gospel, and conducting church activities require governmentiggon. Based on
the experience of Christian leadertie government rarely gives consent. Also printing or
importing Christian materials is restrictdy that Decree. As Laos isamunist country, every
movement of Christians will be monitored arifithe state considers it necessary, hindered. This
is a challenge foeducating Christians as here people are brought together and trained and the
government wants to control this. It is a challenge for suppor@mgistians as wellecauseasa
tiny minority, they are in special need déllowship This is particularly truéor converts. If
perpetrators attack Christians or churches, they will go unpunished. Christians do not receive fair
treatment and justice, neither from police, authorities or the courffie media continues to
present Christianity as a remnant of the colonial days and a source of anger for the spirits.

1 Church spherePressure on church life is extremely high. Only a limited nhumber of registered
Christian congregations are allowed tolth servicesHowever, even recognizetbngregations
belonging to theLao Evangelical Church experiemseme hindrances in rural areas where the
village leaderdoes not allow Christiango gather. Only the Catholics, LE&hd Seventh Day
Adventists are theegally acknowledge Christiafenominationsin Laos. Any Christian church
that would like to apply for legal status must begisteredunderthe umbrella of oneof these
three denominations lllegal church meetings can be raided and all Christian materials
confiscated.While it is legal to print religious materials in Laos, it has to be authorized by the
Ministry of Propaganda and Culture with the approval of the Central Committee of the Lao Front
for National Construction which usually entails a cumbersgraeess and often leads to not
getting approval and therefore to a factual hindrance. Preaching is monitored and involves risk if
anything negative about the government or social issues is mentioned. Christian bibles and
training materials can in practigeeither be published in the country nor importe@here is also

WWUEdition2016-02-01 Pagel61



WWL 2016; LONG/ERSION OF ALL 50 COUNTRY PERSECUTION DYNAMICS

a lack of leadership anliblical training because most of the Christidie in remote areas and
(apart from the Lao Evangelical Church and the Catlablizch) no biblical training is alload.
No bible school has been allowed to apge since Laos became a communist state in 1975.

9 Violence:Persecution has become more violdntthe reporting period. On 8 September 2015
Pastor Singkeaw Wongkongpheng was stabbed to death in Luang Prafosigce and on 17
September 2015Mr. Tiang Kwentianthondrom Savannakhet province died in prison (having
been imprisoned since June 2014 because he had prayed for an ill lady who later died) as his
diabetes was not treated. At least one other Christimas reported to be serving a prison
sentence. And, as every year, Christians have been forced to leave their villages.

6. Future outlook
Laos will hold thechairmanshipof the Association of SoutBast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in 2016.
Though the regional comnmity of ASEAN in its strength and cooperation is not comparable to
other regions, this is a development which deserves being watched. Traditionally, Laos is very close
with its big neighbor Vietnam. Not only in ideology, but geographically as well, sietcead holds
I 00Saa (2 GKS aSrkroeo 'a YSyGA2ySR Ay GKS O2dz/iNE
China is cooling (due to South China Sea/Eastern Sea issues). Laos for its part is becoming more and
more dependent on China as the latter is ficarg and building large infrastructure projects in the
country. It will be interesting to see how Laos balances these réifiteinterests or decides which
side to take. In any case, the country will most likely come down harsher on any perceived dissent
and deviation (which includes Christians), as it will stand in the focus of international attention more
than it is used to,due to the ASEAN chairmanship and do not want any spot to blemish its
international reputation. This is one of the reasons why it is already for several years a challenge to
get independent news about Laos.
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Malaysia z Rank 30

Reporting periodl November 204 - 31 October 20%

1. Position on the W orld Watch List
With a score of58 points Malaysiaranks 30 on the World Watch List (WWL) 2Q1B6ast year
Malaysiaranked37 with a score of 5points. The increase due to anincreasel levelof pressure
equally distributed across alipheres of life The sharp increase in the ranking of Malaysia has to do
with the methodology of the World Watch List. If the situation of Christians in a couetnans
unchanged, the country willrop in rank if the scores in other countries increase.

2. Persecution engines
The main persecution engine affecting Christians in Malaigsialamic extremism Dictatorial
paranoiais present too (blended with Islamic extremism).

9 Islamic extremism:Malaysia is till known as probably the best role model of a liberal and
tolerant Islamic country in the world. This image is increasingly fading and was also quite
damaged in the reporting period. One example of this is the effort to introduce Sharia penal law
(hudud)in the federal state of Kelantan. Its implementation requires amendments to the federal
law and so the introduction is still pending, but it clearly shows an increasing Islamic
conservatism. The opposition parties evgplit over this issue in June 2015 which in the long
term might mean that Islamic parties currently opposed to each other might unite, if they feel
Islamis being threatened. According to the constitution, Sharia law is not on an equal footing
with civil law, but in practice this is not the case anymore. This can especially be seen in custody
cases where civil courts frequently decide in favor of the thildother. That is why fathers
sometimes convert to Islam and claim custody before Sharia courts, which will then be granted
02 GKSY® ¢KS t2fA0S LINBFSNI (2 AYLIXSYSyld GKS fI
legal question develops concergirthe rule of law in Malaysia. Another rather unknown fact is
GKFG Ay Y2ald 2F (GKS O2 degubahNd @ampsTedsR 8hdde Musling | G S &
uncompliant to theumma (or just the family and community) can be held for up to three years
incommuncado. This can apply to Muslims who according to their families or neighborhood
drink or smoke too much, but also to Muslims who convert to Christianity (MBBs). Though little
information about the running of these camps is known, allegedly mental andnastphysical
FodzaS A& | RIFIAf&@ 200dz2NNByOSe® ¢KS oty 27F dzaiy3
Catholic newspaper and sanctioned by the High Court, had another repercussion at the very
beginning of this reporting period. On 8 December 2014 rétigious authorities of federal state
Selangor finally released 300 bibles it has seized earlier under the pretext of being against the
frg o6Fla GKS . FKF&alF aStlreéedz oAofSa dzaSR (KS g2
stampedg A G K GKS gFNYyAy3 GKIFG déviadima $agée only anfl shallndtd ¢ &
be published or used in any partofthe st@eF { St yI2NE P Latl YAO NI RAOI
on the rise which is also shown by the fact that more than a hundred suspected supporters of
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the Islamic State (IS) have been arrested in Malaysia so far, while several hundred have left the
country aleady to fight in Syria and Iraq.

9 Dictatorial paranoia While dictatorial paranoiacannot strictly be seen as a persecution engine
Ay abflLeail Ad Aa adaAatft yeSukrg Roalifioh caleNIMNG G K S
has goverred the country énce independence in 1957. It is comprised of a Muslim party
together withsmaller Chinese and Indian parti@sd has never faa oppositionparties So the
impact of the earthquakdike electionan 2008 and 2013 cannot be ovestimated: for the first
time a countable oppositiomppearedand now even governs some federal states. Tdiisto
panic reactions by the government. It-eenphasized its policy gbreferential treatment to
Malay people instea of following a policy of equality. (Prime minister Najib Razak is struggling
to recover froma corruption scandalas reorted by the Wall Street Journain July 2015.
According to this reportjocuments havemergedimplicatingthat 700 million USD from a State
Fundhave been transferredo the prime minister's privatéank accountd That is the reason
why a mere week lar, Razakpublically called for the Quran to serve as the basis for Malay
politics. The UMNO increasingly plays religious matial cards to stay in power, a strategy which
has the potential to backfire, but in any case affects the Christian minority seriously.

3. Context
Observers are calling the Malaysian society increasingly racist as the ethnic Malay majority is clearly
being favored, while the Chinese and Indian ethnicities (as well as the indigenous tribal population
living mainly in the eastern part of Malaysia) afiscriminated against. And indeed racism is an
everyday experience for ethnic minorities in Malaysia. In October 2015, a deputy minister even
publicallyannouncedii K &t KS g2dz R af A{1S G2 atrL) I / KAySaSe
countries for pressure being exerted on the minister to step down, nothing happened. Racial politics
and hatred- especially against the Chinese minortpecame so song that in a highly unusual
move in September 2015 even the Chinese ambassador to Malaysipulgittand warned against
racism.

Christians are affected by this tension in a special way as most Christians either belong to the
indigenous tribal groups, or are of Chinese and Indian origin.

4. Types of Christianity affected

Three types of Christianity in Malaysia exist and are e&peing persecution:

9 Historical Christian communitiessuch as the Roman Catholic Church, the Anglican or Lutheran
churches, which are still less affected than the +i@ditional protestant and convert
communities, but do suffer from discrimination aghyv

9 Christian convertgrom a Muslim background (MBBs) suffer the most.

1 Nontraditional protestant churchessuch as congregations made up of Evangelicals and
Pentecostals.
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